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Giving to others what others need 


Good Gifts 
Chosen Wisely 


is wise giving and loving giving. 
That is the kind of giving which Jesus commends. 
Giving a cup of cold water to one whose lips parch 
with thirst is manifestly good giving. But a dash 
of cold water on the warm hopes of one who needs 
*Ncouragement is anything but a wise and a loving 
gift. God's gifts are always wisely chosen. 
hot the same to all, but they 
adapted to the needs of each. 
- 

Present duty should determine our 
course of action,—not the fact that 


They 
are 


are tenderly 


What to Seck First 
in another course there may be no inherent wrong. 
Perth; aps nothing was more characteristic of and con- 


sistent with the whole life of our Lord than his 
method of resistance in the first temptation in the 
wilderness. Hunger was a natural craving, and 
bread a good and desirable thing, but they were out 
of order if they were put before God. Goodness 
outranks goods. A bursting barn and a godless 
heart proclaim a fool, without hope. Life is more 
than meat, and the body than raiment, and a soul 
outweighs the world. So character must come before 
comforts, and God before bread. ‘‘ Seek ye first 
the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all 
these things shall be added unto you.’’ 


A. 


Rules are good, but principles are 
better. 


Principles rather 
than Rules Rules may contradict, con- 


fuse ; principles are constant, consistent. To live 
by rule is too often to miss the nobler mastery, the 
mental and moral developing of principle. To live 
by principle is to be led to the best rules. When 
Jesus spoke of going two miles with?the one who 
asked for one mile’s companionship, of giving the 
extra cloak, of turning the other cheek, he was not 
laying down rules, but lifting up principles. _Wash- 
ing the disciples’ feet, and bidding us do ‘‘ as’’ 
did, was not a rule, but a principle; otherwise it 
could only be an Oriental idiom, whereas now it is 
a universal idea. Given the idea, the idiom will 
follow. The greater involves the less. Principle is 
prophetic, genetic, dynamic. Love will take care 
of politeness, for it is its heart, and the heart vital- 
izes the hands ; but rules of etiquet and deportment 
are no guarantee of love. 


he 


—> 

The Burden of the Cross-carrying is not all burden- 

Cross bearing. Often we think of Christ 

bowed down and broken by the weight which he 

bore to Calvary. We forget that the cross 
him something more than a hampering load. 

his power, as well as his burden 


was to 
It was 
Being that which 
it was also that by which he 
As the fuel of the great steamer is 


he grievously bore, 
gloriously won. 
alike a burden which it bears, and the power by 
which it is borne, and by which it bears others, so the 
at of toil and 

So it may be in our crucial trials ; 


Cross Was once a reason a way of 


the bur- 
den of sorrow may be the cause of strength and joy. 


triumph. 
In the case of Christ, the cross was that upon which 
he was lifted up, and that by which he lifted up 
others. For us that thing which the Lord sends to 
us as the burden which bows us down, may be also 
a power by which we shall be ministered unto, and 
by which we shall minister. 

2 
It is a blessed privilege to think of 
God 
that we must reach out to the uttermost 
parts of the earth to find 


God 


Within Us 


as within us. He is not so 


far away 
** Our 
**The 
Perhaps it did 
not seem necessary to him, when he had given us 
He 
did not actually tell us to pray, ‘‘ Our Father which 
He to 
trust us to find out this prayer for ourselves, just as 


Christ said, 
He 


kingdom of heaven is within you.’ 


him. 


Father which art in heaven.’ said also, 


these two truths, to put them together for us. 


art within us.”’ seems have preferred to 


he trusted so many things to his disciples. He 
seems to have known that every one who is striving 
in humbleness of heart must some day hear God’s 
voice in his heart, comforting and guiding and teach- 
ing him. It is then that we know whet Christ meant 
when he said, ‘‘ The Father in me,’’ and ‘‘1 in you.’’ 
Then shall pray without ceasing, as Christ 
prayed, to One who is as near as the beating of our 
own hearts. 


we 


- 


Gain to Children in GOdly parents are a blessed inher- 
Parents’ Goodness jtance for their children. Parents 
who were loved in their day by their fellows are 
something to be grateful for by those who come after 
them. No matter how much of a man a man is in 
himself, he has an added treasure, in time of need, 
when he meets those to whom his father was dear, 
When Solomon, in all his glory, wanted help from 
Hiram, king of Tyre, in building a temple for Jeho- 
vah at Jerusalem, he secured that help on account 
of his father ; for it is said that ‘‘ Hiram was ever a 
lover of David.’ Many a man since that day has 
found how good it is to be the son of a man whom 
God loved, and was loved of God’s children. This 
is a truth to be borne in mind in counting up our 
blessings. In serving God and in winning men’s 
love our parents were laying up treasure for us to 
enjoy. This is also something to bear in mind in 
planning for the welfare of our children. — If we serve 
God lovingly, and win men’s hearts while in God's 
service, we are doing what may be a blessing to our 
children, for which they will be glad and grateful 
when they find its gain in their earthly future. 


Crop 
Outlook for the Coming Year 


NTICIPATION is not always better than reali- 
zation. While the Editor of The Sunday School 
Times has tried to secure an unusually attractive corps 
of writers for 1898, it is his hope that the passing of 
the year will show the paper to have been even better, 
in every way, than the foll6wing advance announce- 
ment will indicate. 
Regular articles on the International Lessons 
will continue, as heretofore, but with some changes 
in their writers. The Oriental Lesson Lights, 
which, for more than seven years past, have been 
furnished in such an able and scholarly way by 
Canon Tristram and Mr. Ewing, will be written by 
the Rev. William Wright, D.D., Editorial Secretary 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, and author 
** Pal- 


and others ‘of like importance. 


of such works as ‘‘ Empire of the Hittites,’’ 
myra and Zenobia,’’ 
Dr. Wright has for years beén in close touch with 
life in the Holy Land, both through study and resi- 
Miss Julia E. 
workers, will write 
H. Clay ’ 
than a 


dence there. Peck, well known -to 


primary Hints for the Primary 
Teacher. r'rumbull will, after an intermis- 
of 
Applications, which have been written so effectively 
during the past fifteen months by the Rev. Dr, 
Wayland Hoyt. 


There 


sion more year, resume Illustrative 


will also be 


to 


many ‘‘side light’’ articles, 


such as 
> 


from time time, on the current lessons, 


‘ 
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‘The Syrophenician Woman,’’ by Frederick W. 
Farrar, D.D., Dean of Canterbury ; ‘‘ Distinctive 
Characteristics of Matthew’s Gospel,’’ by Fred- 
eric Godet, D.D.; ‘‘ Rights of the People under 
Ancient Israel,’’ by the Hon. Judge Mayer Sulz- 
berger, the eminent jurist and Hebrew scholar and 
archeologist ; ‘‘ Oriental Wheat and Tares,’’ by 
Canon H. B. Tristram, D.D., the recognized au- 
thority on the flora of Palestine ; ‘‘ First Year of 
Our Lord’s Ministry,’’ by Samuel J. Andrews, 
D.D., author of ‘‘ The Life of Our Lord ;’’ ‘‘ Taxes 
and Tax Collectors in Galilee,’’ by the Rev. William 
Ewing ; ‘‘The Literary Study of Matthew,’’ by 
Professor Richard G. Moulton, Ph.D., author of 
‘‘The Literary Study of the Bible ;’’ ‘‘ The Crisis 
in Israel which Called forth Elijah and Elisha,’’ by 
Professor Charles Foster Kent, Ph.D., author of 
‘‘A History of the Hebrew People.’’ 

Nor will the alert Sunday-school superintendent 
or teacher fail to find his needs provided for next 
year in the way of articles on tested methods of 
work, in all branches of the school, written by prac- 
tical workers in this country and abroad. Their cus- 
tom of supplying The Sunday Schoo! Times, as a 
matter of course, with accounts of methods which 
they have found to be of real use, makes the experi- 
ence of these workers available for veteran and novice 
alike. Two departments of the paper are devoted 
to this interchange of practical suggestion, growing 
out of actual experience in schools large and small. 
Class and school management, personal work among 
teachers and scholars, plans for extending the useful- 
ness of the individual school, wise expedients in 
awakening interest in Bible study,—all have their 
place in these two departments, in brief paragraph 
and extended article, under the general headings 
‘*Superintendent and other Officers,’’ and ‘‘ For 
the Teacher.’’ 

The progress and results of recent research and 
investigation, as bearing on the Bible, will receive a 
generous share of attention from such writers, on 
both sides of the Atlantic, as Mr. F. Ll. Griffith, 
of the British Museum; Dr. A. L. Long, Vice- 
President of Robert College, Constantinople ; Pro- 
fessors Drs. Herman V. Hilprecht, of the University 
of Pennsylvania ; Fritz Hommel, of Munich ; Peter 
Jensen, of Marburg; A. H. Sayce, of Oxford ; Wil- 
liam M. Ramsay, of Aberdeen; J. P. Mahaffy, of 
Dublin ; G. Dalman, of Leipzig ; Heinrich Zimmern, 
of Halle, Germany, and John H. Bernard, of Dub- 
lin. 

Christian Missions throughout the world will not 
be overlooked. Mr. Robert E. Speer, who has just 
returned from a tour of the missionary stations of the 
world, will write several articles from his store of new 
light and information thus obtained. Mr. John R. 
Mott, of the World’s Student Christian Federation, 
will write one or more articles. And among others 
may be mentioned ‘‘ Alaska as a Missionary Field,’’ 
by Sheldon Jackson, D.D., United States General 
Agent of Education for Alaska; ‘‘ A Statesman- 
Missionary in the Celestial Empire,’’ by James 
Johnston, D.D., and ‘‘ Are Christian Missions Suc- 
cessful in Ceylon and India?’’ by the converted 
riative Hindoo evangelist, V. D. David, whose ad- 
dresses so stirred and aroused the Northfield con- 
ference last summer. 

Besides the particular classes of articles already men- 
tioned, there will be numerous articles on varied 
themes by such writers.as Charles Dudley Warner, W. 
Robertson Nicoll, H. W. Webb-Peploe, Mrs. Annie 
Trumbull Slosson, Thomas Spurgeon, Russell H. 
Conwell, I. Zangwill, Bishop Foss, Hugh Mac- 
millan, S. Schechter, J. R. Miller, William C. 
Prime, Miss Agnes Grace Weld (a niece of Lord 
Tennyson), and Richard Burton. ’ 

All this has value in anticipation only as the though 
and desire of those who read are uplifted and quick- 
ened thereby. And it can have value in realization 
only as lives shall be touched by the words of these 
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men and women, and made richer in spiritual 
growth, more fruitful in the service of the Giver of 
every good gift. 


SOPEN LETTERS 


This department has its purpose and its limitations. Its pur- 
pose is the giving and answering of such of the letters received 
by the Editor as, in his opinion, have, or ought to have, an inter- 
est to readers generally, and for which the space can conveniently 
be found. Its limitations are fixed by the iequirements of other 
departments. There are times when ten letters which might 
have a place here are received, when only one can be printed. 
Letters are warmly welcomed, and they are cordially invited. 
Under no circumstances is an anonymous ietter either answered 
or read by the Editor. The signature to every letter or postal 
card in an unfamiliar handwriting is first looked for. If that be 
lacking, the document is at once destroyed unread. 


Oo 


God’s children can do whatever God 
has for them to do, if they will only 
trust him fully, and be ready and 
willing todo it. But some of them stagger at the words 
of a promise, instead of acting heartily on the assurance 
of that promise. A Sunday-school worker in lowa wants 
light on this subject. He says : 























Power from God to 
Do for God 


In our lesson this morning the words of Mark 16: 17 came up 
for discussion : ‘‘ And these signs shall follow them that believe,"’ 
etc. Does that mean all those who believe, or only the apostles? 
Please give us some light on it. 

A promise of that kind evidently applies to those who 
stand for God, and who need special help from God for 
the doing of God's special work, whether they are called 
apostles, or missionaries, or Christian workers generally. 
Signs and wonders were not to follow even the apostles 
in their work, merely to gratify or to glorify the apostles ; 
they were simply to give needed evidence that the apos- 
tles were approved of God and were his representatives. 
If miracles were needed now by a missionary worker 
among a people who could be reached only in that way, 
who doubts that they would be forthcoming? Read 
J. G. Patan’s record of God's help in his field, if you 
have any doubt on this point. Jesus said, ‘‘ He that 
believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also ; 
and greater works than these shall he do ; because I go 
unto the Father.’’ God's works, in signs and wonders, 
by his representatives in missionary fields in modern 
times, transcend by far the wonders wrought in the same 
line in the days of the apostles. The truth of these 
promises is not to be shown by discussion in a Bible 
class, but it will be verified by any child of God doing 
and daring for God in missionary fields, where God sees 
that he needs signs and wonders, and he trusts God 
utterly to give according to God’s wisdom and love. If 
God sees that you need, for his sake, the literal fulfil- 
ment of that promise, of course he will give it to you ; 
but if he knows that you do not need it for him, of 
course he will not give it to you, however much you 
want to see, for argument's sake, if his word is to be 
depended on. 

—— 


Many a person defers doing his plain 
Church duty because he is puzzled over a 
Authoritative? question which really is not essential 
to his decision or action in the matter. It looks some- 
what as if a Texas correspondent were hesitating in this 
way when he writes : 


is the Bible or the 


Not being a member of any church, I am. at a loss to know 
whether to ‘‘ hear the church,"’ or to rely on my private interpre- 
tation of the Scriptures. Will you kindly favor me by answering 
the following question : Which is authority in spiritual matters, — 
the Church or the Bible? If this question is not appropriate to 
discuss in a Sunday-school paper, do not notice this ; but it is a 
question I am very much interested in at present. 

This question is one which nominally separates the 
Roman Catholic Church from the Protestant churches. 
It would be useless to enter upon its extended discussion 
in these columns. But is there really any need for the 
Texas inquirer to stand hesitating over this question 
before he decides to take those steps, and to do those 
things, which both the Bible and the Church agree in 
declaring to be important for him? No branch of the 
Christian Church claims tq teach any truth or to enjoin 
any duties which are inconsistent with the plain teachings 
of the Bible. According to Bible and to Church, a man 
ought to love God supremely, and to love his fellows as 


‘vation ; 
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God’s children ; he ought to conform his acts, words 
and thoughts, at all times, to God's requirements - 
he should trust Jesus Christ as God's representative 
and live in conformity to his teachings, as his hearty and 
submissive follower. According to both Bible angq 
Church, ‘‘ with the heart man believeth unto righteous. 
ness ; and with the mouth confession is made unto sa). 
and it is the plain duty of every follower of 
Christ to love Christ's brethren, and to join with then 
in worship, and service, and those proofs of fellowship 
which he has enjoined. Until a man can say sincerely, 
‘* All these things I do with heartiness and fidelity,” he 
need not be exercised about beliefs and action beyond, 
Those things will be clearer to him then, and he can 
safely follow God’s guidance in the path of wisdom, 
‘If any man willeth to do his will, he shall know of the 
teaching.’’ The best way to know more of God's will js 
by conforming to God's will as far as we know. 


a. wi 


Authorities are not always authorita- 
tive. Adictionary or cyclopedia may 
be recognized as a standard authority, and yet it may 
contain some statements which are not authoritative, 
A biographical sketch of Dr. Cunningham Geikie, re. 
cently published in the contributors’ columns of The 
Sunday School Times, has called out letters criticis. 
ing the writer's statement that Dr. Geikie was edu- 
cated in Queen's College, Toronto, and entered the 
ministry as a Presbyterian clergyman. Both letters are 
from Toronto. The first, from a lady who is interested 
in giving Dr. Geikie due credit as a Congregationalist, 
says : 


About Dr. Getkie 


I notice in your issue of October 16 an article on Cunningham 
Geikie, in which it says ‘‘he was educated in Queen's College, 
Toronto.’’ Dr. Geikie received his theological training in the 
Canadian Congregational College, then in Toronto. The college 
has since been removed to Montreal. 

The second is from a clergyman who is personally well 
acquainted with Dr. Geikie and his family. He says : 

_In the sketch of Dr. Cunningham Geikie, in your issue of Octo- 
ber 16, it is said that ‘*he was educated in Queen's College, 
Toronto, entered the ministry as a Presbyterian clergyman, and 
held a pastorate in Halifax, Nova Scotia, from 1851 to 1854." 
There is a slight error here. Queen's College is not in Toronto, 
but in Kingston, where it always has been. Dr. Geikie was edu- 
cated at the Congregational Theological Institute at Toronto, now 


the Canadian Congregational College of British North America, . 


located at Montreal. He held the pastorates of two Congrega- 
tional churches in Ontario for short periods before going to Hali- 
fax; where he also was pastor of a Congregational church. He 
then gave up the regular ministry for a time, and was engaged in 
the book business in Toronto for some years before going to 
England. 

The writer of the biographical sketch was possessed 
of first-hand information from Dr. Geikie himself on 
many points in the article. He was not therefore de- 
pendent upon any previous publication for the facts 
which constitute the main body of the sketch. The two 
particulars, however, as to Dr. Geikie’s theological edu- 
cation, and as to his being originally a Presbyterian 
clergyman, were drawn from three standard works,— 
Lippincott’s Universal Pronouncing Dictionary of Biog- 
raphy, Johnson's Universal Cyclopedia, and the sup- 
plementary volume of the Schaff-Herzog Encyclopedia 
of Religious Knowledge. All three of these agree in the 
statement that Dr. Geikie was a Presbyterian pastor in 
Canada, and the latter two books agree in the statement 
that he was educated at Queen's College, Toronto. The 
latter statement, of course, is wrong, since there is no 
Queen's College at Toronto. In order to be sure that 
the readers of The Sunday School Times shall be cor- 
rectly informed in the matter, the Editor wrote to Dr. 
Geikie, and received a reply which at least indicates how 
the mistake of the cyclopedias in regard to his being 4 
Presbyterian may have arisen. Dr. Geikie's reply is 45 
follows : 4 

I received my classical education in, Edinburgh, and, after end- 
ing my mathematical classes, went out, at the age of over nine 
teen, to my father, then minister of what is now known as the 
Presbyterian Church of Moore, River Si. Clair, the church having 
been built by him. Thence I went, in 18¢q4, to the Congres* 
tional College, then in Toronto, and attended its theological and 
other classes for four years, ani the University of Toronto for 
Hebrew. I subsequently acted as minister in the Congregational 
body at Whitby, Ontario, and Halifax, Nova Scotia, finally ™ 
turning to England, where also I was for a time a minister 19 the 
same body. For some years, after resigning my charge. | acted 
as reader and editor, and then gave myself up to literature. MY 
ordination in the Church of England was in 1876. I am D.D. 
the Church of Scotland University of Kingston, Canada, and 
LL.D. of the University of Edinburgh. 
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Let Us Give Thanks 


By Margaret E. Sangster 


HE days are so full of pleasure, 
a5 The nights so bright with cheer, 
Thou hast heaped so high the-measure 
Of life’in the passing year, 
That, Master and Lord, we bless thee, 
And bring thee thankful praise ; 
Our reverent lips address thee 
At this parting of the ways.’ 


Many a time, and often, 
Thou hast pardoned our foolish pride, 
Hast tarried our griefs to soften, 
Hast our selgsh prayers denied. 
The kinsman and the stranger 
Alike have known thy grace, 
And the sword of the unseen danger 
Has fled before thy face. 
Many a time thy vision, 
Clear in the light of love, 
Hath aided our slow decision, 
And pointed our eyes above. 
Thy hand hath poured the chalice, 
And broken the daily bread, 
Till the hut has been as the palace, 
And as princes we have fed. 
From the gins and traps of error 
Thou hast turned our feet away,— 
Hast saved our hearts from the terror 
Of the unbegotten day. 
Our lot in thy land has ever 
In fairest ground been cast ; 
Thou hast left us lonely never, 
Though our dear ones hence have passed. 
For into thine own sweet heaven, 
Heme of their souls and ours, 
They have entered, sin-forgiven, 
To praise with fuller powers ; 
And therefore now we praise thee, 
With all who have gone before, 
The endless hymn we raise thee, 
And bless thee, and adore. 
And still thou art always with us, 
Even unto the end ; 
Thyself, our strength, art with us, 
Ever our guide and friend. 
How can the life be dreary ° 
In the sun of thy ceaseless care, 
Or the path be aught but cheery, 
When thou art everywhere ? 


Brooklyn, N. Y. 
eo 


Preparing to Teach a Bible Class 
By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


WING to the physical infirmity of deafness, I do 
not teach my Bible class in a way to be recom- 
mended to others. While it is possible for those seated 
in front to make me hear their questions, it is impossibie 
in so large a class to adopt the ideal method of question 
and answer (as in my seminary instruction), since few 
of the men present would make their answers intelligible 
tome. Accordingly, a running comment on the lesson 
is given, broken occasionally by a question from the 
auditors. As we follow the International series, but 
usually a month or two in advance of the Sunday-school, 
the members of the class have not the advantage of the 
helps furnished by The Sunday School Tames and simi- 
lar periodicals. Probably a statement of the method of 
preparation will be more profitable for teachers than a 
description of the mode of instruction. 

In the first place, for me thorough preparation is an 
absolute necessity. There is a popular impression that 
a professor of exegesis is. sufficiently familiar with the 
lesson to teach it without any special preparation. But 
ho public instruction should be attempted in such a 
Way. The danger of trusting the memory is too great 
The teacher cannot interest unless he has first interested 
himself by immediate research. It is immoral, espe- 
cially in handling the Word of God, to explain what has 
ant become clear through one’s own patient study. 
Emergencies will arise when the teacher must needs 
fall back upon previous labors, but, as a rule, the secret 
of Successful teaching is immense and immediate prepa- 
ration. 


My method is not the result of any preconceived 
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theory, but has grown out of the habits of many years 
and the needs of the class. Unconsciously, I have gone 
through three distinct processes, as | now see, in fitting 
myself for the hour with my Bible class. 
labelled for convenience : Collection, Selection, and 
Recollection. Each is important, and the three have 
become indispensable in my work. 

Collection is the gathering of the material for the 
knowledge of the lesson. Not simply material for the 
class, but material for myself. Here the process is 
almost purely exegetical, and is to a large extent inde- 
pendent of the adaptation of the matter for the class. 
The first task is to know the lesson. 
be too firmly held in mind. 

In collecting the material for a knowledge of the les- 
son, some special helps are necessary for me, and a few 
of them I have myself constructed. 
the lesson 


These may be 


This point cannot 


The exact words of 
in Greek are first to be determined. For 
this I use Scrivener’s edition of the Greek Testament, in 
which I have marked all the various readings accepted 
by the Revisers. But no references to 
authorities in Scrivener, my working copy of Tischen- 
dorf (Critica Minor, Vill) is compared, and every read- 
ing in his text differing from the Received text, and 
accepted by the Revisers, is underscored, the alternate 
reading of the 


as there are 


Received, given in his notes, being 
also underscored. © 1 never discuss publicly any passage 
in the New Testament without having previously, at 
some time or other, gone through this labor. It 
immense help. 


is an 
The judgment of the Revisers is not 
only reviewed, but the eye is readily directed to the 
authorities for the different readings. The passage be- 
comes familiar in its minute details. 

The next step involves a comparison of the Authorized 
and Revised Versions. Every variation in reading or 
rendering, or in order of words, between the two, so far 
as the lesson is concerned, I then mark in the copy of 
the Revised New Testament which I use with the Bible 
class. - Very often this has been done for some previous 
occasion. By this 
time, the various questions arising in connection with the 
Most of them have 
been settled, either by the correct reading, or by the ob- 


vious grammatical sense of the passage. 


But I make the comparison anew. 


lesson are fairly before the mind. 


Still the exact meaning of certain words may be in 
doubt. In such cases, even before consulting a lexicon, 
I use an interleaved copy of Hudson’ s Greek-English Con- 
cordance, in which I have recorded all the verbal 
changes made by the Revisers. .At a glance I can see 
how the given word has been rendered in both versions, 
how often it occurs, etc. If doubt still remains, Thayer's 
Lexicon is at hand, and two or three commentaries, 
—real commentaries, that explain the lexical and gram- 
matical points, 


platitudes. 


not concatenated collections of pious 


Whenever topographical or political questions are in- 
Bible 
Chronological questions, especially during this year, 
have called for much investigation. 


volved, -maps and dictionaries are consulted. 
Professor Ramsay's 
exasperatingly brilliant discussions have been followed 
with care—and with caution. Printed comments of my 
own, covering most of the Sunday-school lessons, are in 
existence. These 1 naturally consult, but never before 
renewed and careful study of the Greek, lest I should be 
prejudiced by my earlier judgments, or be content to 
rest too much upon previous preparation. 

That much labor is required will be evident to the 
reader. jut then nothing has been taken for granted. 
The references have been verified, and the results seem 
kind that can be dis- 
tributed through the week, and resumed at any interval 


of leisure. 


well assured. The labor is of a 
The memory recalls the tarious questions, 
and some puzzles are solved as I walk the streets or sit 
collected is 


The material thus 


greatly beyond the requirement of the Bible class work ; 


on my front porch. 


but capital has been laid up, the judgment has been 
trained, and there comes a blessed hope that the real 
meaning of the Scripture has been fully and firmly 
grasped. ; 

Selection is the inevitable necessity in view of the 
abundance of material gathered. Indeed, it is, to a large 
extent, always necessary, since successful teaching im- 
plies adaptation of matter to the pupils. The process 
of collection just described does not differ greatly from 
the preparation for my seminary instruction ; but the 
process of selection for the Bible class must be a different 


one. Seminary exercises require special attention to the 
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textual, lexical, and grammatical questions involved in 
the passage, but in the Bible class these must be only 
incidentally referred to. It is true some of the class 
read the Greek Testament, and I always take mine with 
me ; yet it would be unfair to the great majority present 
if much time were devoted to these points. Occasion- 
ally they must be stated, to justify an explanation, and 
I should not feel safe in teaching any class of thoughtful 
Yet the 
main matter in this exercise is to present results, and 


people, were I unprepared on these topics. 


such points as seem adapted for the members of the 
class. 

As a basis of exposition, use is, of course, made of" the 
Revised Version, though it is difficult to induce all 
present to own and read it. It is therefore necessary to 
notice and justify the important changes made by the 
Revisérs, as well as to explain the passage in general. 
The choice of these emendations, and of the clauses 
requiring elucidation, is by no means an easy task. Too 
much detail may desiccate the lesson ; too little attention 
to words and their relations may encourage an inexact 
way of reading the Bible, and leave room for padding 
the instruction with irrelevant exhortation. My method 
of securing a proper choice and gathering the matter 
into something like unity is as follows. In a small 
memorandum book I note, after a few references to 
time, place etc., the words and clauses to be explained, 
rarely, however, writing the explanation, except where 
This book I take 
to the class, but rarely open it when there. _ Its office is 
to keep me in the proper line of preparation, not to help 
me in the actual work of instruction, 


some special exactness is requited, 


No record is made 
of illustrations, since these come to me only too readily. 
Occasionally a fyll sentence is written out, but as a rule 
four pages (16mo) are filled with verbal extracts from the 
Revised Version, and catchwords to suggest a certain 
line of thought. These memoranda are to ‘blaze the 
path"’ 


‘* Recollection "' 


along which I am to go. 

is scarcely an adequate term for the 
final process, and in some respects the most important 
one, though of little value unless based upon the pre- 
ceding preparation. It is the concluding effort to mas- 
ter the lesson, or, rather, the allowing it to master you. 
As a purely mental exercise, not conjoined with books 
and memoranda, it is more difficult to analyze and ex- 
plain. The matter selected out of the mass of exegeti- 
cal results is re-col/ected (that is, gathered up afresh in 
the mind), for the distinct purpose of bringing it to bear 
upon the class. In the first process of collection the 
study concerns itself only with the lesson, in the second 
the needs of the class come into view, but in the third 
the mind ‘of the teacher seeks how to bring Jesson and 
class together. The unity of the passage, its bearing 
upon individual members of the class, and other practi- 
cal points, now receive attention. 

Not only so, but there is a recollection in the usual 
sense of the term. The selected matter is patiently re- 
viewed, so that it is fixed in the memory,-—not memo- 
rized ; for there is a wide difference between what is 
learned by rote and what is fixed in mind by familiarity. 
The Revised New Testament, used in the class, is kept 
open during this part of the preparation, so that the eye 
may help the memory in readily associating with the 
words the proper comments. In this way the necessity 
for using my memorandum book is avoided,—a clear 
gain, since thus I can look the class in the face, and 
hold their attention more completely. Moreover, I can- 
not expect them to carry away much in their minds if I 
cannot carry it-to them in my mind, Nor can any one 
talk familiarly on a great subject until he has himself 
become very familiar with it. Teachers and preachers 
often talk above the heads of their hearers, because’ they 
have not attained to such familiarity, and hence cannot 
translate te@hnical phrases pertaining to their subject into 
the vocabulary of the people. 

Continued reflection necessarily accompanies this re- 
collection of the biblical material. The mind and heart 
feed upon it, assimilate it. The teacher finds its spir- 
itual significance for himself, and thus the better en- 
forces its spiritual lessons upon his class. There is 
little profit in any other practical use of a Sunday-school 
lesson. Moral observations ‘‘ tacked on"’ to the narra- 
tive simply lead pupils away from the proper use of the 
Bible. 


legitimately from the exegetical results. 


The true spiritual lessons grow naturally and 
To the very hour of instruction this reflection con- 


tinues. The lesscn is fresh in my own mind and heart, 
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and thus it can be presented with freshness to the class ; 
for in biblical instruction, it seems to me, dulness is 
criminal. The first process of collection guards against 
the dulness of verbose haranguing, since there is too 
much collected to allow of that. But such thorough 
preparation may lead to pedantic dulness, or to a 
purely intellectual treatment of the lesson. Hence the 
importance attached to this final process of assimilation. 
It guards against excessive detail by fixing the selected 
matter in the mind. It guards against purely intellec- 
tual treatment, because reflection has made the lesson 
vocal to the teacher for vital results. 

‘Lhus prepared, I go to the class, and make a running 
exposition, using a blackboard and a map, asking a 
question occasionally, but at all events seeking to hold 
the attention of all present, and generally succeeding, if 
appearances are not altogether deceptive. 

This frank and full statement is made, not for the pur- 
pose of recommending to others this method of prepara- 
tion in all its details, since it would be impossible for 
many to adopt it, but in the conviction that the habits it 
illustrates are based upon principles of general validity, 
—principles that might well be borne in mind by all 
who'teach the Bible, whether in the Sunday-school or 
from the pulpit. 


Western Theological Seminary, Allegheny, Pa. 
CFS 
The Senior Bible Class for 1898 


By Professor Dr. F. K. Sanders 


— The Senior Bible Class was begun a year ago 

as a department of The Sunday School Times, it 
was intended to minister to certain definite needs of the 
Sunday-school world. Neither the editor nor the lesson 
writer purposed to add merely one more to the already 
abundant helps for teachers. They had chiefly in mind 
the adult members of the Sunday-school,—the Bible 
classes made up of those members of the congregation 
who enjoy a fruitful discussion of the themes suggested 
by the passage for the day, and are glad to discuss them 
from as broad a standpoint as possible. Many in. our 
churches ceasé to attend the Sunday-school because the 
usual method of teaching the lesson does not give them 
that growing insight into the Bible as a whole which 
they crave. They will respond, however, to proper 
leadership, along lines of study which keep exactly in 
touch with the lessons studied by the Sunday-schools, 
and yet are continuous and complete, by a simple and 
effective method which sacrifices mere data of study to 
results. Given an intelligent, well-equipped, and en- 
thusiastic leader, who is wise in knowing what to offer 
to his class and what to demand from it, and such a 
class is invariably a success. 

The Senior Bible Class is an attempt to make such 
a Class feasible in any community by preparing in ad- 
vance such an outline of its work upon a lesson as an 
experienced leader might make for his own class. It is 
far easier to modify an outline than to make one. It is 
not supposed that the outline printed each week is ideal, 
nor that it will .be satisfactory to all who use it, but it 
at least furnishes a basis of work which admits of easy 
alteration. 

The method of Bible-class work suggested by the out- 
lines is not especially novel. It is certainly not imprac- 
ticable. It has never failed, in the writer's experience, 
when given a fair test, to develop an interesting, educa- 
tive, and permanent Bible class. It does not claim to 
be an ideal method, but a good working method for 
classes. It does not pretend to set forth the best possi- 
ble study of the Sunday-school lesson from the stand- 
point of one who is preparing to teach the lesson. This 
is the function of the Outline Studies prepgred by the 
American Institute of Sacred Literature. It does not 
aim to interpret the lesson material. This is admirably 
done by other departments of The Sunday School Times. 
It does not look at the lesson from the standpoint of the 
individual teacher. Such are abundantly provided for 
already. It merely seeks to furnish a handy, well-organ- 
ized, suggestive working outline for an adult class and 
its leader,—an outline which directs attention to things 
which are really important and worthy of discussion. 

During the past year some difficulties have been en- 
countered by those using The Senior Bible Class which 
may be mentioned in passing. The half-hour given to 
the study of the lesson in the average school is found too 
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brief for the thorough consideration of the ten questions 
usually found in the outline. It may be said that this 
will inevitably be the case, unless directions are followed 
in regard to general and special preparation. A wise 
leader, too, can easily omit the one or two questions 
which seem to him least important. Some have thought 
that insufficient stress has been laid on the spiritual sug- 
gestions of the lessons. No attempt, however, is made 
to do more than suggest two or three fruitful thoughts, 
to which any interested class.will add many. A third 
complaint has related to the books suggested, one corre- 
spondent ‘remarking that his class was not within reach 
of a well-stocked theological library. It is a mistake to 
suppose that all the books referred to under any one 
lesson were to be consulted. Some classes had one or 
two or three of the reference books, other classes had 
others. In order that each class should make use of 
those which it had, the references were made numerous. 
It is to be noticed, moreover, that, except in rare cases, 
the questions asked can be answered without recourse to 
any other book than the Bible itself, with such assist- 
ance as The Sunday School Times affords. 

The Senior Bible Class will cover, during the next six 
months, the whole Gospel of Matthew. It will aim to 
bring to the attention of the classes using the outlines, 
not merely the gospel facts as Matthew relates them, but 
such related questions as enable the student to gain a grasp 
of the gospel as a whole. It is hoped that many classes 
will be encouraged to try this method of study for the 
next half-year. It is intended, primarily, for adult 
Bible classes, but can be, and has been, made useful in 
other ways. 

The weekly teachers’ -meeting can be made profitable 
and interesting by the use of The Senior Bible Class 
outline, which is published several weeks in advance. 
It will also be advantageous for use with a class of those 
willing to act, when needed, as substitute teachers. 
This class should keep one week ahead of the regular 
Sunday-school, so that its members will always be pre- 
pared to teach. A third use of the outlines has been 
quite general during the past year,—many have liked 
them for thoughtful home study. 

It is unnecessary that the directions for class work be 
printed here. They are printed, together with the list 
of recommended reference books on Matthew's Gospel, 
on a leaflet which will be sent free to any one on re- 
quest to the office of The Sunday School Times. 


Yale University. 
HO 
Origin of the Austrian Hymn 


By Kenyon West 


SHORT time ago the people of Vienna celebrated, 
with imposing and grateful ceremonies, the cen- 
tenary of the national hymn of Austria. It seems 
strange that this circumstance should have been ignored 
by the different musical and literary newspapers of this 
country. It is of interest, not only to. the countless 
Germans who live here, but to every one who has sym- 
pathy for patriotism and a love for the best music. 

Josef Haydn has won his place among the great mas- 
ters, not alone because he wrote his sublime oratorio, 
not alone because of the wealth of idea, the beauty, the 
distinctive charm, of his other works, but because he 
marks an era in the development of the divine art 
of music. Without him there would be a gap in its 
Called by Mozart and many other friends 
‘‘ Papa Haydn,”’ he deserves the name in another Sense. 
The first to give “scientific form and precision to the 
grand symphony, 4o invent the quartet and other kinds 
of chamber music, and to reveal their infinite capabili- 
ties, he is justly called a pioneer, a path-breaker, the 
father of modern orchestral music. 

Like all the great musicians, Haydn had his share of 
disappointments and trials,—‘‘ poor devils'’ was the 
term he applied to his fellow-workers and to himself, — 
but many joys came to him alsd, more joys than ever 
blessed Mozart, Beethoven, or Schubert. 

It is one of the happy occasions of Haydn's life which 
the people of Vienna have recently commemorated. 

A hundred years ago there was living in, Vienna a 
man who was quite prominent in its political and social 
life, and as he fancied himself a musician, he patronized 
both music and musicians ; but, when he finally died, 
those whom he patronized were ungrateful enongh to 


history. 
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speak of his different compositions being as still as jj. 
poor mortal body was in its imposing tomb. But Baron 
van Swieten did many kind and gracious things, ang 
one thing he did deserves special gratitude. If th, 
Vienngse did not include-him in their commemoration 
of the centenary of their national song, then they showeq 
inexcusable forgetfulness. 

In Haydn's visits to England he had, of course, often 
heard ‘‘God Save the King’’ sung with the vim anq 
enthusiasm characteristic of the English. Haydn fre. 
quently said that he envied them the possession of this 
national song, and in August, 1795, when he came back 
home from his last visit, his heart was all aglow with 
high resolve. Baron van Swieten had provided Haydn 
with a traveling carriage for this memorable visit to Eng. 
land, and, naturally enough, he and ‘Papa Haydn" 
saw much of each other. One result of their frequent 
talks was that the worthy baron caught some of the en- 
thusiasm which inspired Haydn, Thereupon the baron 
went to the Count von Saurau, then prime minister, and 
suggested that Lorenz Leopold Hauschka, a poet who 
he knew could do good work, be asked to furnish some 
words from which Haydn could compose a national song, 

This was in 1796, when the whole country was in a 
fever of excitement over the stupendous upheaval of the 
French Revolution, and the subsequent alarming activity 
of the French army. Hauschka soon had the words 
written down, and fine and noble words they were, 
making up a poem of much greater artistic merit than 
**God Save the King.’’ Haydn advised, helped, grew 
daily more enthusiastic. On the 28th of January, 1797, 
a’ meeting was arranged between him and the prime 
minister. After greetings were exchanged, the old man, 
with trembling hands, gave to Count von Saurau the 
mantscript of the music he had set to Hauschka's words: 
‘* Gott erhalte Franz den Kaiser’’ («God save the Em- 
peror Francis’’]. Haydn knew that, however beautiful 
or distinctively original his work might be, it would 
require just this kind of patronage in order to win 
immediate recognition. And in two short weeks only 
would come the emperor's birthday. With:diffidence, 
and yet with fervor, he gave expression to-the ardent 
wish of his heart that what .he,,had.,just written might 
be received with such favor that.it- would be pub- 
licly sung as the national song of his native country. 
The count, maybe, shrugged his shoulders, but he knew 
well that whatever Haydn wrote was sure to -be of value. 
Besides, a unity of sentiment and affection bound these 
two men together. - However different might be their 
social influence and rank, their love for country and for 
king was equally sincere and strong. The first words 
of the poem sent the quick bound to the count's pulse. 
‘« It shall be as you wish,’’ he exclaimed with a smile, 
as he grasped his companion’s hand. 

On February 12, two weeks later, came the birthday of 
the Emperor Francis. The national theater of Vienna was 
alight, crowded, expectant. There and in every theater 
throughout the province was sung Haydn's immortal 
music,—a genuine Volkslied, emanating, indeed, frem a 
great master of the art of music, but distinctively ¢ ‘ and 
belonging to the people. The whole country was on fire 
with enthusiasm both for the song and for the composer. 
And let us hope the poet Hauschka was not forgotten. 
The emperor was greatly pleased at the manifestation of 
this popular feeling. He sent Haydn a portrait of him- 
self, and a generous present of solid ducats. But the 
great soul of Haydn found its reward, not im ducats, nor 
yet in the fleeting, capricious breath of popular regard. 
His reward was that his own patriotism had been glor'- 
ously recognized, and that he had been permitted to 
bestow upon his country and upon the world a great 
gift, which was destined to win an immortality of fame. 
Beethoven said, ‘‘ Music ought to strike fire from the 
souls of men."’. It does, it does! For a hundred years 
this national song has inspired Austrian patriots, made 
their hearts glow with ardor, their /pulses thrill with en- 
thusiasm and holy joy. And we in America know it in 
another form. Beautiful in its stately simplicity, 'S5 
devotional character, its tender grace, it is used as 4 
hymn-tune in many of our churches, and is frequently 
sung. My own feeling is that music, wrested from the 
words to which it originally was sét, and made to ft 
other words, however beautiful or devotional they ™2y 
be, loses half of its charm and its power: I prefer 0 
associate this famous music only with Hauschka’s im- 
mortal words, —‘‘ Gott erhalte Franz den Kaiser.’ 

Thereafter the theme of this Austrian hymn seemed 


Nov‘ 


to be : 
ite of 
the we 
called 
the or 
his qu 
the en 
and th 
than t 
ing it 
bling 
Napol 
shell v 
no fe: 
anima 
then t 
Empe 
expre: 
Only | 
his re: 
Bre 


ae 
it 


: i 


becat 
to te 
need 

Th 
drove 
Dorff 
and ¢ 


“ee { 
pa's 
Mag; 

Or 
great 

W 
hous 
right 
it's ; 

T 
little 
said. 
gene 
have 


Sun 


her 
S 
. 


Mrs 


shi 





November 27, 1897 


to be sacred to Haydn’s heart, and it became the favor- 
ite of all his works. He treated it most exquisitely in 
the well-known variations in the Quartet-Opus 76, No. 3, 
called ‘‘ The Kaiser Quartet,"’ and both variations and 
the original song were played often and often by him in 
his quiet, meditative hours in his little cottage. When 
the end was coming,—slowly, silently, the end coming, 
and the life beyond seemed nearer and more tangible 
than this, —-the old man found much consolation by play- 
ing it over and over, and singing it in his feeble, trem- 
bling tones. And every one knows how, in 1809, when 
Napoleon’ s army had reached Vienna, and the shot and 
shell were bursting over the city, Haydn seemed to have 
no fear, even when a shell fell into his garden. He 
animated his servants with courage, going every now and 
then to the old piano to play once more the Hymn to the 
Emperor, And he played it with such heart-breaking 
expressiveness that all who heard him were in tears. 
Only a few days after, and he had gone peacefiilly to 
his rest. 
Brooklyn, N.Y. 
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FOR CHILDINEN« 
A Thanksgiving Present 


By F. L. B. 


HE Dorffs had moved once before that year, and a 
great many other times too. This time they moved 
because the man who owned their old, house was going 
to tear it down. It was an old, worn-out house, and 
needed tearing down. 

The father had work, so he was busy all day.. He 
drove a team for a grocer. “So the mother had left the 
Dorff baby with Annie, the oldest girl, who was twelve, 
and gone out to find a house. 

‘‘ What do you ‘spect it'll be like?’’ asked Bob. 

«Oh ! maybe it'll be a real fine house this time, now 
pa’s got work,'’ said Annie. 

‘‘] hope none of the windows ‘Il be broken,’’ said 
Maggie. ~ 

One of their front windows had wrapping-paper over a 
great hole in the glass. 

When the mother came home, 
house. 


she had taken a 

‘I’ve got to pay four dollars to the man that owns it 
right now, or he won't-let me move in,'’ she said. ‘‘ But 
it's a lots better house than this one.’’ 

‘¢ Tell us” bout it,"’ Said all the children. 

The mother did not answer. She was counting what 
little money she had in the house. 

‘I've not got that four dollars by fifty cents,’’ she 
said. ‘* Suppose I write a note to Miss Thomas. She 
generally lets me have what I ask for, and you children 
haven't been there for three weeks."’ 

‘‘Miss Thomas ‘ll ask us why we haven't been to 
Sunday-school,’’ said Maggie. 

‘‘You can just tell her to look at your shoes,’’ said 

her mother. 
. She.took down some paper and a bit of a pencil. 
Mrs. Dorff did not often write letters. She sent the bit 
of paper the landlord had given her to show Miss 
Thomas that she really meant to move, and where the 
new house was. She asked Miss Thomas to lend her 
fifty cents. 

Bob and Maggie started off with the note. It was 
bright and fresh ontside. Inside it had been dark and 
close, with a strong smeil of the soup that cooked on the 
Stove. 

It was a long walk to where Miss Thomas lived. Bob 
and Maggie often went there.» Sometimes Miss Thomas 
told them to come, as she had a dress or a pair of shoes 
for them ; sometimes Mrs. Dorff sent them to ask for 
things. 

Miss Thomas taught in a Sunday-school,—the one 
where the little Dorffs weather was 


§00d and they had ‘shoes. Very often they had no 
shoes. ’ 


went when the 


_Miss Thomas was not rich, but her home looked very 
hice to the Dorffs: 

Miss Thomas Came down on the porch to see ther 
It was only a week before Thanksgiving, but the weather 


had kept quite warm and btight- There were some gay 
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chrysanthemums blooming in pots. 
beautiful to Maggie and Bob. 

At first, Miss Thomas said she was very busy. But, 
after she had read the note, she went upstairs, and at 
last came down with an envelope which she.put in the 
pocket of Maggie's jacket. 

‘« It Has money in it. 


They looked very 


she said. 

So Mrs. Dorff paid the man his four dollars, and a 
few days after, they all moved into the other house, 
which was not far away. 

Ahe grocer let Mr. Dorff use the wagon for one load 
of the furniture, and the rest was not too heavy for Mr. 
Dorff and a neighbor to carry round after the day's work 
was over. 


Don't lose it,’ 


It was not a pretty house, and it was not a nice house, 
yet, when the stove was set up, and the old beds and the 
few chairs put in place, it was home to the little Dorffs, 
and there was glass in all the windows. 
more. 


And there was 


By the front door there was a rose-bush. Half had 
been broken off close to the roots, and what was left 
stuck out in a funny crooked way, but it was a real rose- 
bush. The Dorff children were sure of that, because 
there was a bud on it, and the bud showed pink within 
the green cover. 

That one rosebud gave the Dorff children enough hap- 
piness to*last three days. 
school. 


They had not been to Sunday- 
Bob's shoes and Annie's shoes were both worn 
out, and it was a long walk for Maggie to take alone. 
But the grocer where Mr. Dorff worked gave him some 
cast-off shoes. Annie and Bob felt rich with them. 
Thursday Day Mrs. Dorfi's 
brother, who worked over in town, had the day off, and 


was Thanksgiving 
he was coming to dinner, and going to bring a piece of 
beef, and perhaps something more. The little Dorffs 
were very happy. 

Mrs. Dorff was almost happy herself. Her husband 
could not be home until afternoon, but she meant to save 
some of the dinner for him. 

‘* Run out and play, children ; 
you,’’ she said. 


the room's too full of 


The little Dorfis almost always minded their mother ; 
besides, they were glad to go and play. 

The first thing they saw was that little pink rose. 

«Oh! let's take that rose to Miss Thomas,'’ said 
Maggie. , 


«She'd like it, I guess,'’ said Bob. ‘‘She ‘most 


always has flowers pinned on her."’ 
‘«Yes,’’ said Annie, ‘‘and we 'most always go there 
to get things. I'd like to fake her something some- 


times."’ 

The walk did not seem so long as on other days, The 
little Dorffs took turns carrying that one belated little 
rose. As they came up the street toward Miss Thomas's 
house, they saw Miss Thomas come down the steps, and 
turn to go in the other direction. She had on her pret- 
tiest clothes, and there was a gentleman with her. 

‘«Oh, run, Bob, and catch her !'’ 

Bob ran as fast as he could, and called 
Thomas !'’ to make sure she would turn round. 

She did turn round, and she smiled when she saw Bob. 

‘Why, how are you, Bob ?"’ she said. 

Then she saw Maggie and Annie, and waited until 
they came up. Maggie had the rose. 

‘* How's the new house ?’’ asked Miss Thomas. 

‘He's very well. It's very nice,’’ said the children. 

Then Annie pushed Maggie forward. 


cried Annie. 
‘* Miss 


‘« That rose is for you,’’ she said. 

‘* Yes,’” 
always givin’ us things.’ 

‘« It's a Thanksgiving present,”’ said Maggie shyly. 

Miss Thomas looked very much pleased, yet there were 
tears in her eyes too. She took off the bunch of violets she 
was wearing, and put the rose in their place. The Dorff 
children were delighted. 

‘Was there any message ?"’ Miss Thomas asked. 

‘«No, we just comed ourselves. Mother didn’t send 
us,"’ said Maggie. ‘‘ The only message there was, was 
just the rose."’ 


said Bob; ‘‘it grew in our new yard. 


You're 


‘And you came all the way from home to bring it to 
me. You are dear children, and it has pleased me,"’ 
said Miss Thomas. ‘‘ Good-by.'’ 

The_li* » Dorffs ran nearly all the way home when 

ete not walking the curb, or playing ‘‘ Follow my 
seader,"’ or jumping off of steps. They were very hungry 
for their Thanksgiving dinner. 

Philadelphia. 





Published Christmas Exercises 


‘S IS no easy task to give supe ‘intendents and com- 

mittees a hint of the character and contents of more 
than fifty Cliristmas exercises for the Sunday-schoel, 
published this year. Several publishers offer a choice 
of fout, five, or six exercises. If the superintendent had 
the whole pile before him to select from, the under- 
taking might be bewildering. Only a few of the more 
attractive ones can be mentioned here, roughly classified 
in groups. Whether they are primary services, can- 
and old 


carols, the price is about the same, usually four dollars 
for a hundred copies. 


tatas, mixed services, or collections of new 


Primary Exercises 


These are not many in number. © The John Church 
Company (Cincinnati) issues ‘‘ Christmas Snow Stars,’’ 
by Mrs. Wilbur F. Crafts and J. R. Murray, for the 
younger children, which is beautiful and original, con- 
sisting almost entirely of songs and chants, with diree; 
tions for representing the Nerth Wind, the Robin, and 
the Stars. It could be used on Sunday. ~*Mrs, Otis 
Atwood’ s.exercise on ‘‘ The Brownies’ Visit to the Chil- 
dren’’ (H. D. Noyes & Co., Boston) is intended to be 
used on a day in holiday week. It consists of tableaux 
‘“‘An Old-Time Christ- 
mas Party,'’ by Marguerite Cook (the D. C. Cook Pub- 
lishing Co., Chicago), is a succession of dialogs and 
songs, with considerable variety. ‘‘ Christmas Vis- 
itors,"’ by E, E. Hewitt and I. H. Meredith (the Tullar- 
Meredith Co., Chicago), is an exercise for the whole 


and dialogs, 'without songs. 


school, with songs, recitations, and responsive readings, 
and containing a special exercise for the primary chil- 
dren, representing Robinson Crusoe and several of the 
Mother Goose characters. 


Cantatas 


Of six cantatas offered by the D. C. Cook Publishing 
Co. (Chicago), perhaps the best one is ‘‘The Coming 
of the King,’’ by Ida Reed Smith and T. Martin Towne. 
It is dignified and worshipful, and the music is good, 
There are hints on costuming, to represent India, 
Greece, and Egypt, and various Old Testament charac- 
ters. Others have more of the Santa Claus element, 
a mixture of secular and sacred. Of these the ‘‘ Crown- 
ing of Christmas,’’ by the same authors and publisher, 
consists of the tribute of special days, as New Year's 
Day, Valentine's Day, etc., to Christmas, represented 
by boys and girls in costume. If it is to be Santa 
Claus, the ‘‘ easy cantata'’ issued by J. J. Hood (Phila- 
delphia) entitled ‘Our Old Santa Claus,’’ 
has much to commend it. The words are by E. E. 
Hewitt. The music, by Adam Geibel, is bright and 
pretty, and the whole effect is quite elaborate. The 
price is twenty cents apiece by the dozen. ‘‘ Christmas 
Fairies,’’ by Newell and G. F. Rosche 
(George F. Rosche & Co., Chicago), has forty pages, and 


Friend 


Laura FE. 


is priced at three, dollars per dozen copies. 
is easy"and attractive. 


The music 
Besides Santa Claus, the Fairy 
Queen, and various gnomes and frost fairies, the mission 
bands and boys’ clubs are brought in. 


Collections of Songs Only 


Among the collections consisting of songs alone, two 
at least are worth mentioning, —the ‘‘ Christmas Annual, 
No. 28,'" published by The Biglow & Main Co., New 
York, and ‘‘ Hood's Annual, No. 19,'’ issued by J. J. 
Hood, Philadelphia. 
the latter has 


The former has seven songs, 


fourteen, which are harmonious and 


usable. 
Exercises all Song save Brief Responses 

Other services consist entirely of songs, excepting that 
brief Scripture responses are included. ‘‘ Glimpses of 
Bethlehem '"’ (No. 15), published by MacCalla & Co., 
Philadelphia, is bright, simple, and pretty, W. J. Kirk- 
patrick and the Rev. C. O. Arnold being the principal 
composers. One of the very best exercises in the whole 
pile is ‘‘ Christmas Selections’’ (Series T), issued by 
The John Church Co. (Cincinnati). 
only attractive, but is strong and dignified. G. F. Root, 
H. P. Danks, J. R. Murray, W. H. Price, and others, 


The music is not 
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are represented. It includes a primary song, and a duet 
with chorus. The whole program, including Scripture 
responses, arranged by J. R. Murray, is given in the 
opening pages, —selected songs, from the exercise, to be 
inserted in their places. The exercise is most attrac- 
tively printed in several colors, with decorated margins 
throughout. 


Songs, Responses, and Recitations in the Same Exercise 


Several of the services contain songs, Scripture re- 
sponses and recitations in full, arranged ip a successive 
program. Of these there is one by H. P. Danks (Wil- 
liam A. Pond & Co., New York), entitled ‘‘ Chrjstmas 
Tide,’’ that is particularly noticeable for its high grade. 
It consists chiefly of carols and old hymns, and is one of 
the best in every way. It is printed in large octavo form, 
Under this heading also should be mentioned ‘‘ Our 
Exalted King,’ by Emma Pitt and H. W. Porter (The 
Emma Pitt Publishing Co., Baltimore), which is quite 
charming in its way ; ‘‘ Prince Immanuel,’’ by Gideon 
and Marian Froelich (Asa Hull, New York), an exercise 
that has something of the cantata character, and is origi- 
nal as well as good; ‘‘ Christmas Greeting,’’ by I. H. 
Meredith (The Tullar-Meredith Music Co., Chicago), 
which is bright, attractive, and not difficult : and ‘‘ The 
Babe of Bethlehem,''—the ‘‘ story of Christ in verse and 
song,’’ including an anthem for the church choir, with 
solo by soprano or tenor,—an exercise prepared and 
published- by J. H. Alleman, Chicago. ‘‘ Yuletide 
Voices,’’ by Ida L. Reed (George C. Hugg, .Philadel- 
phia), emphasizes the voices of prophecy in a responsive 
reading, with the voices of bells, and happy voices in 
song. 

Exercises with Supplements 


Many of the exercises that include songs and responses 
are accompanied by supplemental sheets containing the 
recitations or dialogues to be used, or a larger number 
from which.to make selections. Of these ‘‘ The .King 
Immanuel,’’ by the Rev. Robert Lowry (The Biglow & 
Main Co., New York), is very satisfactory, as his ser- 
vices generally are ; so also is ‘‘ Christmas Voices,’’ by 
the Rev. Rufus W. Miller (C. R. Ferner, Philadelphia), 
including, as it does, several old carols. Other good 
ones are: ‘‘Even unto Bethlehem,'’ by Marion West 
(H. D. Noyes & Co., Boston), including a child’s solo, 
and a semi-chorus for twelve voices ; ‘* Great Joy,’’ by 
Palmer Hartsough and J. H. Fillmore (Fillmore Bros., 
Cincinnati) ; the ‘‘ King of Love,"’ by W. L. Mason 
(The Goodenough & Woglom Co., New York); ‘‘ The 
Heralds’ Message,'’ prepared and published by Charles H. 
Gabriel, Chicago, who has been called ‘‘ the Santa Claus 
man of the world ;'' and the ‘‘ Message of Christmas- 
tide,"’ by J. Lincoln Hall’ and I. H. Mack (The Hall- 
Mack Co., Philadelphia), in which *he music is not only 
new, but unusual and charming. ‘‘ The Kingly Guest,"’ 
by Adam Geibel (Geibel & Lehman, Philadelphia), be- 
gins with a processional march, and has other excellent 
features. All of these composers maintain their high 
reputation. In this group is also a prettily printed 
exercise called ‘‘ Christmas Ships,’’ with a pictured 
ship on a cover-page in several colors, by E. E. Hewitt 
and E. S. Lorenz (Lorenz & Co., Dayton, Ohio ; Ward & 
Drummond, New York). The music is very good, but 
the church choir should help in it. The program has to 
do with signal flags, ship-builders, sailor-boys, the ship's 
arrival, and its unloading. 


roe 


A Christmas service for the Sunday- 
school, whether held on Sunday or 
on a weekday in holiday week, should 
first of all be a reminder of Christ's advent. 
in Calvary 


Lantern Views 
in the Christmas 
Entertainment 
Last year, 
Presbyterian Sunday-school of Wyncote 
(Philadelphia), about thirty stereopticon views were 
shown, taking about thirty minutes of the evening's 
exercises. The slides were carefully selected from the 
stock of one of the dealers in magic lanterns, and were 
rented for the evening. Some of the slides were col- 
ored, others plain. About half the number represented 
the infancy and childhood of Jesus, including views of 
Bethlehem, Nazareth, and Jerusalem ; the others indi- 
cated typical scenes of teaching, healing, or restoring to 
life, emphasizing his tenderness and love. In some in- 
stances there were two or three representations of the same 
idea by different artists, as the journey of the wise men, 
the Christ-child in the manger, and Christ blessing little 
children. The school was assembled in one room, with 
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the primary department in front The pastor, the Rev. 
C. T. Chester, sat on one of the. front seats, among the 
little children, and, without rising, talked to them as 
if the older children and adults were not there, —giving 
informal running comments on the pictures as fast as 
they were thrown on the screen, and, among other 
things, showing the children that different artists have 
different ideas, that those were copies of pictures which 
they had only imagined, and that it is right for children, 
too, to use their imagination in the service of Christ. 
The exercise was interesting and impressive for young 
and old,‘and was not difficult to prepare. Superinten- 
dents who do not live in or near large cities can easily 
obtain such slides by sending for the catalog of a re- 
liable dealer, selecting what they want, and having the 
slides sent by express. A good oil lantern can be 
hired for a few dollars. 


= 


That the Sunday-school should be 
taught to give at Christmas time, 
rather than to expect gifts, is a prin- 
ciple which The Sunday School Times has tried to do 
its part in upholding for many years. 


Sunday-school 
Giving 
at Christmas 


Among many 


others, the First Baptist Sunday-school of Aurora, IIli-* 


nois, has learned the greater privilege of this method. 
Several years ago, at Christmas time, small envelopes 
were distributed to the scholars, having the printed 
words, ‘‘ My Christmas Offering,’’ and a statement at 
the bottom that the money placed inside by the giver 
would be used to purchase flour, ‘‘to be given to the 
needy,. regardless, of creed or color.’’ These offerings 
were brought on the Sunday before Christmas, the total 
amount being displayed in large figures upon a wall- 
bulletin on the evening of the Christmas entertainment. 
Every year since, the school has gladly voted to repeat 
this.method. In this way it has been possible to supply 
about fifteen families with flour from January till May. 
The superintendent, H. L. McWethy, writes enthusias- 
tically regarding the results : ‘‘ Our school finds greater 
enjoyment than it ever did in receiving gifts, and the 
spirit of kindness and benevolence has been wonder- 
fully developed.”’ 
Oo 


However great the objection to mak- 
ing gifts to scholars at the Christmas 
entertainment, beyond simple remem- 
brances, like a box of candy and an orange, or an inex- 
pensive souvenir of some sort, for each member of the 
school, there is not the same objection to making a pur- 
chase of new books for the library, and presenting them 
at that time as a gift to the whole school, for general 
use. Books must be added occasionally, and Christmas 
is one of the times when the library may well receive 
attention. Full holiday stocks in bookstores, as well as 
special advertisements of publishers, and a profusion of 
book notices, help to make it a convenient time for select- 
ing books. 


The Library 
at Christmas 


ON 


Spoiling the The good must not usurp the place 
Sunday-school Hour of the better. It may be a good 

by Rehearsals thing to practice Christmas carols 
during the opening and closing exercises, on a few Sun- 
days before Christmas, but if the superintendent permits 
this rehearsing to encroach upon the regular study of the 
lesson, he lacks a sense of proportion, —to put it mildly. 
Many a teacher has felt hurt and defrauded by such 
carelessness, 


jot TH EAGHIER 


Christmas Entertainments for the 
Primary Department 


. By Mrs. Roxana Beecher Preuszner 


AKING a show of the children of our primary de- 
partments is becoming more and more objec- 
tionable to-earnest and intelligent teachers. A trial of 
many kinds of entertainments has led to the belief, veri- 
fied by a somewhat lengthy experiment, that the Christ- 
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mas tea-party combines the maximum of pleasure wit, 
the minimum of excitement. 

We accomplish two things by it. First, we record the 
fact that we are unalterably opposed to late hours and 
excitement for children; and, if they are allowed to 
‘celebrate ’’ with the main school, we have not been 
party to it’ Second, we secure the co-operation of the 
mothers in some degree at least. To do this, seng 


_postal cards to the mothers, asking them to meet yoy at 


a date two or three weeks before that selected for the 
party. Explain to them your plan, and request them to 
take charge of the tea, while you and your assistants wil) 
furnish the. program. Suggest that the tea be a plain 
one, and give out the candy and oranges when the chil. 
dren go home. These, of course, are the share that 
falls to you from the supply for the entire school. The 
mothers used always to set our tables, and help to serve 
the children. ; 

For program there were always several fixed numbers : 
The Christmas story,—and a doll wrapped in « swad-. 
dling-bands’’ was shown,—some of the regular grade 
work of the school, the rewards given for attendance, 
and our Christmas march. This march ended with 
filing past a manger, over which a star was suspended, 
and into it the children put their gifts for the poor. 
Each child brought something. Then bonbon mottoes 
were given, each donned the cap found in his upon ex- 
ploding it, the lines were formed again, and a merry 
march to,supper followed. Sometimes it was led by all 
the boys who had received drums and trumpets. 

For the rest of the program there were kindergarten 
games, songs, recitations, and music by «he comb-band, 
composed sometimes of boys and sometimes of girls. 
The guests were sent home immediately after tea, re- 
ceiving their Christmas candies and so forth at their exit 

The invitations were sent by mail,—the time set 
was from half-past two to half-past four,-—and to each 
was added, ‘‘Please bring your mother with you.” 
The number of mothers who came increased yearly. 
The last class of graduates always begged, both boys and 
girls, to come and help. Nor was the wish confined to 
them. 

As. we intimated. before, this -plan. grew steadily in 
favor, and, whatever were the disadvantages connected 
with it, the advantages far outweighed them in our 
estimation. 

Lawrence, Kan. 


Yo 


With all that may be said to the 
scholars about Christmas giving, the 
earnest teacher will not forget the sub- 
ject of self-giving. Children are often peculiarly re- 
sponsive at holiday time to the thought of personal 
religion. Christ is more in their minds than some of 
the older people think. Appeals by the superintendent 
or pastor have double force when they follow the faith- 
ful work of teachers. Charles Alling, Jr., superinten- 
dent of the First Presbyterian Sunday-school of Chicago, 
heartily included the idea of child-faith in his holiday 
letter to the school a year ago. ‘‘I feel that there are 
many more,’’ he said, ‘‘who are now old enough to 
realize what love God has bestowed on us in giving us 
Jesus Christ as our Redeemer, Example, and Friend. 
His we are. Should we not serve him openly by joining 
hands with his professed followers ? Will not every one 
of you decide right now to be a member of the church 
of God?’’ But in this appeal, and in appointing 4 
special meeting for children and young people as an aid 
to public confession, he was counting on the direct 10- 
fluence and help of teachers for their scholars’ sel{-g!v- 
ing, as every superintendent, however devoted, must 40. 


Not Forgetting 
Self-Giving 


a. 


is a 


‘¢ What shall we do as a class ? 
good question fpr the teacher to ask 
some time before Christmas. 145s 
spirit and unity are involved in the question. It 
be making a special contribution for a needy family, 
undertaking to accomplish a particular piece of work, 
such as decorating the church for Christmas. [or 4 
children’s class, it may be getting together and making 
picture-books for the children’s ward of the hospital, 
collecting clothing for a child not well cared for,  @ 
dozen other things. But, whatever the object in vie 
Christmas is a good time to do something as a class, # 
the teacher does not forget it. 


Doing Something 
as a Class 
at Christmas 


may 






















Lesson Calendar 


Fourth Quarter, 1897 


+ November 14.—Paul’s Ministry in Rome. ....... Acts 28 : 17-31 
H N »yvember 21.—The Christian Armor. . . Eph. 6: 10-20 
9. N jvember 28.—Salutary Warnings: ........ t Pet. 4:18 
yo. December 5.—Christ’s Humility and Exaltation .. . Phil. a: o-m 
11. December 12.—Paul’s Last Words... . . 2 Tim, 4: 1-8, 16-18 
12, Dec. 19-—John’s Message about Sin and Salvation .1 John 1: 5 to 2:6 
Review. 
13. December 26. — { Or, God's Love in the Gift of his Son . 1 John 4: 9-16 


LYS 


Outline Studies 


Prepared by 
The American Institute of Sacred Literature 


— 
Study 50.—The Two Epistles of Peter, 
and the Epistle of Jude 


Written from Babylon, Rome (?), 
and Judea, 


A. D. 64-67 or later. 


I, CIRCUMSTANCES, 

1. The Authors and Destinations of the Epistles, Observe 
that the first two epistles claim to be the writings of the Apos- 
tle Peter (1 Pet. 1:1; 2 Pet. 1:1). . Where and how was 
Peter working after about A.D. 50? Why is so little re- 
corded abgut his later career?. Have we any other writings 
from Peter besides these two letters? State the reasons why 
the first Epistle is generally acknowledged to be a Petrine 
writing. Observe the reminiscences of Christ’s 
(1 Pet. 1:8; 2: 5,6; 5:2). To what date do the persecu- 
tions referred to (2:12; 3: 13,16; 4:14, 16, 19) belong? 
To whom was the First Epistle of Peter addressed? (1: 1.) 
Locate these places upon the map, and explain Peter’s rela- 
Were these Chris- 
Consider carefully the 
serious objections raised against the Petrine authorship of the 
Are these difficulties 
Of how much practical importance is the 
question whether or not Peter wrote this Second Epistle? To 
whom was this letter addressed ? (2 Pet. 1:1; 3:1.) Who 
was the Jude named as the author of the Epistle of Jude? 
(Jude 1.) If the apostle of that name, would he have needed 
any other authentication? Was he in all probability the 
brother of Jesus (Mark 6: 3) and of James, the head of the 
Jerusalem church, to whom he here refers for authentication ? 


ministry 


tions to the Christians of these localities. 
tians Jewish or Gentile by race? 


Second Epistle which bears his name. 
surmountable ? 


Consider the question of the genuineness of this Epistle. To 
whom was the Epistle of Jude addressed? (Jude 1.) Do 
its contents indicate that it was intended for Jewish-Christian 
readers, probably in Palestine ? 

2. Date and Place of Composition, 1s the early Christian 
tradition to be accepted, that Peter suffered martyrdom at 
Rome at about the same time with Paul, in Nero’s reign? 
If so, and the two epistles attributed to him are genuine, 
must they have been written not later than about A. D. 67? 
Consider the reasons for placing them near together, and 
within the last few years of the Apostle’s life. From what 
place was the First Epistle written? (1 Pet. 5:13.) How 
came Peter to be in this great city of the Far East? Can the 
place be ascertained from which the Second Epistle was 
written ? If Peter died at Rome, may it have been written from 
that city shortly before his death ? With reference to the date 
of the Epistle of Jude, examine carefully its relation to the 
Second Epistle of Peter. Is there interdependence between 
them ? Can the date be deter- 
If written for Jewish-Christian 
readers in Palestine, and by Jude the brother of James and 
Jesus, was it probably written from Judea ? 

3. The Purpose of the Epistles. Consider whether Peter’s 
purpose in the First Epistle was to exhort his readers to holi- 
ness of life and confidence in’ the gospel (1 Pet. 5 : 12), and 
‘o comfort and assure them in their trials and persecutions 
(1:6; 3: 15,16; 4: 12-16). Was his purpose in the Second 
Epistle to enjoin stedfastness in the Christian faith in the face 
of an invading false doctrine ? (2 Pet. 3: 1-4, 17, 18.) Had 
the Epistle of Jude a very similar purpose to that of 2 Peter? 
(Jude 3, 4.) 

II 


If so, which was the earlier ? 
mined at all conclusively ? 


ANALYSIS OF CONTENTS. 
Let the student prepare careful analyses of these Epistles, 
fler study of the text itself, and of commentaries on the text. 
Ill. Topics FOR CONSIDERATION. 

hes The Teaching of the Three Epistles. On what points is 
*tucal instruction given in the Epistles ? What is the teach- 
ing on each point? Compare with the teaching of Jesus, 
Paul, and James on these points. 
instruction given in the Epistles? What is taught about the 
Person and work of Christ, his pré-existenc:, divinit: 


a 


On what points is doctrinal 


re 
, Sinless- 


ness, atonement, resurrection, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 





exaltation, second coming, 


judicial authority? What is the meaning of 1 Peter 3 : 18- 
20; 4:6? Compare, as you may have time, the doctrinal 


teaching of Peter with that of 


Paul. What is the especial 


value to Christianity of these three Epistles ? 


2. 


The False Teachers of 2 Peter and Jude. 


Make a 


thorough study of the passages in these two letters which 


speak of false teaching and teachers. 


Are the false teachers 


of the second and third chapters of 2 Peter identical, or two dis- 


tinct classes ? 
substantially the same ? 
by these false teachers ? 


Are the heresies referred to in 2 Peter and Jude 
What were the doctrinal errors taught 
What the errors of practice ? 


Com- 


pare this with the false teaching refuted in the Colossian 


Epistle, and that in the Pastoral Epistles. 


Why did so many 


forms of false teaching spring up in the communities where 


Christianity was being established ? 


With what success did 


the Christians withstand these attacks upon the gospel ? 


[Among the best commentaries in 


and Jude are “those by Huther in the Meyer Series (New York 


English upon the Epistles of Peter 


Funk 


& Wagnalls Co.), and Plumptre in the Cambridge Bible Series (New 
York: The Macmillan Co.); New Testament Introductions by Gloag, 


Weiss, and Dods (see Study 23).] 


ASAE 


Lesson u, December 12, 1897 


Paul’s Last Words 


GOLDEN TEXT: J have foughta good fight, I have finished 
my course, I have kept the faith.—2 Tim. 4: 7. 


(2 Tim. 4: 1-8, 16-18. 


Memory verses : 6-8. ) 


Read 2 Timothy 4: 1-22. 


COMMON VERSION 


1 I charge ¢hee therefore before 
God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, 
who shall judge the quick and 
the dead at his appearing and 
his kingdom ; 

2 Preach the word ; be instant 
in season, out of season; re- 

rove, rebuke, exhort with all 
ongsuffering and doctrine. 

For the time will come 
when they will not endure sound 
doctrine ; but after their own 
lusts shall they heap to them- 
selves teachers, having itching 
ears ; 

4 And they shall turn away 
their ears from the truth, and 
shall be turned unto fables. 

5 But watch thou in all things, 
endure afflictions, do the work 
of an evangelist, make full 
proof of thy ministry. 

6 For I am now ready to be 
offered, and the time of my de- 
parture is at hand. 

*7 1 have fought a good fight, 
I have finished my course, I 
have kept the faith : 

8 Henceforth there is laid up 
for me acrown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give me at that 
day : and not to me only, but 
unto all them also that love his 
appearing. 


16 At my first answer no man 
stood with me, but all men for- 
sook me: / pray God that it 
may not be laid to their charge. 

17 Notwithstanding the Lord 
stood with me, and strengthened 
me ; that by me the preaching 
might be fully known, and ¢hat 
all the Gentiles might hear : and 
I was delivered out of the mouth 
of the lion. 

18 And the Lord shall deliver 
me from every evil work, and 
will preserve me unto his heav- 
enly kingdom: to whom é¢ 

lory for ever and ever. Amen. 





1Or, / testify, in the sight .. 
bring to the proof *Gr. healthful 
a drink-offering. 
the ages of the ages. 


. dead, both of his appearing &c. 


"Or, gave ute power 


REVISED VERSION 

1 !I charge ¢hee in the sight 
of God, and of Christ Jesus, 
who shall judge the quick 
and the dead, and by his ap- 
pearing and his kingdom ; 
preach the word ; be instant 
in season, out of season; 
2reprove, rebuke, exhort, 
with all long suffering and 
teaching. For the time will 
come when they will not en- 
dure the % sound ‘ doctrine ; 
but, having itching ears, will 
heap to themselves teachers 
after their own lusts; and 
will turn away their ears from 
the truth, and turn aside 
unto fables. But be thou 
sober in all things, suffer 
hardship, do the work of an 
evangelist, fulfil thy ministry. 
For I am already being 5 of- 
fered, and the time of my 
departure is come. I have 
fought the good fight, I 
have finished the course, I 
have kept the faith : hence- 
forth there is laid up for me 
the crown of righteousness, 
which the Lord, the righteous 
judge, shall give to me at 
that day : and not only to me, 
but also to all them that have 
loved his appearing. 
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At my first defence no one 
took my part, but all forsook 
me: may it not be laid to 
their account. But the Lord 
stood by me, and ® strength- 
ened me; that through me 
the 7 message might be fully 
proclaimed, and that all the 
Gentiles might hear: and I 
was delivered out of the 
mouth of the lion. The 
Lord will deliver me from 
every evil, work, and will 
save me unto his heavenly 


I 


“N 


kingdom: to whom de the 
glory ®tor ever ‘and ever. 
Amen. 


2Or, 
*Or, teaching ° Gr. poured out as 
7 Or, proclamation *Gr. unto 
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Lesson Plan 


and Analysis 


TOPIC OF THE QUARTER : The True Type of Christian Fidel‘ty. 


GOLDEN TEXT FOR THE QUARTER: Be thon faithful unto 


death, and I will give thee the 


crown of life.—Rev. 2: 10. 


Lesson Topic: Attaining a Satisfactory End. 


OUTLINE : 


Dai_y Home READINGS : 


M.—2 Tim. 4: 1-18. 
T.—Deut. 31 : 1-13. 
W.— Josh. 23 : 1-11. 
T.—1 John 2: 18-25. 
F.—Jude 1: 17-25. 
S.—Phil. 3: 13-21. 
S.—Jas. 1: t<12. 


[These Home Readings are the selections of 


Reading Association.] 


1. Counsels for the Future, vs. 1-5. 
2. Confidence for the Present, vs. 6-8. 
3- Gratitude for the Past, vs. 16-18. 


Paul's last words. 
Last words of Moses 


Joshua’s exhortation 


Holding fast the truth 


Looking for mercy 
Looking upward 


The crown of life 


the International Dible 


Lesson Analysis 


I, COUNSELS FOR THE FUTURE, 
1. The Presence Recognized : 

/ charge thee in the sight of God, and of Christ Jesus (1). 
As the Lord. . liveth, before whom I stand (1 Kings 17 : 1). 
Charging them in the sight of the Lord (2 ‘Tim. 2 : 14). 

2. The Work Required : 

Preach; ... be instant; ... reprove, rebuke, exhort (2). 
Preach, ... heal, ... raise, ... cleanse, ... cast out, 

(Matt. 1o : 7, 8). 

These things speak and exhort and rep: ove (Tit. 2 
3- The Perils Approaching : 

The time will come when they will not endure (3). 

All these things are the beginning of travail (Matt. 24 : 8). 
In the last days grievous times shall come (2 ‘Tim. 3 : 1). 
4. The Apostasy Foreseen : 

They... will turn a 


. give 
: 15). 


way their ears, . and turn aside (3, 4). 
Many... went back, and walked no more with him (John 6:66). 
They went out from us, but they were not of us (1 John 2: 19). 
5. The Spirit Demanded : 
Be thou sober, suffer hardship, do the work (5). 
He that endurcth to the end, . Shall be saved (Matt. ro : 22), 
Suffer hardship with me, as a good soldier (2 ‘Tim. 2 : 3). 
Il, CONFIDUENCE FOR THE PRESENT. 
1. The End et Hand: 
The time of my departure is come (6). 
I am to be gathered unto my people (Gen. 49 : 29). 
The putting off of my tabernacle cometh swiftly (2 Pet. 1 : 14). 


2. The Fight Pought : 
I have fought the good fight (7). 
Fight the good fight of the faith (1 Tim. 6: 12). 
Ye endured a great conflict of sufferings (Heb. ro : 32). 
3. The Course Finished : 
l have finished the course (7). 


So that I may accomplish my course (Acts 20 : 24). 


I press on toward the goal unto the prize (Phil. 3 : 14). 
4- The Faith Kept : 

/ have kept the faith (7). 
Exhorting them to continue in the faith (Acts 14 : 22). 


Men... reprobate concerning the faith (2 ‘Tim. 3 : 8). 
gs. The Crown Anticipated : 
There is laid up for me the crown of righteousness (8). 


A crown of beauty shall she deliver to thee (Prov. 4 : 9). 
I will give thee the crown of life (Rev. 2 : 10) 
Ill, GRATITUDE FOR THE PAST, 


1. For the Lord’s Presence : 


All forsook me.... But the Lord stood by me (16, 17). 


God is... avery present hi lp in trouble (Psa. 46 : 1) 
Lo, | am with you alway (Matt. 28 : 20) 
2. For the Lord's Assistance : 
The Lord... strengthened me (17) 
God is our refuge and strength (Psa. 46 : 1) 


I can do all things in him that strengtheneth me (Phil. 4:1 
3- For the Lord’s Deliverance : 
1 was delivered out of the mouth of the lion (17) 
The Lord is... my deliverer (Psa. 18 
The Lord knoweth how to deliver the 
4- Por the Lord's Assurances : 
The Lord will deliver me, ... and will save me (18). 
No good thing will he withhold (Psa. 84 : 11) 
To them that love God all things work together for good (Rom, 
8 : 28). 


). 


- 
¥ 


2). 
godly (2 Pet. @: 9). 


= 
Verse 1.—‘‘ I charge thee in the sight of God."' (1) The par- 
ties concerned ; (2) The duties involved ; (3) The sanctions ia- 
voked. 
Verse 3.—-‘‘ The time will come.’ (1) The time of apostasy ; 


(2) The time of testing. 

Verse 5.—‘' Be thou sober, . suffer, . do fulfil.*’ 
The Christian's varied duties ; (2) The world’s varied needs 

Verse 6.—‘' The time of my departyre is come.’ (1) Paul's 
survey of the past; (2) Paul's understanding of the present; (3) 
Paul's outlook on the future. 

Verse 17.—‘' But the. Lord stood by me."' (1) A momentous 
crisis ; (2) An implied abandonment ; (3) A gracious presence. 

Verse 18.—‘*‘ The Lord will deliver me, ... and will save me.’ 
(1) Delivered ‘from every evil work ;"' (2) Saved ‘unto his 
heav uly kingdom."’ 


(1) 


ae 
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Lesson Surroundings and 
Critical Notes 


By Professor M. B. Riddle, D.D., LL.D. 


Lesson Surroundings 


¢ 


ATE.—The present lesson shows that this Second Epistle 
to Timothy was written by the Apostle Paul shortly before 
his 


death. Its contents consist of advice to Timothy, who 


needed encouragement, alternating with warnings against 
false teachers, both being connected with personal references 
to the Apostle’s labors and trials. 

OUTLINE OF Lesson.—The charge to Timothy (vs. 1, 2), 
enforced by the certainty that teachers of error will abound 
(vs. 3, 4); renewed exhortation (v. 5), based upon the ap- 
proaching death of the Apostle (v. 6) ; triumphant expression 
of confidence, in view of his work and the coming reward (vs. 


7, 8). 


After some personal messages (vs. 9-15), a reference 


to his being left alone at his first defense (v. 16), to the 
Lord’s standing by him (v. 17) ; his confidence in final deliv- 
erance, breaking forth in a doxology to Christ (v. 18). 


2. 


Critical Notes 
** Therefore 


The connection of thought is, however, 


Verse 1.—/ charge thee: ’’ is not supported by 
the best authorities. 
with 3:16, 17, because the inspired Scriptures thoroughly 


The 


marginal rendering of the Revised Version (‘* testify ’’) is 


furnish the man of God, ‘‘preach the word!’ (v. 2). 


grammatically possible, but not appropriate here.—Jn the 
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sight of God: As witness of the charge, almost equivalent to 
administering an oath of fidelity.—And of Christ Jesus : So 
the best authorities.— Who shall judge the quick and the 
dead; Those alive when he comes, and those who have died. 
This description of our Lord as a future Judge suggests to 
Timothy his responsibility as a gospel minister.—And by his 
appearing and his kingdom: The better attested reading 
makes this another part of the solemn adjuration, and not a 
reference to the time when our Lord will judge. ‘* Appear- 
ing,”’ as usual, refers to the second coming of Christ, while 
**kingdom ’’ points to the future kingdom of glory, not to the 
kingdom of grace on earth. 

Verse 2.—/ reach the word; Proclaim as a herald the mes- 
sage given by God. While ‘‘ word’? is not in itself equivalent 
to the Scriptures, a comparison with what precedes (in 3: 14- 
16) shows that this ‘‘ word ’’ includes what Timothy learned 
from a babe,—namely, the Old Testament, and what he had 
learned from Paul, now recorded for us in the New. Pro- 
claiming anything else is, by implication, forbidden ; and these 
Scriptures, as 3 : 17 suggests, completely furnish the man of 
God.— Be instant: The verb marks ‘‘ an attitude of prompt 
attention that may at any moment pass into action ’” (Ellicott, 
Commentary), and is naturally referred to the duty of preach- 
ing.—/n season, out of season: Not, whether convenient or 
inconvenient for yourself, but whether men will heed or not, 
as verse 3 suggests.—Aeprove: Or, * bring to the proof.’’ 
But ‘‘ confute,’’ by showing them their errors, is the more 
exact sense.— Rebuke: By showing them their sins.—Zxhort : 
By showing them the truth as opposed to error, and the right 
as opposed to sin.—/Vith all longsuffering and teaching : 
The Revisers place a comma after ‘‘ exhort,’’ to show that 
this phrase qualifies all three preceding verbs. ‘* Afl’’ is 
equivalent to ‘‘ every kind of.’’ ‘‘ Teaching ’’ refers, not so 
much to what is taught, as to the various kinds of instruction, 
adapted to the hearers. ‘To fulfil the duties enjoined requires 
both patience and skill, as the two terms suggest. 

Verse 3.—For the time will come: This is the reason for 
faithful preaching in all the forms enjoined. Verse 5 seems to 
imply that the time would come soon, while Timothy was living. 
— When they will not endure the sound doctrine; *‘ Sound,’’ 
literally ‘‘ healthful,’ is not used in the modern sense of 
**correct’’ or ‘‘orthodox.’? The word rendered ** doc- 
trine '’ may mean “‘ teaching,’’ but is not the same as in verse 
2, and probably here refers to what is taught, as ‘‘ healthful” 
suggests. This ‘‘ healthful doctrine ’’ is that of the Word of 
God, which is opposed by human sin, especially by pride.— 
Bui: On the contrary.—Having itching ears: The Revisers 
have changed the order, to show that this refers to the hear- 
ers, not to the teachers, They will not only be tickled by 
novelties, but will constantly desire entertainment, etc.— Wii 
heap to themselves teachers after their own lusts; They will 
gather about them a mass of teachers, who speak in a way to 
tickle their itching ears, and in accordance with their sinful 
desires. 

Verse 4.—7uru away their cars from the truth: This re- 
fers to the hearers, though the teachers further the result, and 
suggests apostasy.— 4nd turn aside: *‘ Turn themselves ’’ 
rather than ‘‘ be turned.’’— Unto fables: ‘* Myths,’ foolish, 
unfounded notions, superstitions, probably of Jewish origin 
(comp. 1 Tim. 1:4; 4:7). Four steps are indicated : first, 
objection to the healthful scriptural truth ; second, gathering 
entertaining teachers; third, apostasy from Christian truth ; 
fourth, the acceptance of some vain and foolish beliefs. The 
process, here outlined, can be noticed in every age. 

Verse 5§.—Aut be thou sober in all things: ** Thou’? is 
emphatic, and ‘‘ be sober ’’ is more exact than ‘‘ watch,’’ re- 
ferring to mental and moral sobriety. — Suffer hardship : Com- 
pare chapter 2:3. The prevalence of error would lead to 
suffering on the part of the faithful minister.— Do she work of 
an evangelist’: The office was then scarcely a distinct one, but 
the labor was that of a traveling, itinerant preacher. The 
apostles themselves did the work of evangelists.—Fudf/ thy 
ministry : ‘‘ Fully perform’’ rather than ‘‘ make full proof 
of.” ‘* Fulfil’’ is in the margin of the Authorized Verson. 
This ‘‘ ministry ’’ is a wider service than preaching, including 
all the labors for the spiritual welfare of men. 

Verse 6.—For: The charge is enforced by the speedy de- 
parture of the Apostle. Others must take up his labors.— 
Lam already being offered: Greek, ‘* poured out as a drink- 
offering.’’ ‘‘I*’ is emphatic; ‘‘already”’ is more correct 
than ‘‘ now ready.’’ The literal sense, given in the margin 
of the Revised Version, shows the figure employed, that of a 
drink-offering of wine, which accompanied a sacrifice (Num. 
15:5). This seems to have been chosen in allusion to a 
bloody death, and the whole expression implies that the offer- 
ing of his life had virtually begun.—Aud the time of my de- 
parture is come: Literally, ‘‘ stands by,’’ is just before me. 
The reference is certainly to his death, which occurred shortly 
after. 

Verse 7.—/ have fought the good Aight: The figure is from 
the ancient games, not from a battle. ‘‘ The ’’ occurs in all 
three clauses, the Authorized Version neglecting this rhetori- 
cal repetition. The contest is of the fight of faith (1 Tim. 6: 
12). All the verbs here point to action with completed re- 

sult.—/ have finished the course: The figure is now specifi- 
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cally that of a racer im the games.—/ have hept the faith : 
‘* Kept ” safely. While ‘‘ the faith’ might refer to what he 
believed, Paul’s uniform usage points to his believing, his 
trust in Christ, which he lad preserved imviolate. The lan- 
guage is cheerful, and in contrast with Philippians 3 : 12-14, 
written near the close of his earlier imprisonment. 

Verse 8.— Henceforth: This is what remains,—namely, the 
reward.— There is laid up for me: As @ treasure reserved for 
him.— 7he crown of righteousness: Not **a crown,”’ but this 
crown, as for the victor. ‘* Righteousness ’’ may describe the 
crown, the perfect state of future acceptance with God and 
the complete holiness resulting from it. Others explain : 
** the crown belonging to righteousness,”’ that can be claimed 
by one whom God has accepted as righteous and made right- 
eous. The latter view agrees with Paul’s ordinary use of the 
term, but here does not seem so appropriate as the former.— 
Which the Lord, the righteous judge: As verse 1 indicates, 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Paul’s confidence is in the righteous 
character of the Judge, for that Judge has himself provided 
righteousness for him.—Shali give tome: Hence, in any case, 
the reward is of grace.—/n that day: The day of judgment ; 
to the Christian a day of final victory.—And not only to me, 
but also to all them that have loved his appearing: Even in 
the hope of reward, he does not think of himself alone. The 
Revisers have properly joined ‘‘not only ’’ and ‘* but also.’’ 
‘* Have loved ” is more exact than ‘‘ love,” pointing to an 
abiding love for the Lord’s appearing, which event this vers» 
seems to make coincident in time with ‘*that day ’’ when the 
crown of righteousness will be bestowed by the righteous 
Judge. 

Verse 16.—The intervening verses give interesting personal 
details, which confirm the view that this epistle was written 
during a second imprisonment at Rome.—.4¢ my Arst defence : 
At the opening hearing of the legal trial, which shortly after 
resulted in Paul’s condemnation to death. It is impossible to 
identify it with the trial alluded to in Philippians 1 : 12-14, 
since Timothy was with him then (Phil. 2: 19), and the cir- 
cumstances are quite different.—Vo one took my part: The 
verb suggests making an appearance, and is not the same as 
that in verse r7. It here refers to appearing as a pleader, or 
as an adviser, on Paul’s behalf. No one spoke for him, no 
one spoke with him, in this hour of danger.— But al! forsook 
me. His Christian friends may have been alaymed by the signs 
of impending persecution. — May it not be laid to their account : 
He had forgiven them, and he desires that it be not reckoned 
against them,—that is, by the Lord. 

Verse 17.—But the Lord stood by me, and strengthened me : 
‘« But ’’ marks the-contrast with his human friends. ‘* Strength- 
ened’’ refers to inward strength, which gave him power to 
defend himself, though alone.—7%at through me: More 
exact than ‘‘ by me.’’— 7he message might be fully proclaimed : 
Or, more literally, ‘the proclamation might be fully made.” 
He thinks of his defense as an occasion of preaching the truth. 
—And that all the Gentiles might hear: This, with the pre- 
ceding clause, refers to the time of his defense, not to any 
previous or subsequent preaching. His public trial at Rome 
gave him, through the help of God, a great opportunity to 
proclaim his belief.—Axd / was delivered out of the mouth of 
the lion: Evidently he escaped condemnation at this first 
defense. ‘‘ The mouth of the lion’’ may be a figure for 
deadly danger, or may refer to Nero, before whom he was proba- 
bly tried, or to the lions in the amphitheater. Of these the first 
seems most likely. 

Verse 18.—7he Lord will deliver me: ** And” is not 
found in the best authorities. ‘‘ The Lord’’ is the Lord 
Jesus Christ.—From every evil work: Not ** out of,’’ but 
‘‘ from,”’ rescuing me from every work of Satan and his emis- 
saries. Deliverance from martyrdom is not meant, as verse 6 
shows.—And will save me unto his heavenly kingdom: 
**Save ’’ is more literal than preserve, and in both clauses 
** will’ is preferable to ‘‘ shall,” according to English usage. 
‘*Unto ’’ suggests the further notion of transfer into the heav- 
enly kingdom of Christ. This is his hope, not deliverance 
from death.— 70 whom be the glory for ever and ever. Amen: 
This is a direct ascription of glory (doxology) to Christ; an 
important fact, especially as it belongs to the last words of 
Paul. 


Western Theological Seminary, Allegheny, Pa. 
The Lesson Story 
By Cunningham Geikie, D.D., LL.D. 


O* THE closing days of Paul we know nothing certainly 
beyond the fact that two years passed away ‘in his 


” 


own hired house ’’ at Rome,—a chain on his arm or wrist, 
linked to the arm of a soldier, keeping him from all free action 
or privacy. Yet Christian brethren and inquirers might come 
to his room freely, so that the Apostle had still this limited 
means of ‘‘ preaching and teaching with all boldness, none 
forbidding him ’’ (Acts 28 : 30, 31). 

From incidental notices in the epistles to Timothy and 
Titus we may supplement this brief statement, but, at best, 


the light falls to us only momentarily through narrow rifts in 
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the darkness of eighteen centuries. It would seem, from th, 
slight hints left us, that Pan! went at once, after the dismiss} 
of the charges against him, to Crete, staying there only a shor 
time, however, and leaving Titus to organize churches ang 
spread the new faith (Titus 3:12}. From this land of mony, 
tains, with which his Roman voyage had made him sadly 
familiar (Acts 27 : 13), he sailed, apparently, to Ephesus, wher 
he met Timothy, but only to set out again, almost at once, fo, 
Macedonia (1 Tim. £:3). In the early winter of A.D. 63. 
64, we find him at Nicopolis, in Epirus (Titus 3: 12); py 
his restless energy would not let him remain till spring, x 
eager was he to pass on to the still virgin soil of Spain to soy 
there the seeds of the gospel. 

Hastening, therefore, to Troas, he made no stay there, byt 
left that city so hurriedly that he evem forgot his thick 
traveling coat or cloak, sorely needed at that season by 
a frail old man, and some parchmert rolls, it may be of 
some Jewish religious books of the day, showing him how 
opinions went. Ephesus was his next halt, to see Timothy 


once more, but he presently set off for Miletus, where he had * 


to leave his travel-companion Trophimus sick, he himself 
pressing on by a vessel from the port to Corinth. Thence he 
appears to have sailed on his long projected voyage to Spain; 
but bonds and imprisonments awaited him there as elsewhere, 
so that he seems to have been soon arrested and brought back 
to Rome,—it may be, in consequence of the edict against the 
@aristians as a body of criminals dangerous to the state, which 
Nero issued after the burning of Rome im July, 64. To be 
‘**in bonds as an evil doer,”’ as he says he was, must have been 
a terrible grief to him (2 Tim. 2: 9; 4:6; see also, for the route 
from Macedonia, 1 Tim. 1:3; Titus 3:12; 8 Tim. 4: 13; 
2 Tim. ©: 38; 4: 13, 20). 

Death was now assuredly neaf, bat the prospect was em. 
bittered by no one being near but Luke to cheer him by sym. 
pathy and tender communion. Longing for his dearly loved 
Timothy, who had shared his imprisonment at Cesarea, he 
tried to bring him from Ephesus, with Mark, now long since 
reconciled to him after the pitiful difference im Pamphylia, 
writing his second letter to him, in part, for that end (Acts 
15: 38; Col. 8:13; 4: 10; Philem. 24; Phil. 1:1; 2 Tim. 
4: 9-12). In this most depressing solitude, —for, as a criminal, 
he would no longer have the privileges that had lightened his 
first imprisonment, —it is a wonder that he did not sink under 
his disappointments. His grand conception of preaching 
Christ to the farthest peoples of Europe, and thus fulfilling a 
condition on which he regarded the speedy advent of his 
Master as more or less depending, came short of fulfilment, 
for he found himself lying in a Roman jail, doomed to an 
early execution as a public criminal. 

But his faith in the great atonement of Calvary never wavered. 
No cold famt-hearted doubtings cast him down. 
perish, but the cause was divine, and the torch he had handed 
on so widely would be passed from land to land by others raised 
up in his place. It reminds one of the closing verse of Luther's 
grand hymn : 


** God's word, for all their craft and force, 

One moment shal? not linger ; 

But, spite o hell, shal? have its course, 
*Tis written by his finger. 

And though they take our life, 

Goods, houses, children, wife, 

¥et is their profit small ; 

These things shall vanish all. 
God's city still remaineth."’ 


In the second letter to Timothy, he must have found a pass- 
ing vent for his emotions, his spirit rousing itself as he closes, 
while he, as it were, formally hands over to him his own com- 
mission, now his career is virtually ended. ‘I charge thee, 
therefore, O Timothy,”’ says he, ‘* in the sight of God and of 
Christ Jesus, who shall judge the [then} living and [also] the 
dead ; I charge thee, further, by his appearing and his king- 
dom. Preach the word [that stands first} ; be urgent in press 
ing it, in season and out of season,—that is, welcome or not 
welcome,—convince, rebuke, exhort, with all long-suffering 
of the dulness and hardness of your hearers, and keep o 
teaching it unweasiedly. For the time will come when they 
will not endure the sound teaching, but, having ears itching 
after novelty and excitement, will heap to themselves numbers 
of teachers after their own tastes, and will turn away their 
ears from the truth, and turn aside to fables. But be thou 
sober-minded im all things,—in thought and act,—suffer i 
evitable wrongs, do the work of an evangelist, fulfil in 2! 
things the service of the Master. For I am about to dic, and, 
indeed, am already, as it were, having my blood poured ov', 
as a libation, over the sacrifice you offer of tme faith, 00 
God’s altar, and the time of my departere is at hand. [Follow 
me, as I have followed my Lord; for I have fought the good 
fight, I have finished the course,—the Christian race,-—I have 
kept the faith. Henceforth, as I know, there is laid up 
me the crown of righteousness, which Christ the Lord, tl 
righteous Judge, shall give me at that day,—the day of bs 
coming ; and not to me only, but also to all them that have 
loved his appearing. 

‘* At my first examination before the magistrates, —!o! * 
second examination awaits me,—no man here took my p!' by 
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standing by me, but all forsook me: may it not be laid to 
their charge. But the Lord stood by me, and strengthened 
me; that, when once more free, as I hope to be, the procla- 
mation of the gospel may be carried out by me in full measure, 
and that, by my visiting them, all the nations may hear it— 
and I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion—so far. Yes, 
the Lord, I believe, will deliver me from every evil work of 
my enemies, and he will save me till he bring me to his heav- 
enly kingdom ; to whom be glery for ever and ever. Amen.’’ 

A very short time after this fond dream of further activity, 
the Apostle’s head fell before the. executioner’s sword, some- 
where on the Ostian Road ! 


Bournemouth, England. 
LAS 
Light at Eventide 
By Alexander McLaren, D.D. 


IMOTHY does not appear to have been a strong man, 
T either in body or mind, if we may judge from the exhor- 
tations and tonics which Paul felt it needful to administer in this 
letter. The young, gentle soul was more overwhelmed by 
Paul's trial and impending death than the heroic martyr him- 
Nothing shook that stédfast heart, and from the 
very grave’s mouth he spoke brave encouragement. 

Verses 1-5 are a rousing appeal to Timothy to fulfil his 


self was. 


ministry. Imbedded in it there is a sad prophecy of coming 
dark days for the church, which constitutes, not a reason for 
despondency or for abandoning the work, but for doing it with 
But the all-powerful motive for every Chris- 


tian teacher, whether of old or young, is pressed on Timothy 


all one’s might. 


in the solemn thoughts that he works in the sight of God and 
of Jesus, and that he and those to whom he speaks, and whose 
blood may be laid to his charge, are to see him when he ap- 
pears, and to stand at his: judgment bar. 

The master’s eye makes diligent servants; the tremendous 
issues for speaker and hearer suspended on the preaching of 
the gospel, if they were ever burning before our inward 
vision, would make all other motives for straining every nerve 
and using every opportunity and power superfluous. How we 
should preach and teach and live if the great white throne and 
Would not 
that sight burn up slothfulness, cowardice, perfunctory dis- 


he who will sit on it were ever shining before us ! 


charge of duty, mechanical repetition of scarcely felt words, 
and all the.other selfishnesses and worldlinesses which sap our 
earnestness in our: work ? 

The special duties enjoined are, first and foremost, the most 
general one to ‘* preach the word,’’ which is, indeed, a duty 
incumbent on all Christians ; and then, subordinate to it, and 
descriptive of how it is to be done, the duty of persevering at- 


” 


tention to that great life task,—‘‘ be instant ;’’ that is, be at 


it, be always at it. But is not ‘‘in season, out of season’’ an 


unwise and dangerous precept? Do we not do more harm 
than good by thrusting gospel teaching down peop!e’s throats 
at unfitting times ? No doubt, tact and prudence are as need- 
ful as zeal, but perhaps they are rather more abundant at 
present than it, and a time that looks out of season to a man 
who does not wish to hear of Christ at any time, or to one 
who does not wish to speak of him at any time, may be ‘‘in 


season.”’ 


for the very reason that it seems out of season. 
Felix is not an infallible judge of ‘‘a convenient season.’’ It 
would do no harm if Christian people ‘‘ obtruded ’’ their re- 
ligion a little more. 


But the general work of. ‘‘ preaching the word ’’ is to be 
accompanied with special care over the life of believers, which 
is to be active in three closely connected forms. Timothy is, 
where needful, to ‘* convict ’’ of sin; for so the word rendered 
“‘reprove’’? means, as applied to the mission of the Comforter 
in John 16:8. ‘* Rebuke ’’ naturally follows conviction, and 
exhortation, or, rather, consolation or encouragement, as 
naturally follows rebuke. If the faithful teacher has some- 
times to use the lancet, he must have the balm and the ban- 
dage at hand. And this triple ministry is to be ‘‘ with all 
longsuffering’? and ‘* teaching.’ 
comments, ‘* Not as in anger, not as in hatred, not as insult- 


Chrysostom beautifully 
ing over him, ... as loving, as sympathizing, as more dis- 
tressed than himself at his grief.’’ 
letting ** the teaching ’’ do the convicting and rebuking, not 
the teacher's judgment or tongue. 

The prospect of dark days coming, which so often saddens 
the close of a strenuous life for Christ and the: church, shad- 
owed Paul’s spirit, and added to his burdens. At Ephesus he 
had spoken forebodings of ‘ grievous wolves’’ enteririg in 


And we may add, as 


alter his death, and now he feels that he will be powerléss to 
check the torrent of corruption, and is eager that, when he is 
gone, Timothy and others may be wise and brave to cope with 
the tendencies to turn from the simple truth and to prefer 


fables.” 


Healthful 
and want to be 


The picture which he draws is. true to-day. 
tsaching is distasteful. 
tickled, 

_ 

; 


Wi 


Men’s ears itch, 
The desire of the multitude is to have teachers who 
reflect their own opigions and prejudices, who will not go 
against the grain or rub them the wrong way, who will flatter 


the mob, which calls itself the people, and will keep ‘‘ convic- 
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tion’’ and ‘‘ rebuke ’’ well in the background. That is no 
reason for any Christian teacher’s being cast down, but is a 
reason for his buckling to his work, and not shunning to de- 
clare the whole counsel of God. . 

The true way to front and conquer these evil: tendencies is 
by the display of an unmistakable self-sacrifice in the life, by 
sobriety in al) things and willing endurance of hardship where 
needful, and by redoubled earnestness in proclaiming the 
gospel, which men need whether they want it or not, and by 
filling to the full the sphere of our work, and discharging all 
its obligations. 

The great words of verses 6-8 are almost too sacred for 
comment, and in their tranquil triumph make music which 
shames the roughness of our speech about them. But we 
may note some points suggested by this glorious swan-song of 
Paul’s. Full of the most private personal hopes as it is, it is 
poured out to hearten Timothy for his race. Paul is not 
thinking about himself, even while he speaks of himself, but 
the motive for recording his dying certainty of victory and re- 
ward is the stimulus it would give to his young successor, as 
as is plainly shown by the introductory ‘‘for.’’ There is 
self-oblivion even in Paul’s self-consciousness. 

Further, we may note the contrast between this peaceful 
assurance at the end and the uncertainties which nerved for 
effort during the life. At Ephesus, Paul told the elders that 
perils and persecutions, and death itself, did not move him, if 
he might finish his course ; now he calmly knows that ‘his re- 
solves have not been balked, and that he Aas finished it. He 
had said to the Corinthians that he held his body in subjec- 
tion, lest, when he had summoned others to the race, he himself 
should be rejected by the great judge of the games ; now he 
looks back on the struggle as over, and expects the crown. 
He had written to the Philippians that his one aim was ‘if by 
any means | may attain unto the resurrection from the dead ; ’’ 
now he is sure that he has attained. 

Such a close is the reward of such a life, and of none other. 
Those who are confident too soon are alarmed too late ; those 
who through life are stirred to effort by ‘‘if by any means I 


” 


might ’’ can lie down at death with ‘‘I have ’’ on their peace- 
** At evening time it shall be light,’’ and the day which 


was full of storms may draw to a serene sunset, when all the 


ful lips. 


heavens are flushed with magic light. 
fully spread out behind Paul. 
ing salvation by his merits. 


The past lies peace- 
He is not boasting, nor expect- 
He knows that his faithfulness 
and victory are none of his doing, and that not he, but Christ 
in him, had enabled him to keep the faith. The 
shining before him, and its luster lights up even the block 


future lies 


and the sword, which stood in view between him and the 
crown, ? 

How calmly he looks death in the eyes! How he almost 
plays with it, and calls it gentle names, because he fears it 
not! ‘*I am already being offered,’’—the shedding of his 
Blood is but like the libation poured upon the altar; ‘ the 
time of my departure,’’—to die is only to change place and to 
go away home. And beyond the block the crown glitters, 
It lies in the treasure-house of Christ, who keeps it for him, 
and him for it. That judgment which he had urged on Timo- 
thy as a motive for zeal is to him no terrible thought, but 
means his winning the victor’s crown, not woven of fading 
flowers, but of those unwithering joys which bloom at the 
right hand of Christ, the judge. 

But Paul’s great heart will not think of his own head only 
as wearing that coronal, nor does he hope for a place exalted 
above the other blessed. Enough for him to be one of the 
great company ‘which cast: their crowns at the feet of the 
Lamb upon the throne. 
pearing 
sharp test for us. 
theught of it ? 


‘* All them that have loved his ap- 


” 


will be crowned at that appearing. 7zere is a 


Do we love it, or do we shrink from the 


The final words in verses 16-18 carry on the same trium 
phant strain. There had been some previous stage of Paul's 
trial, in his second imprisonment, of which we have no details 
except those here,—that the Roman Christians and all his 
friends had deserted him. and that he had thus been con- 
formed unto Christ’s sufferings, and tasted the bitterness of 
friendship failing when needed most. But no trace of bit- 
terness remained in his spirit, and, like his Lord, he prayed 
for them who had thus deserted him. He was left alone, but 
the Christ who had borne his burden alone died that none of 
his servants might ever have to know the same dreary soli- 
tude, and the absence of other comforters had made the more 
room, as well as need, for him. 

Paul’s predecessor, Stephen, had seen Jesus standing at the 
right hand of God. [aul had an even more blessed experi 
ence; for Jesus stood by him, there in the Roman court, 
perhaps with the emperor on the tribunal. What could ter- 
rify him with that advocate at his side ? 

But it is beautiful that the Apostle does not first think of his 
Lord’s presence as ministering to his comfort, but as nerving 
him to ‘* fulfil his message.’’ The trial was to him, first, a 
crowning opportunity of preaching the gospel, and, no doubt, 
it gave him an audience of such a sort as he had never had. 
What did it matter even to himself what became of him, if 
‘*all the Gentiles,’’ and among them, no doubt, senators, 
**might hear’’ ? 


generals, statesmen, and possibly Nero, 
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Only as a second result of Christ's help does he add that he 
The 
peril was extreme ; his position seemed hopeless ; the jaws 
were wide open, and he was held by the sharp fangs, but 
Christ dragged him out. 


was rescued, as from between the very teeth of the lion. 


The true David delivered his lamb 
out of the lion’s mouth. 

The past is the prophecy of the future to those that trust in 
a changeless Christ, who has all the resources of the universe 
at command, ‘* That which hath been is that which shall be,’’ 
and he who cam say ‘‘ he ath delivered from so great a death " 
ought to have .10 hesitation in adding ‘tin whom I trust that 
he wi// yet deliver me.’’ That was the use that Paul made of 
his experience, and so his last words are an utterance of un- 
faltering faith and a doxology. 

There appears to be an interesting echo of the Lord’s 
Prayer in verse 18. Observe the words “« deliver,” ** from 
evil,’’ **kingdom,’’ ‘‘ glory.’’ Was Paul's confidence disap 
pointed? No; forsurely he was delivered from every evil work 
when the sharp sword struck off his head as he knelt outside 
the walls of Rome. And Death was Christ's last messenger, 
sent to ‘* save him unto his heavenly kingdom,’’ that there he 
might, with loftier words than even he could utter on earth, 
ascribe to Him ‘‘ glory forever. Amen.’’ 


Fallowfield, Manchester, England. 
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Teaching Points 


By Bishop H. W. Warren, D.D., LL.D. 
How the Best Life Ends 


ITH loving regard we have followed the incidents of 

this most heroic life. How does it end? This is a 
lesson to teachers rather than to pupils, 

Paul looks death in the face, and says but a dozen words 
about it. These are not a howl of execration for his murderers, 
not of anxiety how his memory will be regarded, but a state- 
ment that he has been swinging like a ship at its moorings for 
a while and now tlre true purpose of the ship is to be fulfilled. 
He is to be loosed from the pier, and the infinite ocean shall 
be sailed. The ship has been built, adapted, and laden for 
that voyage. 

He looks back 


Not a syllable of regret ; sufferings are transformed into glories, 


with about the same number of words. 

Ile looks forward with fully as much certainty, definiteness, 
and assurance. [lis Lord had gone before, he had revealed 
himself in the skies, he had appeared to him, stood by him 
again and again ;, there could be no uncertainty now. Only 
uncertain living makes uncertain dying. 

All these figures of speech are of the intensest kind—the 
good fight ; the race run to the very end ; the righteous judge 
to give the crown to his lover. No mere drifting, no mere 
shilly-shally living, come to such assured coronation, 


Why does he spe ak of this? 
Timothy who is in less difficulties. 


Simply to encourage every 
Teacher, Timothy, do 
from the 
truth, seek to make even you teach them after their own de- 


your pupils decline healthful doctrine, turn away 


sires, lend eager ears to fables or fiction? Then hear for 
your comfort and guidance our dearly beloved brother Paul. 

Be sober, not intemperate in spirit, suffer the hardship: 
patiently, declare the real evangel, fill the measure of thy 
ministry full. I charge thee, in the sight of God, Jesus Christ, 
and the judgment, teach the word, stand fast by it at con- 
venient and inconvénient times, bring the proof from experi- 
ence and the word of God, blame the wrong with repugnance ; 
make appeal, but with long-suffering patience. Things so 
great are not always done in a day. 

Then Paul quotes his life and example. Those who live his 
life will die his death, share his coronation, 


University Park, Colo. 
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Illustrative Applications 
By Wayland Hoyt, D.D. 


| CHARGE thee in the sight of God, and of Christ Jesus 
(v. I). 
ral Olmstead, —while chief astronomer of the Dudley Obser- 


Once Professor Olmstead, —during the war Gene- 
vatory at Albany, was making observation on a star which 
could be best seen just before sun-setting. Having finished 
his observation, he swept the great telescope downward, and 
suddenly he saw, in the field of the instrument, some boys, 
miles away, pilfering an apple orchard. The boys had no 
thought they could be seen, had set out sentinels to guard 
against surprise. But there they wece, held in the eye of the 
great instrument, and with every anxious feeling depicted on 
their faces, as easily marked by Professor Olmstead as though 


they were in the same room with him. There is a sleepless, 


piercing, observing eye on every one of us. We do not 
escape it, though we be all unconscious of its gaze. That is 


the true life which steadily remembers that it is always held in 
the clear and discriminating vision of God. 
Who shall judge the quick and the dead, and by his a pear- 
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ing and his kingdom. We pass away from many things when 
we are called from this world by death, but there is one thing 
death cannot seize us from,—the judgment. Nor can those 
who may be living at the time of our Lord’s advent escape it 
either. Both quick and dead shall hear the summons to the 
great assize. Confronted by the judgment, how utterly we 
And, like 
the gorgeous and gracious robe which the Oriental host flung 
over the meaner garments of his guest when he entered the 
feast-room, the atoning Christ will array us in his righteous- 
ness if we accept him. Poor plight his who must meet that 
judgment with nothing to cover him but his own moral 
shabbiness ! 


need the justifying righteousness of Jesus Christ ! 


Preach the word; be instantin season, out of season; re- 
prove, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching 
(v. 2). Timothy was a minister. And the exhortation here 
is to ministerial faithfulness. But the spirit of the exhortation 
runs out to faithfulness in every sort of duty. ‘‘ Hiram Golf, 
shoemaker by the grace of God,’’ was the word written on his 
tombstone. And Hiram Golf, cobbling shoes well and wor- 
thily, as in the sight of God, for God’s sake, was fulfilling the 
spirit of this command as really as ever Timothy was in his 
preaching and shepherding. It is never so much the thing 
you do as the motive with which you do that thing which lifts 
or degrades it. 

For the time will come when they will not endure the sound 
doctrine ; but, having itching ears, will heap to themselves teach- 
ers after their own lusts (v. 3). Never be caught with the folly 
that doctrine is no matter. Doctrine is literally teaching. 
And it makes all the difference in the world if you be taught 
wrongly or rightly. To be taught wrong is to be led wrong, 
and that is a most serious matter. I was making a long jour- 
ney, once, through a dense forest, along a trail, It was of 
vast importance to me that, when the trail forked, the sign- 
post gave me the right direction, And do not think that the 
doctrine you like te hear is necessarily the right one. Your 
own ‘‘ busts ’’—desires—are a poor standard of discrimination. 
It is not what you think, but what God thinks, which is the 
prime concern. Reverent attention to God’s word is vastly 
wiser than being muddled by the wild guesses of those who 
deny God's word. 

For lam already being offered, and the time of my depar- 
ture is come, have fought the good fight, 1 have finished 
the course, I have kept the faith (vs. 6, 7). On a clock m a 
town in Spain there is a dial, and around the dial this legend 
is written, ‘‘ All the moments wound ; the last one slays.’’ 
And that last slaying moment must surely come to each one 
of us, as it did to the great Apostle. In the solemnity of that 
** time of departure '’ we shall see this to be the true success, 
—noble struggle, persistence to the end, truth to the truth. 
All other success pales in the vivid consciousness of that 
moment. May the genuine success of the great Apostle be 
yours and mine! And the Christ who helped him will help 
you and me. 

Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteous- 
ness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to meat that 
day (v. 8). Do you notice that the Apostle does not fear the 
judge, though he be sternly righteows ? He thinks of going 
to him as to a glad home-coming. A crown worth having 
shall be given him,—the crown of righteousness. What a 
* crowa must that be which all the righteousness of the infinitely 
righteous God shal} fashion and present! The beauty, glory, 
satisfaction, of it are beyond conception. 
fail in comparison with that prize ! 
winning. 


How earth’s prizes 
That is a prize worth the 
And it may be ours through Christ, as it was the 
Apostle’s through Christ. ‘I am very ill, but I am very 
well !’’ exclaimed one of Mr. Wesley’s converts as the last 
moment struck. well when earth slips from the 
frail hand here, but when the strong hand of faith in Jesus 
grasps the crown eternal there ! 

Aimy first defence no one took my part, but all forsook me. 
..+ But the Lord stood by me, and strengthened me (vs. 16, 17). 
The first great persecution against the Christians was burning, 
kindled by the impious Nerc. 


How 


So afraid were people, the 
Apostle could find im al! Rome no attorney to plead his case. 
But the Lord was with him. 
the Lord pill never forsake. 
open the gates of heaven. 
the Lord’s. 
shouted some of Frobisher’s daring mariners. 


Be you sure, whatever may befall, 
If the sword must smite, it will 
Nothing can defeat him who is 

** The ice was strong, but God was stronger !”’ 

He can be 

strong who, like the Apostle, trusts the strong Lord. 

Philadelphia. 


XS 
Teaching Hints 
By A. F. Schauffler, D.D. 


OTE : verse 2 is a capital one, from which every teacher 
should preach to himself a little sermon, each time he 
goes to his class. 

Paul was now a prisoner in Rome, expecting that at any 
time the order for his execution might come. His thoughts 
Went out to his friend Timothy, and he longed to give him 
some good advice, that would help him im his difficult work, 
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This he does in this epistle. But im the particular lesson that 
we have to-day, I want to call especial attention to three 
things, of which Paul speaks. 

First, he speaks of his own present : **I am now ready to 
be offered.’’ In these words we find no sign of any faltering 
on his part. Though death stared him in the face, he was as 
undaunted as ever. He had faced death too frequently to be 
timid now. Nor do I hear one word of complaint, that, after 
such a life of service, he was to be left to die. by the hand of 
the Roman executioner. It sade to him little difference how 
the call of his Master came, he was ready to answer it cheer- 
fully. What an example this is to all timid believers! For, 
if each one has the faith that Paul had, he may follow his ex- 
ample, and live so that he can calmly face death, in whatever 
garb he may appear. 

Second, he turns to his past life. ‘I have fought the good 
fight, I have fimished the course, 1 have kept the faith.”’ 
There is in this backward glance ne sign that he regretted 
any of the sufferings that he had endured. I think that if any 
one in that prison had asked him, ‘* Paul, are you not sorry 
that you took the Nazarene to be your Master? Wouldit not 
have been better to have lived as you began, and had ease 
and comfort in the place of all the sorrows that you have 
passed through ?’* he would have aaswered, ‘‘No, I am not 
sorry for what I have done. In fact, the best thing that I ever 
did, was when on the road to Damascus I said, Lord, what 
wilt theu have me to do?’’ 

Third, he turns toward his future. He says, ‘‘ Henceforth 
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the 
Lord, the righteous judge, shall give to me at that day.”” He 
knew that his past had been full of afffictions, but he also 
knew that his future was to be full of joy. So the prospect 
before him was one full of glory, and he looked for it with ex- 
ceeding great joy. Probably in all Rome there was not a 
happier man than just this prisoner, who was daily expecting 
to die. 

Now all this is full of instruction to us. 1 have been to 
many a death-bed, and have heard many dying utterances. 
But there are some things that I have never heard a dying per- 
son say. I have never heard such a one say, ‘‘E am sorry 
that I accepted Christ for my master, and tried to follow him.”’ 
But I have beard many a one say, ‘‘ I am sorry that I did not 
accept him sooner,’’ or ‘‘ I am sorry that I have not followed 
him more closely.’ Whatever a man may say, when he is 
well, about taking Christ for his Saviour, he will never say 
that he is sorry for it when he comes to his last sickness. 

Notice, finally, that this crown of which Paul speaks is not 
for himself alone, but for all ‘* that have leved his appearing.’’ 
That is, itis for you 4nd me, if we live as the Apostle did. 
This is a great comfort and stimulus for us in our lives,—is it 
not? 

New York City. 


KSA 
The Senior Bible Class 


By Professor Frank K. Sanders, Ph.D. 


[Editor’s Note.—Full information about this course of studies 
may be found in The Sunday Schoo! Times for January g, 1897. 
The Editor will send free to any one, upon request, a leaflet ex- 
plaining the course, and embodying suggestions for the conduct 
of a Bible class. But this leaflet is only suggestive, and each 
week's issue of The Sunday School Times will be needed by every 
member of a class that is following the course. Free specimen 
copies of any one issue of The Sunday School! Times will be sent, if 
desired. A carefully prepared list of hooks, helpful for further 
study, with brief comment upon their scope and relative value, 
will also be sent free, upon request, to those who follow the 
course. The books themselves may be purchased from The 
Sunday School Times. Questions which teachers may wish to 
ask, in connection with their study or teaching, are invited by 
the Editor. When of sufficient general interest, they will be an- 
swered in the paper ; if an answer by mail is desired, a two-cent 
stamp should be enclosed.]} 


[The references in brackets are to other lesson helps in this 
issue of The Sunday School Times.} 


Epistles to Timothy and Titus. 


I, THE GENBRAL PREPARATION, 
[For each member of the Bible class.] 

This week’s study may wisely center upon the last messages 
of Paul, not merely the last message in 2 Timothy. In prepa- 
ration each one should carefully read the three short Epistles 
which are reckoned as written during his last two years, — 
1 Timothy, Titus, and 2 Timothy. While reading 1 Timothy, 
note (1) Paul’s gratitude that he had been called as an apostle 
(1 : 12-47); (2) his sense of the dignity which should attach 
to Christian offices and action (2 : 8 to 3 : 15); (3) his advice 
as to the best method of making leadership effective (4 : 6 86} ; 
(4) his emphasis on sound teaching, contentment, and charac- 
ter as the supreme values in life (6 : 3-16). In the letter to 
Titus, note (5) asimilar emphasis on the necessity of sound 
teaching and righteous life (rt: 5 to 2: 14); (6) advice to 
persecuted Christians (2:8; 3: 1-8). Im the second letter 
to Timothy, note (7) what Paul approved in Timothy, and 
what he criticised (1 : 3-14) ; (8) his view of what life calls for 
from a true man (2 : 1-26; 4: 8-4); (9) his own loyal ser- 
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vice (3 : 10-14; 4: 7); (80) his readiness for a martyp, 
death. ; 
If. Questions ror Stupy AND Discussion, 

[Fer the leader to allot in advance to members of the class.) 

Books of reference (see Editor's Note above). 

Burton, ‘* Records,’’ etc., 224-226; Farrar, ‘ Messages,» 
355-396; ** Paul,” Excursus XXVII ; Dods, “ Introduction, » 
167-177; Findlay in Sabatier’s ‘‘ Paul,’’ 343 ff. ; Plummer, 
** Pastoral Epistles ’’ (Expositor’s Bible) ; Conybeare, Volume 
II, §47-599; Farrar, ‘‘ Paul,’’ chapters §3-57 ; Taylor,‘ Pay)» 
540 ff. 

1. Paul's Last Years. (1.) How much can we infer re. 
garding the years between Paul’s release and his second impris. 
onment from the hints in these three Epistles ? [Geikie ; tt 
2, 3-] (2.) Judging from the thoughts which are prominent 
in these letters, what were the problems that presented them. 
selves for immediate solution during these years (comp. 2 Cor, 
11 : 28) ?—preblems of church government simply ? [Riddle ; 
{tJ 

2. His Thoughts for the Church of God. (3.) Us orvani. 
sation. Does Paul appear anxious about forms? If not, on 
what does he lay stress? (4.) Its self-respect and dignity, 
Does he urge these from the standpoint of social or of spiritual 
effectiveness?  (§.} Its growth. What factors does Paul 
deem essential to steady progress ? 

3. His Advice to his Intimate Friends, (6.) Gather up 
what Paul exhorts them to be and to do as members of the 
Christian church, as individuals ? [McLaren: § 4.] 

4. His Views of Christ. (7.) Make a brief Bible reading 
by picking out the passages in these three Epistles which 
mention Christ, and classifying them ; for example, Christ ap- 
pointed him an apostle (8 Tim. 1:12; 2:7; 2 Tim, 
I: 1, etc.) [Riddle: vs. 17, 18]. 

5. Pauls Review of his Career. 
2: 12-17; 2:7; Titus 1 
to the past. 


(8.) From 1 Timothy 
: 3; 2 Timothy, note his allusions 
(9.) Compare the confession 2 Timothy 4:7 
with such passages as Philippians 3 : 13, 14; 1 Corinthians 
9 : 26, etc. He does not show, in these Epistles, any self- 
glorifying spirit. What, then, does he mean to say? [{Me- 
Laren: {9 9, 11. Warren: § 2. Hoyt: vs. 6-8.] 

6. Paul the Apostle. (10.} Eor what does he stand in the 
history of Christianity ? 

Ill. THe Leapinc THovucnats. 

To classify these is unnecessary. A class will naturally 
dwell on Paul’s personal messages to the men and women of 
to-day; and upon those aspects. of his ‘lifecand chardcter and 
attitude which are so worthy of imitation. 


New THaven, Conn. 
Hints for the Intermediate Teacher 
By Faith Latimer 


E HAVE had many lessons about the life and work of 
Paul, but this one is the last of them, except the re- 
From what Epistle is this lesson taken? ‘Yo whom is 

it addressed? Can you tell of a lesson which we had last 

June, called ‘‘ Paul’s Advice to Timothy ’’ ? 

Timothy.—Why did Paul call Timothy ‘‘ my beloved 
son’? ? What had Timothy been taught from a child? ‘l'imo- 
thy was a companion of Paul’s in some of his missionary jour 
neys. He was much with the Apostle while he was impris- 
oned in his own hired house during the two years in Rome. 
Timothy was for a long time pastor of the Christian church in 
Ephesus, and was there when Paul sent him this his last letter. 

Words from Prison.—The very last words of Paul which 
we have were written in a prison ; not im a light, comfortable 
house, where friends might visit and Paul could preach the 
gospel, but in close confinement. After the long confinement 
in his own hired house, Paul had been set free, and was again 
busy and earnest in missionary work. Bat, in a few years, 
Nero the emperor began a fearful persecution of all Christians, 
cruelly torturing and murdermg them. Paul was again a'- 
rested, put in a close prison, and expected that the execu- 
tioner might come some day with an order to behead him. 

A Last Charge.—From the doteful cell, lonely and cold, he 
wrote to Timothy. Are not farewell words abways precious, 
if spoken by one we love? And, if spoken by one we know 
to be wise and good, should we not always treasure suc! 
counsel? Paul reminded Timothy af God’s watching eye, 
that he sees and knows every word and deed, and will be the 
judge of all. Pau) never required others to do what ke him- 
self had not done. He bade Timothy preach the Word con 
stantly, faithfully, im all kindness and truth. So Pau! had 
taught bravely and patiently. In what ways did Paul suffer 
for his faithful preaching ? What were some of the hardships 
he endured? Paul warned Timothy that many would not 
hear, or, if they heard, would not believe the truth. There 
are such people now, who do not want to believe the Bible, 
and they call the histories and the miracles of the Bible only 
fables. Paul bede Timothy preach the gospel, and prove © 
all that he gave the words of Jesus himself. He told him ” 
go on with his preaching, because his own earthly work w® 
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done. Paul knew his voice would soon be silenced, but he 
said he was ready to be offered up. He knew his blood was 
to be shed, his life taken like that of an animal laid on an 
altar of sacrifice. 

Looking Earthward.—Paul looked back on his own strange 
life. He knew the meaning of conflict. He was confident 
that he had put on the whole armor of God. No soldier who- 
ever kept guard over him was more thoroughly equipped for 
warfare in the armies of Cesar than Paul had been armed and 
trained for service in the ranks as a soldier for Jesus Christ. 
Wearing the girdle of truth, he could say, ‘‘ I have fought the 
good fight.’” Among enemies who practiced error and un- 
lawful habits, he stedfastly wore the breastplate of righteous- 
ness. As he went from one city to another to preach of for- 
giveness of sin, he went shod with the gospel of peace, though 
often driven away from those whom he would save. Paul's faith 
in God, his comfort in his sure salvation, had been to him a 
shield and helmet: 
and on his lips, and all his Christian life was a life of prayer. 
He had finished the course, he had kept the faith. 

Looking Heavenward.—There was no sadness in Paul’s 
parting from earthly scenes, though he had enjoyed the con- 
flicts ; but beyond the shining flash of Nero’s sword was the 
vision of a waiting crown. Paul had witnessed the races of 
the Greek games, where one brave victor had been crowned 
with a fading wreath. He knew that for him, and for all that 
have loved and served the Lord, there is a crown which the 
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give. 

Last Messages.—Paul had yet a prayer for his enemies, and 


The word of God was always in his heart 


words of love for friends. 
with sails set, anchor-ropes and chains loosened, ready to 
depart, yet he speaks once more the earthly names which had 
** Only Luke is with 
me ;'’ the beloved physician, true friend to the last, was the 
only one who entered the dungeon, which is still shown to 
Living on from day to day, the old soldier stili had 
He longed to see Timothy. It was cold 
in the prison, and he begged Timothy to try diligentlyto come 
to him before winter, and bring Mark with him. Prison life 
had not chilled the desire to work, for he said he wanted 
Mark, becatise ‘‘he is useful to me for ministering.’’ The 
tired, bent shoulders were cold, and Paul remembered a 
warm cloak he had left at Troas, and the written parchments 


Like one standing on the shore 
been connected with his life scenes. 


travelers. 
his human loves. 


he longed to have for the few midday hours of light in his 
deep cell. Once more he recalled his past trials in courts, 
and gave thanks that the Lord stood.by him that the Gentiles 
might heat the gospel message. He was sure that the Lord 
would deliver him from evil, and as the blade of Nero’s servant 
ended his life, we know his benediction for others was fulfilled 
on his own devoted head : 


‘‘ The Lord be with thy spirit, 
Grace be with you.” 


Louisville, Ky. 
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‘Hints for the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Roxana Beecher Preuszner 


ITH the older classes it seems wise to continue the 

story to its end, for death is noticed and commented 

upon by even children of very tender yearsy and that Paul 

went to the home Jesus had prepared for him need not be 

made too sad by any details, but simply to appear the happy 
end of his great work here. 

As illustrative objects, use the paper armor and the most 
beautiful crown of gilt paper that you can make. 

With the armor recall the soldiers told about in Lesson 8, 
who their captain was, and what kind of fighting they were to 
do under the love-banner. Recall Paul as the one who told 
us about it. Recall also how he knew about soldiers, and 
whether Cesar ever heard his story. 

Still farther, the older classes should be told something of 
what Paul must have done when liberated, and of the cause 
of his reeapture and imprisonment. It may be simply that 
Cesar did something very wicked, and said the friends of Jesus 
did it. Remind that every one had to mind him, so no one 
dared to say anything. Paul would be put in prison right 
away, for every one would know that he was Jesus’ friend. 
Tell that it was not to his old home, but to the deepest, dark- 
est, coldest one there was, that he was sent. 
trust, and help each other. 
would Paul trust him ? 

Tell then of the one letter written from the prison. 
T imothy, 


Friends love, 
Could Jesus help Paul here, and 


Tt was to 
It said, ‘*O Timothy, every one else left me, but 
‘he stood close beside me; he helped me to tell Cesar the 
whole truth, and oh, I shall go to him soon, I know!" 
Represent him as thinking of the best kind of soldiers and 
the good kind of fighting, and tell what he could truly say of 
himself, using only the first clause of the Golden Text (chil- 
dren as well know if they have been fighting to do right) ; the 
others introduce unfamiliar themes. 
Call one of the children to you, and place upon its head the 
Crown, and talk-about how gladly every one would-have a 
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true crown, and not a paper one like this. Then tell that 
Paul showed that Jesus, this Friend, had a most beautiful crown 
for him,—a crown of ‘‘ right doing,’’ he called it; and he 
said something like this: ‘‘O Timothy, it isn’t. for me only, 
but for you and for every one! I'd like to get it for you, 
and give it to you, but I can’t. Know that every time 
you fight to do the right, or to help others to do so too, there 
comes a shining star in your crown, and every time you are 
unselfish, or kind, or self-denying, there comes another and 
another point, until, if you begin when you are a little boy, 
and keep on, with loving looks and honest actions, the crown 
that Jesus will give you will be all covered with beautiful 
shining stars, dazzling as. the light. O Timothy, do fight for 
the crown of ‘ right-doing !’ ’’ 

These were almost the very last things Paul wrote, and very 
soon he went to Jesus, and the beautiful crown was given 
to him, 

Recall what he had said he had done, and remind that what 
he had to fight. with was just two Bible verses: ‘* Love the 
Lord thy God with all thy heart,*’ and ‘* Love one another.’’ 

The younger children can understand the ‘ right-doing 
crown,’’ just small enough to fit each head perfectly, and that 
it grows as they grow. The soft voice that speaks in the 
heart, and says, ‘‘ That is right,’’ ‘‘ Be brave,’’ ‘‘ Be true,’’ 
etc., shows whether the crown is growing brighter and the 
little stars shining more clearly. Show plainly. that no one, 
however loving and anxious, can buy one for any friend, but 
each must make it for himself. 

Jesus is making a beautiful home for each of us, but the 
crown is one of the things in that home we must put into it. 
If we do not, it is to be feared that we cannot find the home. 

The sense of right and wrong is so fundamental that children 
of any grade will respond, and a talk on home duties for the 
younger, and on home and school duties for the older, will 
help them. A story of a child who is late at breakfast, dis- 
likes to practice, or is idle in School, with the application 
simply by asking, ‘‘How should he behave ?’’ will make 
quite plain what right-doing is. 

Every heart will be moved to wish, if but for a moment, for 
such acrown. The wish can be made more real by closing 
with a simple prayer, the children following aloud, that Jesus 
will help us to really fight for that crown, and that we may be 
soldiers that hate evil and hold fast the good. 

With some classes it will be a help to them to tell that be- 
cause of all the hard things Paul did to help others he is loved 
everywhere, and that to be like him is one of the most de- 
sirable things in the world; that boys, girls, churches, and 
towns are named for him, to show how everywhere he is hon- 
ored because he ‘‘ fought the good fight.’’ 


Lawrence, Kan. - 


Question Hints 


By Amos R. Wells 
For the Teacher 


HE Letrer.—Where was Paul when he wrote this letter ? 

About when was it written? What was Paul’s occupa- 
tion between his first and second imprisonment at Rome? 
How did he come to be imprisoned again? How do the cir- 
cumstances of his imprisonment make the tone of this letter 


remarkable ?. What was the chief purpose of the letter? 


2. PREACH THE WorD (vs. 1, 2).—What four motives 
(Rev. Ver., v. 1) for earnest preaching does Paul enu- 
merate? What is ‘‘the word’’? In what ways ought 


every Christian to ‘“‘preach the word’’? When may this 


preaching be called ‘‘out of season’’? How may the Chris- 


” 


tian gain ‘‘ long-suffering ’’ in his work ? 

3. Use your OprorTUNITY (vs. 3, 4).—How do ‘itching 
ears ’’ lead men astray from the truth? What are some of the 
modern ‘‘fables’’ to which some turn from the gospel ? 
What considerations should lead us all to be very urgent in the 
work of soul-saving ? 

4. WaTcH AND WorkK (v. 5).—Against what must a Chris- 
tian worker be on guard ? 
list ’’ ? 
** full proof ’’ of all your powers for service? 

5. THe Goon Ficut (vs. 6, 7).—To what four things does 
Paul compare himself, in turn, in these verses ? 


What is ‘‘ the work of an evange- 
How aloue can you be sure that you are making 


How was 
his life like a sacrifice ? a ship? a fight? a race? What were 


some of its great successes ? 


6. Tue Crown OF RiGHTEOUSNEsSS (v. 8).—What in the 
preceding verse suggested a crown to Paul? What does this 
crown symbolize? Who will receive it? When ? 


7. DELIVERANCE answer ’’—to 
what? 


In what 


-(vs. 16-18).—‘* My first 
Of what does this prayer of Paul’s remind you? 
the Lord ’”’ Paul? 


Whence came Paul's reference to the lion? (Psa. 22: 21.) 


ways may have ‘‘stood with 


What iustified the closing burst of confident faith ? 


For the Superintendent 
1. Fo whom did Paul write the words of our lesson? 2. 
What did Paul urge Timothy to do? 3. 
Timothy a good example ? (Goldefi text.) 


How did Pau! give 
4. From what had 
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the Lord saved Paul? 5. What are some of the glorious 


qualities you have found in Paul’s character ? 
- 
Questions to be Answered in Writing 

[These questions are given also in The Scholar's Magazine. They 
occupy a full page opposite the lesson to which they refer, and blank space 
is allowed for the written answers Send for free specimen copy te 
John D, Wattles & Co., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa.] 

1. To whom was Paul writing the words of this lesson? 
2. What did he urge Timothy to do? 3. What reason did he 
give why Timothy should preach faithfully? 4. What did 
Paul say about his own past life? 5. What reward did he 
confidently expect ? 


Poston, 


Oriental Lesson Lights 


By H. B. Tristram, D.D., LL.D., F.R.S. 


‘* | HAVE Foucut THe Goop Ficut,’’ erc,—The writings 
of Paul are replete with illustrations taken from those 
games which form so conspicuous a feature in the social life 
of the Greek world. Well might he do so, for probably it 
was only the endurance and the courage developed and fostered 
by these exercises which saved Greece from falling into that 
state of effeminate decay which had already eaten out the vitals 
of the Persians, and in after ages produced the utter rottenness 
of the Byzantine empire. Christianity, on the contrary, if 
real, must be manly, and therefore the Apostle repeatedly re- 
fers, as illustrations, to the stadium, the battle-field, and the 
soldier’s life. The expression ‘‘ the good fight’’ may refer to 
the Greek games generally, or more especially to the wrestling- 
match. 


” 


‘* Finished the course ’’ refers to the foot-race, which 
was looked on as the greatest of all athletic achievements. 

**CROWN OF RIGHTEOUSNESS,’’—-The eternal crown is con- 
trasted with the wreaths, or garlands, bestowed on the victors 
in the annual games, not because of any intrinsic value, but as 
being in each case the proof and sign of victory, whether it 
were the olive garland of the Olympian games or the pine 
leaves or ivy wreaths given by Corinth to the Isthmian victor, 
the parsley of the Nemean or the laurel of the Pythian 
festival. 

‘*AT MY FIRs1 ME,’’— 
‘‘ First answer ’’ is a technical expression, referring to what 


ANSWER NO MAN STOOD WITH 
was called, in Roman legal phraseology, the actio prima, which 
was a kind of first hearing, when the case was set out, and the 
judge or judges reviewed the proceedings, pointing out any 


‘defects in the case on either side which might be corrected or 


amplified before the final hearing. This custom, originally in- 
tended to facilitate justice, became, in process of time, a series 
of repeated remands, by which a vindictive or unscrupulous 
prosecutor could keep a defendant in prison for an indefinite 
period. In very plain and undisputed cases this first answer 
was also the final one, but generally the remand would be for 
months, and sometimes for a year. It was a universal custom, 
as we find from many instances in Cicero and elsewhere, 
that at this first hearing the friends of the accused person 
should muster in great force. In the weli-organized Roman 
system, the tumultuous demonstrations in the gate which ac- 
company the Oriental dispensation of justice were superseded 
by the presence of three classes of supporters,—the adve- 
catus, or counsel, whose duty was similar to that of his name- 
sake amongst ourselves ; the pa‘ronus, or high-placed friend, 
originally the head of his clan, who should testify on his own 
behalf, in fact, a man of position, as a witness to character; 
Of these 
His natural patron?, the heads of the Jews 


in Rome, and his c/iente/a, his disciples and converts, were 


and thirdly, the c/iente/a, or crowd of sympathizers, 
Paul had none. 
alike wanting. We may contrast this description of the situa- 
tion with the account given by Plato of the last days of Socrates, 
unjustly condemned to death,—surrounded by his devoted 
friends and pupils, gathering up and noting down every word 
Paul, on the contrary, de- 
serted by man, -had One who stood with him and delivered 
him. 
The College, Durham, England. 


he uttered as a precious legacy. 


FP. 


By the Rev. William Ewing 
‘* BY HIS APPEARING AND HIS Ki1nGpom.’’—The belief that 
Jesus Christ will appear again on earth and exercise rule is 
not confined to the Christians. The Muhammadans hold that 
the the earth 
‘*near the white tower east of Damascus.’’ The traditional 


he will, before resurrection, descend upon 


faith is that he will have a lance in his hand. Journeying 
southward, he is to be met by Antichrist at Lydda, in the 
plain of Sharon, not far from Jaffa, and with the lance he will 
put him to death. Proceeding to Jerusalem, he will arrive at 
the time of the morning prayer, and perform his devotions ac- 
cording to Moslem form, officiating in the place of the Jwaém, 
who shal! give way tohim. He will then devote himself to the 
destruction of churches and symbols of the cross, and the ex- 
termination of all Christians who will not accept the faith of 
Islam. Forty years, or, as others say, twenty-four years, he 


is to continue, and under him ‘there will be security and 
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plenty in the world, all hatred and malice being laid aside ; 
when lions and camels, bears and sheep, shall live im peace, 
and a child shall play with serpents unhurt.’’ This may be 
compared with the Druze belief that El Hakim, the last mani- 
festation or incarnation of the deity, according to their religion, 
is not really dead. He is only withdrawn for the time to test 
the sincerity and faith of his followers. One day he is to 
appear again, and set up his kingdom, beating down with mvin- 
cible might all who may oppose him in the world. 


Edgbaston, Birmingham, England. 
KSA 
Blackboard Hints 


By the Rev. E. Morris Fergusson 


HE word * faithful’? should be on the board at the be- 

ginning ; the other lines should be written or uncovered 

as reached (see italicized words), Strips of black tissue paper, 

lightly tacked on with black pins, will conveniently cover the 
words ; and the black pins will not crack the slated surface. 

For the past ten months we have been studying the life of a 
great man. To-day we study his dying words. They are 
about being faithful. The fact that a man was, or was not, 
faithful to his trust, is more important than all the other facts 
about him put together. 

The first part of the lesson is summed up in the words ‘*Be 
thon faithiul.'’ Timothy was a pastor in charge of a field 
where Paul had labored for three years, and which he knew 
he should never see again. If Timothy had beena schoolboy, 
or a clerk, or a rich man, Paul might have written about dif 
ferent duties, but the dying message would have been the same. 

Then the old man speaks of himself and his work. He has 
lived a busy, fruitful life. He might have said a great deal 
else (recapitulate) ; but the only thing he seems to consider 
worth saying is, ‘‘ / Aawe been faithful.’’ Well had he earned 
the right to say it. Will you be able to claim as much? What 
is to be the reward? For whom? 

Paul’s second trial seems to have been quite an ordeal. The 
Roman persecutors had already tasted Christian blood, and 
the Apostle had to face them alone ; but still he is able to bear 
this. testimony,—‘‘ Zhe Lord is faithful.’’ The people who 
have proved the Lord’s faithfulness, as Paul did, during life, 
are most likely to find cause to confess his faithfulness in the 
hour of death. 


Be THOU 


eto’ PRITHFUL 


icles. N. J. 
A? 
Hints for Lesson-Hymns 


“A charge to keep I have."' 

** Tell it out with gladness. '’ 

* The Saviour bids thee watch and pray."' 

** Are you ready?’ 

‘*Come, let us anew our journey pursue."’ 

‘A crown of glory bright." 

* How firm a foundation, ye saints of the Lord." 
“Praise God, from whom all blessings flow."’ 


AS 
Sociological Notes 
By President Robert Ellis Thompson, S.T.D. 


HE change from the indefinite to the definite article in 
the seventh verse of this lesson puts a new face upen 
the statement. As the old version ran, ‘*I have fought a 
good fight,"’ Paul seemed to be making a boast of something 
especial and peculiar in his own career. He appears to 
claim that he has been a fighter in the Christian cause above 
and beyond ordinary believers. But the Revisers, following 
the Greek closely, strip off all this appearance of boasting. 
The Apostle claims no more than that he is coming to the 
close of the fight and the end of the race whichare the com- 
mon lot of all who follow Jesus Christ. It is the fight all must 
win and the race all must ran that have occupied these years. 
He speaks of what has been the common achievement of all 
who through faith and patience have inherited the promises. 
This community of experience is a striking feature of the 
kingdom of Jesus Christ. ‘There is a noteworthy variety in 
the Christian life. Every attempt to reduce it to a rigid 
seheme of uniform experience has wrought mischief, by set- 
ting timid believers to measure themselves by another stan- 
dard than that of Jesus Christ. But under all the variety 
there is a unity, which grows out of its relation to the one 
Saviour of all the saved. All are fighting ‘“‘ the fight ’’ under 
this Captain, against the baser self and the evil forces which 
would drag them down from his level. All are running the 
Same race at his call, and toward the goal he has'set up for 
them. The great Apostle and the most obscure Christian 


— 
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have gone up the same path and used the same weapons, to 
the same end, until ‘‘ they joy before thee according to the 
joy in the harvest, and as men rejoice when they divide the 
spoil.’’ 
Philadelphia. 
AS 


Lesson Summary 


ap knows that his end is near, and prepares his final 

messages. le first appeals to Timothy, in terms most 
impressive, charging him as to the matter and the manner of his 
work, and disclosing perils which were approaching the infant 
church, which would induce widespread apestasy and which 
must be met by a vigilant, patient, faithful ministry. Next 
Paul deals with his own affairs. He is ready to be offered as 
a martyr, and the time is at hand. His survey of the past 
brings no regrets. He has fought the good fight, he has com- 
pleted his course, he has adhered to the faith. His outlook 
on the future is full of comfort. The crown awaits him, with 
companionship of his Lord and all saints. Finally he glorifies 
his Lord. Men deserted him in his crucial hour, but the 
Lord stood by him, strengthened him, delivered him. This 
begets new confidence. ‘The Lord will still deliver and save 
unto his heavenly kingdom. To him, therefore, be glery for- 
ever and ever. Amen. 


Added Points 

Consciousness of speaking in the sight of Ged, and of 
Christ the judge, adds enormously to what ane says. 

A true and timely ministry demands momentous acts, all 
of which must be performed, whether the times favor or forbid. 

It is noble so to live that one’s last hours shall bring no 
regrets. It is glorious to add triumphant expectations. 

Dependence on man in time of peril is apt te disappoimt. 
God never disappoimts. He delivers from evil and saves for- 
ever. 

Not to self, nor to man, but to the Lord, be glory forever 
and ever. 





Juvenile Books for the Holidays * 


UUTHORS and publishers of juvenile books have 
attained in this season's productions a wide and 
delightful diversity of subject-matter and mechanical 
make-up. 


There is a commendable and quite evident 
reluctance on the part of substantial concerns to respond 
to the demand for books at prices that really forbid good 
illustration, good paper, and painstaking care in printing 
and binding. Many of the new books are as dainty and 
well made as need be, and no one who appreciates the 
educative influence of artistic design and proper pro- 
portion and correct material will néglect to consider 
these elements in buying books for growing children. 
Within the covers one finds the world of youthful im- 





*Sermon Stories for Boys and Girls. By Rev. Louis Albert Banks, 
D.D. 12mo, illustrated, pp. 218. New York: Funk & Wagnalls Co. $1. 

Child Life in our Missionary Fields; Or, Pen Piemres from Busy 
Workers. Gathered by Daisy mbuth and Kate Harlan. vo, illus- 
trated, pp. 159. Nashville, Tenn.: Barbee and Smith. §r. 

The Boyhood of Famous Authors. By William H. Rideing, author 
of ** Thackeray’s London,” etc. r2mo, pp. 186. New York; Thomas Y. 
Crowell & Co. $1.25. 

The Signal Boys of '75: A Tale of Boston during the Siege. By 
James Otis. 8vo, illustrated, pp. 99. Boston: Estes & Lauriat. 75 
cents. 

Washington’s Young Aids: A Story of the New Jersey Campaign, r776- 
1777. By Everett T. Tomlinson. 8vo, illustrated, pp. 391. Booman: 
W. A. Wilde & Co. $1.50. 

The Century Book of the American Revolution: The St 

rimage of a Part of Young People to the Battlefields of the American 
evolution. By Elbridge S. Hecke. With an Intreduction by Chann- 
cey M. Depew. 4to, illustrated, pp. x, 249. New York: The Century 
Co. $1.50. 

The City of Stories. By Frank M. Bicknell. ‘8vo, iMustrated, pp. 234. 
Boston : Estes & Lauriat. $2.95. 

The Missing Prince. By G. E. Farrow. 8vo, illustrated, pp. rg8. New 
York: Dodd, Mead, & Co. § 5. 

Animal Land: Where there are no People. By Katherine and Sybil 
Corbet. With an Introduction by Andrew Lang. Oblong 16mo, ilius- 
trated, no paging. New York: E. P. Dutton & Co. §r. 

Aaron in the Wildwoods. By Joel Chandler Harris. Sve, Mustrated, 
pp. 270. Boston: Houghton, Mifflin, & Co. g2. 

Ole Mammy’s Torment. By Annie Fellows Johnston. 12mo, illus- 
trated, pp. m8. Boston L. C. Page & Co. 50 cents. 

The Odd One. By the author of “ Probable Sons,” “ Teddy's But- 
ton,” etc. 8vo, illustrated, pp. r42. New Vork: Fleming H. Revell 
Ce. §:. 

A Dear Little Girl, By Amy E. Blanchard. 12mo, pp. r8o. Phila- 
delphia : George W. Jacobs & Co. §:. 

Miss Mouse and Her Boys. By Mrs. Molesworth. 12mo, illustrated, 
pp. 198. New York: The Macmillan Co. §r-.25. 

A Little House in Pimlico. By Marguerite Bouvet. 8vo, illustrated, 
pp. 245. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & Co. §r.50. 

Three Brave Girls. By Jeannette H. Walworth. 16mo, pp.141. New 
York: Thomas Whittaker. 75 cents. 

General Peg Series: General Peg and her Staff; Marching and Camp- 
ing ; General Peg’s Skirmishes ; The End of the Campaign ; Some Other 
Children ; Doings and Happenings. By E. M.and Kate W. Hamilton. 

ye Ugrim 


6 vols. in box. 16mo, pp. 75; 74: ; 6; 66; 6 Bostem: The P' 
Press. §2. 
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terest recognized in sermon and story, in history ang 
biegraphy, and in enalloyed nonsense of the sort that 
quickens even the children of threescore years into 
spontaneous laughter. Serious counsel, fantastic ima. 
gery, tales of adventure on sea and land, stories of early 
struggles for success, and the inimitable nonsense of the 
little child, —all have their place in the likes and needs 
of young readers. Representative books in these varied 
fields are here noted. 

Among the works of serious counsel is Dr. Banks's 
Sermon Stories for Boys and Girls. Each of these choice 
sermons takes up a familiar life-thought, and, by illus. 
trative anecdote and simplicity of diction, removes at 
once from the entrance to the young mind many a con. 
ventional barrier. Dr. Banks is not patronizing, nor 
does he permit himself to show any anxious effort to 
interest. His thought, with its clever word illustration, 
is trusted todo its own work. Here is something to read 
to the children—perhaps not to the very youngest—in 
the quiet hour, with hope of gaining attention to great 
truths. 

Another book of distinctively religious purpose is 
Child Life in Our Mission Fields, and it is for the older 
folk as well as for the younger. The descriptions of 
child-life in the four countries considered—China, Japan, 
Brazil, and Mexico—are vivid and simple, and repro- 
ductions from photographs contribute to the impression 
that the book can make. 

Biographical imcidents from the boyhood days of 
prominent men have a perennial charm for him who is 
still making his boyhood record of longing and struggle. 
Mr. Rideing knows how to write for boys. He has 
revised his book of ten years ago to make it include 
imcidengs from the early life of such men as Robert 
Louis Stevenson and Rudyard Kipling. Autograph 
letters add a certain imterest to the narratives, and the 
skilfully chosen bits of real bey life will find an answer in 
many a boy heart, and may encourage an honest desire 
for high attainment. 

Rapid action, undaunted daring, and the never-failing 
success of the hero, characterize the historical stories of 
that school of writers represented here by-James Otis and 
Dr. Everett T. Tomlinson. One night’s work which a 
band of boys did for the American cause in 1775 in 
Boston town, is the theme of The Signal Boys of '75. 
Details of valor, of treachery, of hair-breadth escape, ot 
bold capture, and of honorable reward, with simple and 
effective pictorial illustrations, make up the brief drama 
of boyish bravery. 

Dr. Tomlinson takes for the historical setting of his 
story the New Jersey campaign of 1776-77. His boy 
heroes are resourceful and devoted, serving Washington 
with ardor and skill. Dry humor, vivid word-picturing, 
and the making of his persomages very real, characterize 
the author's method and manner. 

In his Century Book of the American Revolution Mr. 
Brooks vivifies history by weaving it into the story of a 
trip made by a party of boys and girls with their uncle 
to the historic scenes of the Revolution. The numerous 
fine itlustrations, mostly reproductions ef photographs 
from actual scenes, give the book a value, not only to 
the youthful reader, but to the adults in the family, who, 
mayhap, not caring for the story, will value the book as 
a collection of historical pictures. 

In the realm of fancy and nonsense, books are numer- 
ous. The City of Stories is a collection of fairy talcs, 
some of- which have appeared in St. Nicholas and Har- 
per's Young People (now Round Table). The streets of 
that wonderful city are paved with stories, and the little 
princess, whose hunger for steries is so hard to satisfy, 
is transported thither, where she can have stories to her 
heart's content. And what pleased the make-believe 
princess will doubtless give delight to many a real little 
girl—and boy too. 

A dream story comes from G. E. Farrow, the author 
of The Wallypug of Why (Dodd, Mead, & Co.), cleverly 
illustrated, with full-page drawings by Harry Furniss, 
and vignettes by Mr. Furniss’s daughter Dorothy. The 
Boy dreams of many a weird, amusing situation. Fancy 
runs riot, odd names are invented, and fun is on the 
throne. But it is all a dream, full of oddity and non- 
sense of the grotesque sort, and the Boy awakes to 
wonder what it all can mean. 

For downright absurdity and unadulterated nonsense, 
Katherine and Sybil Corbet’s book, Animal Land, can 
hardly be outdone. It consists of outline drawings of 
imaginary animals, and under the picture of each ani- 
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chiefly in the absurd incongruity of char- | 
acteristics ascribed to the animal. This | 
,ind of humor can hardly be appreciated 
by a youeg child, and, while the Preface 
the book states that the pictures are | 
grawn from the descriptions made by al 
child of four years, the book is in reality | 
better as a piece of fun for. grown folks | 
than for children. The Introduction is by 
Andrew Lang, and will be better appreci- 
ated if read after the book has been exam- 
ined. 

Almost within the realm of fancy is 
Aaron in the Wildwoods, and yet not thus 
jimited. Mr. Harris’s exceptional skill in | 
adjusting his fanciful conceptions to ac- 
tual human relations is never wanting. 
Superstition and matter-of-fact go hand 
in hand. Aaron the Arab, fugitive slave, 
and friend of animals, is real man, and | 
yet a mystery to all but the trustful, be- 
loved cripple, Littke Crotchett. Quaint | 
sayings, touches of nature, and a sustained | 
undertone of the uncanny, with fun and | 
frolic, heroism, and faithful devotion, —all 
teli the weird, sweet story of the Arab and | 
the kindly planter’s littleson, It is a story 
that will linger in the memory as one) 
of the very choicest in sentiment and 


meaning. 

Stories of family life, of influences good 
and bad, also abound. They have a cer- 
tain similarity of design, in that the chief 
figure in the story is usually a boy or girl 
who tries to be of service to others. Ole 
Mammy’s Torment is a mischievous little | 
negro boy, who outgrows his wildest | 
pranks, and gains aspurpose in hfe threugh 


the gentle influence of’a young minister 





of his own race. The story is vivacious 
nor does the ‘‘tor- 
ment'’ became unnaturally docile, even 
though his new purpgse is genuine and | 
pervading. 
The author of Probable Sons (Fleming 
H. Revell Co.), in The Odd One, beauti- 


fully shows how a tactful and unappre- | 


and picturesque ; 


ciated little girl quite unconsciously won | 
others to a nobler way of life. Children | 
of almost any age will enjoy Betty’ s doings | 
and sayings, and particularly her devo- | 
tedness to her petdog. Marginal illustra- | 
tions embellish the letter-press of this | 
Sweet story. 








Advertising Rate 


80 cents per line, with discount of 10 per cent 
on an advance order of 1,000 or more lines to be 
used within a year, or for a space of not less than 





one inch each issue for a year. Positions may be 
contracted for, subject ta earlier contracts with 
other wpe ay tg! oe oe such positions do not 
conflict with the Publishers’ idea of the general 
make-up of the advertising pages. Positions are 
never guaranteed to any advertisement of less 
than three inches Space. An advertiser contract- 
mg for $1,000 worth of space, to be used within 
one year, may have, when practicable, a selected | 
position, without extra cost,except when the adver- 
Gser contracts for a position on the last page. For | 
all advertising conditioned on an appearance upon 
the last page,an advance of 20 per cent in addition | 
t the regular rate wilt be charged. For inside- 
Pige positions, on orders of less than $1,000, an 
advance of 20 per cent in addition to the regular 
sar will be charged. All advertisements are | 
4 ect to approval as to character, wording, and 
‘play. Advertisers are free to examine the | 
“scription list at any time. For Terms of Sub- | 
‘ription, ste page 802. 


For indigestion, use Horsford’s Acid Phos- 
Piate. Dr, Gregory Doyle, Syracuse, N. Y 
‘ T have frequently prescribed it in cases 
indigestion and nervous prostration, and find 


the result so satisfactory that I shall continue 
»” 


*? 


Says : 


of 


A Singers and artists generally are users of 
Brown’s Bronchial Troches ”’ for hoarseness | 
and throat troubles, They afford instant relief. 


|and crabbed uncle. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


Amy E. Blanchard, is the story of a child 
naturally unselfish, who remained so amid 
the trying surroundings of a boarding- 


mal a brief description. The humor lies| A new book, A Dear Little Girl, by ' 


school life. The story is simple, straight- | 


forward, and wholesome. The book is 
healthful without being goody-goody, and 
it is interesting-without being unduly excit- 
ing. 

Still another little girl, in Miss Mouse 


_and Her Boys, helps to calm the boister- 
_ ous roughness of a family of boys, for the 


most part thoughtless, She was not in the 
least priggish, but brave and patient and 
sweet-tempered. 

In A Little House in Pimlico it is a 
small boy who brings new light, in spite 
of obstacles, into the life of his wealthy 
It is hardly a story 


|for the younger children, for words and 


incidents are used which they would not 
understand. The story is entirely English 
in its setting. 

Three Brave Girls is a narrative of 
sudden poverty, earnest thinki 








doing, with a mystery concerning an old 
family desk. Huw the three girls support 


themselves and their mother, 


| 


| 


and how | 


the desk mystery is finally solved, make a | 


spirited story for the older children. 

A series of neat little books comes from 
The Pilgrim Press of Boston and Chicago. 
Their authors, E. M. and Kate W. Ham- 
ilton, have made them charmingly natural 
in the conversations and incidents of child- 
hood. General Peg and her little friends 
are typical children, whose duties and plays 
and ways are anything but prosy. One 
seldom finds the talk of children so faith- 
fully reproduced. And the little books 
are of the sort that the younger children 
like to live with, talk over, and remember. 
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793 
tractions. The Rev. S. F. Hotchkin now 
adds a new and handsomely illustrated 
volume to his former works, whose inter- 
ests hover in the Philadelphia environs. 
Quaint old Quaker meeting-houses, his- 
toric churches, long-known residences, 
and modern homes of the well-to-do class, 
are finely reproduced in half-tone. The 
text is briefly descriptive, biographical, 
and historical. 
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My Father as 1 Recall Him. By Mamie Dick- 
ens. (12mo, illustrated, pp. 128. New York; 
EE. P. Dutton & Co. $1.25.) 


Miss Dickens gives us six pleasantly 
written- chapters about her father, Charles 
Dickens, chiefly in those aspects of 
him which are vouchsafed only toa mem- 
ber of the family. She quotes Forster, 


Rural Pennsylvania in the Vicinity of Philadel- | but depends mainly on her memory 
phia. By Rev. S. F. Hotchkin. M. A. se : 
(8vo, illustrated, pp. 432. Philadelphia : of the man whom she held in her heart 
George W. Jacobs & Co. $5.00.) of hearts ‘‘as a man apart from all other 


The country twenty-five miles around 


| Philadelphia is rich im historic interest, as 











OFFER LIMITED 


TO DECEMBER 25 


SEPARATE PRICE 


Life of Christ (2 vols.) $2.00 
Bible Commentary 3.00 
1.50 
1.50 


Bible Dictionary 
Life of Saint Paul 


Sent to separate addresses if desired, by 


mail, or express, all charges prepaid. 


Combination Offer 
Greatcst ever Known 


Previously sold for $21.00, and now 
offered until December 25, AT ONE- 


THIRD PRICE. 
These five great 


following. 


We shall include in this sale all the full sets 
and all the odd copies, and give you the chance 
to get them before the holidays. Wifi hold 
them for you, and deliver them when 


and wherever you say. 


MAKE A CHRISTMAS GIFT TO YOUR PASTOR OR FRIEND 


standard religious 
books will be sent at once, by mail or 
express, prepaid, on receipt of $7.00, 
or on receipt of $2.50 and promise to 
pay $1.00 a month for five months 


SOOSSO OOOO 


CHRISTMAS GIFTS 


Standard Religious Books 
Combination Offer 
Or Sold Separately 
At One-Third Regular Prices 





9% xed Se iinches 


$2.00 


? es 
11 sax Wieches 


ng and | well as in natural and architectural at- | read through in a winter evening. 


10r4 pa 
oh X65 Xai4 inches 


men, as one apart from all other beings.'’ 
The book is neatly printed, and can be 





7024 
9% X6% X2% inches 


$1.50 $1.50 





This wonderful offer is limited, and we cannot guarantee to deliver these books at this ay a price beyond the capacity 
of our present stock. To make SURE of this great religious library, you will therefore need to ORDE 

We have sold hundreds of books this way, and have received raany thankful and commendatory letters, and not one complaint. 
If the stock runs out, we will return your money. Also return it if the books are not exactly as we represent them, (See our guarantee below. ) 


Edersheim’s Life and Times of 


this offer. 


Jesus the Messiah 


The Authorized American 


somely bound in silk cloth. 


The Sunday School Times recommends it: “It is positively re- 

to read a life of the Saviour which is critical in the best and truest 
the word, and is biblical at the same time. 
not for the learned alone, but rather for the general intelligent Christian 
It deserves a place of honor in every library of standard theo- 


freshin 
sensc 0 


reader. 
logical works. 


The Life and Epistles of 


Saint Paul 


By the Rev. W. 
3.5. Howson, D.D: 


Edition. By Alfred Edersheim, 
M.A., Oxon., D.D., Ph.D., Lecturer Oxford University. 


Two volumes, regular price, $6.00. Royal 8vo, 1524 pages, hand- 


J. Sonybeare, M.A., of Cambridge; and 
, of Liverpool. 


ev. A. B. 


The book is_ written scope and cost, a 


Edited b 
Univers 


Jamieson, Fausset, and 
Brown’s Bible Commentary 


y Robert Jamieson, D.D., St. Paul's, Glasgo 


au , 
David Brown, D.D., 
A complete commentary —critical, explanatory, and practical 
—on the Old and New Testaments. 
The Sunday School Times : “1 do not know of its equal, within its 
I believe it will have, as it merits, a very wide cir- 
culation, and will do great g - 
Rev. John H. Vincent, Bishop M. E. Church : ‘‘ This immense book 
deserves a place on the table of every Bible student , 
commentaries carefully collected by three eminent scholars. 


Smith’s Dictionary of the Bible 


William 
y of Londo 


OW. Don't hesitate to accept 


w 
A.M,, St. Cuthbert’s, ork, and 
Professor of Theology, Aberdeen. 


It is the cream of the 


Smith, LL.D., Classical Examiner of 
nm. 













































Contains ror, large octavo pages, many fine illustrations, maps, charts, etc., 
is printed on the same qua ity of paper and is the same in size as Smith's 
Dictionary of the Bible, and bound im uniform style. It is not an abridge- 
ment, but an exact reprint of the greatly improved ‘‘ People’s Edition. 


saving to you all middle profit and selling cost by appea 


e guarantee you satisfaction. hese five books are ex< 





How to get the five books all 
sent at once, or later, to 
one or separate addresses 











“ontains 1024 large octavo pages printed on excellent paper, finely 
illustrated, and handsomely and strongly bound im cloth. 
sable 
and bible readers generally. 


THIS GRAND OFFER OF FIVE GREAT BIBLE-STUDY BOOKS AT ONE-THIRD PRICE 


Is made for a limited time to every reader of The Sunday School Times to introduce them before the holidays by so low a price that all can pay it. 
Lng directly to you, and giving you the books at a slight advance on their first cost. 

ellently made in every respect, and are handsomely and strongly bound in cloth 

receiving them, you are not satisfied, you can return the books within ten days to us, and we will cheerfully refund 


the grandest chances to get for a little investment five of the greatest books ever published for the beipful instruction of Bible readers. 


Send the separate prices as above if for separate addresses, or if to one address send $7.00 at once, or 
send $2.50 at once, and state in ; 
the extra fifty cents pays us , J the extra work on this plan a 

money to us by mail im the way safest and most convenient for 

ve great books, weighing about twenty pounds, by MAIL, POSTPAID, or by EXPRESS, PAID, 
securely wrapped in corrugated paper, to any PART of the UNI 


S@ As to our reliability, we refer to any commercial agency. 


S. S. SCRANTON & CO., Publishers, HARTFORD, CONN. 


ur letter that you agree to 


An indispen- 
aid to ministers, teachers, families, Sunday-school superintendents, 


We are 


If, after 


our money. This is one of 


pay $1.00 a month for five months following— 
Write pames and addresses plainly, and scnd 
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Rev. Dr. Miller's Books 


Personal Friendships of Jesus 
Cloth, gilt top, $1.00; 
Fourth Thousand.) 


New volume this season. 
white back, gilt top, $1.00. 


Things to Live For 


16ino, cloth, gilt top, $1.00; 

gg white and gold, $1.25 

yle, $2.50. (Fifth Thousand.) 
The Story of a Busy Life 


white back, gilt top, 


white back, gilt top, 


16mo, cloth, gilt top, $1.00; 
$:.0. (Third Thousand.) 


The Hidden Life 
16mo, cloth, gilt top, 75 cts. ; 
cts. (Fifth Thousand.) 


Dr. Miller’s Year Book 


Selections from his writings for every day in the 
year, and appropriate Scripture texts and poetical 
quotations. 16mo, cloth, gilt top, $1.00 ; white bind- 
ing, gilt top, $1.25; hand “painted, gilt edge, $1.25; 
levant morocco, exible, gilt edge, 2.50. (Seventh 
Thousand.) 


The Building of Character 


1r6mo, cloth, gilt top, $1.00; white back, gilt top, 
1,00; white and gold, $1.25; levant morocco, flexi- 


le, $2.50. (Nint Thousand.) 
Glimpses Through Life’s Windows 


Selections from his writings. With portrait. 18mo, 
cloth, ornamental binding, scts.; white back and 
fancy paper sides, 75 cts. hand painted, gilt edges, 
(Sixteenth Thousand.) 


Making the Most of Life 


16mo, cloth, gilt top, $1.00; white back, gilt top, 
1.00; white and geld, $1.25; levant morocco, flexi- 
le, $2,450. (Seventeenth Thousand.) 


Silent Times 


Cloth, gilt top, $1.00; 


white back, gilt top, 75 


$1.00. 


white back, gilt top, $1.00; 
white and gold, $1.25; levant morocco, flexible, 
$2.9. (Fourteenth Thousand.) 


The Every Day of Life 


16mo, cloth, gilt top, $1.00; white back, gilt top, 
1.00; white and gold, $1.25; levant morocco, flexi- 


le, $2.50. (Twelfth Thousand.) 
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THOMAS Y. CROWELL & CO. 


NEW YORK AND BOSTON 


Send for catalog. 


Mrs. B., of Evanston, 
Illinois, writes: ‘‘ Thank 
ou for check. This work 
as made our Church 
Building Fund steadily 
increase.”’ 


Mrs. M., of Chicago, 
says: ‘‘ Accept thanks for 
check for $250—for prize 
offer.’’ 


Our agents are making more 
money than ever. We pay a 
good commission for every sub- 
scriber secured, and then give 
extra prizes (as high as a thou- 
sand dollars for the largest club). 
Send for terms. 


The Curtis Publishing Company 
Philadelphia 


THE LADIES’ HOME JOURNAL 








BOOKS For xyes PEOPLE 


The Boy lers of 1 
ioe Se cers of siz: 


Tecumseh s B Vanes Seaves. 


AN same BOvyOOD . By Rev. Louis Atsert 
Banks. Cloth. lustrated. $1.25. 


ON PLYMOUTH ROCK. By Col. Samuvet Apams 


Everett T. 
Per volume, 


Draxe. Illustrated. 60 cents. 
AT Tii@ PRONT. By Otrver Optic. Bhie and gray 
cloth. Gold dies. “illustrated. Price, $r. 50. 


Utne PRUDY'S CHILDREN. By Sornie May. 


volumes. Illustrated. hell, volume, 75 cents. | 
FO ney PRUDY STORIES. Sorpnie May. Six 
volumes. Illustrated er a ume, 75 cents. 
DOTTY DIMPLE SERIES. By Sorpnte May. Six 
volumes. Illustrated er vo ume, 75 cents. 


IES. By Sorniz 


er volume, 75 cts. 


By Sornte May. 


Illustrated. Per volume, 75 cents. 


LITTLE UDY’SFLYAWAY 
Ma fe /AWAY.SER 


ay. Six volumes. 1 


PLAXIE FRIZZLE STORIES. 


Six yolumes. 


Our Mlustrated Juvenile Catalog Mailed Free | Sota gold pen, hard rubber engraved holder, simple 


LEE & SHEPARD, BOSTON 


BY RUDYARD KIPLINC. 
Illustrated by Oliver Herford. 


The First one is in 


THE DECEMBER 


66 ST. 


N ICHOLAS. ie 


THE BEAUTIFUL CHRISTMAS NUMBER. 


+ 
is the beginning of a new series of stories about animals 
— fantastic stories— which Mr. Kipling has written for 
“St. Nicholas” to follow his “Jungle Stories” which first ap- 
peared in the same magazine. 
A serial story by J. T. Trowbridge begins in this 
number,— one of the most beautiful issues of a 
young folks’ magazine ever made. There is nothing 
like it in the world of children’s literature. 25 cents. 
A year’s subscription to “St. Nicholas” costs $3.00. Can you 
think of a more helpful influence in your home? 


THE CENTURY CO., 


The Westminster 
Lesson Helps 


Edited by Rev. J. R. Miller, D.D. 


Practical Religion,’' ‘‘ Week Day Religion,"’ 
‘* Personal Friendships of Jésus,"’ etc. 


Author of “ ‘In His Steps,”’ 


Westminster Teacher, single subscription, 60c. ; school subscription, 
50c. a year. 

The Westminster Question Book, yearly, 12c. ; by mail, 15c. 

Westminster Senior Quarterly, single subscription, 20. ; 
subscription, 12c. a year. 

Westminster Intermediate Quarterly, single subscription, 2o0c. ; 
school subscription, 2c. a year. 

Westminster Junior Quarterly, single subscription, 20c. ; 
subscription, 12c. a year. 

Westminster Lesson Leaf, single subscription, 
scription, §c. a year. 

Westminster Junior Lessons, single subscription, toc. ; school sub- 
scription, §c. a year. 

Westminster Lesson Card, single subscription, 20c. ; 
scription, 12c. a year. 

Westminster German Leaf, single subscription, toc. ; 
scription, §¢. a year. 


school 


school 


10c.; school sub- 


school sub- 
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school sub- 
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The aggregate circulation of these Lesson Helps is more than 1,200,000 
copies ; that is, one each for one million two hundred thousand scholars and 
teachers. The number of scholars, officers, and teachers in Presbyterian schools, 


including the Home Department, is 1,087,106. 

The. widely recegnized excellence of these periodicals, and the very popular 
character of Dr. Miller’s suggestive and spiritual comments, have given the West- 
minster Series a large circulation beyond the bounds of our own denomination. 

It may be worth your while to examine them. We shall be pleased to send 
you specimen copies for your entire school, if you will give us your name and 
address, and the quantity required. 


JOHN H. SCRIBNER, Business Supt., Presbyterian Board of 
Publication and Sabbath-School Work, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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~ and quoting prices away down. 
prices by dealing with 


T& Pilgrim Press Bookshops 
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LINCOLN FOUNTAIN PEN 


Send for our new illustrated 
bulletin mentioning all the 
late books from all publish- 
Distant buyers get the advantage of lowest city 


Congregational House, Boston 
175 Wabash Avenue, Chicage 


ee are ready, never blots, no 


pen made,—a regular 
To atroduce, mailed complete, boxed, with ae for $1.00. t our ~*~ A youwantit. Agents wanted. 
LINCOLN K. 


FOUNTAIN PEN CO., Room 51, 108. FULTON STREET,.NEW YOR 





International Lesson Com, 
mittee’s New Scheme 


By A. F. Schauffler, DD.. 


HINKING that the readers of The 
Sunday School Times may be inte. 
ested in what the new Lesson Committee 
has decided upon for the lessons of 1900 
to 1905 inclusive, I send these lines. 
The committee met in Washington, 
D. C., November to and 11, and sat 
eight hours on each of those days, Fa 
the first time in the history of the Inte. 
national Lesson Committee, all of the 
members were present. This is all the 
more remarkable when you remembe 
that these gentlemen are scattered frog 
Denver to Boston and from Montreal » 
Memphis. A plan had already been pre. 
sented to the committee outlining the sx 
years’ course ; this was presented at oy 
meeting last March. Individual mem. 
bers of the committee had carefully con. 
sidered the plan, and conferred wit 
others as to its general outlines. Ite 
quired but little discussion of the play 
therefore, to adopt it as a whole. 
The predominating characteristic of the 


| new plan is that it deals with both the 0M 


| very popular. 


and New Testaments diographically. The 
committee recognized that biographicd 
study has, in these last years, become 
Great men are really th 

of the movements ia 


which they take part. 


best exponents 
Acting on this 
the committee proposes to begin the year 
1g00 with the biography of Christ, devot. 
ing the whole of that year and the fint 
six months of 1go1 to the chronologicd 
study of ‘the Saviour’s life. Then the 
Here, too, the same predominating em- 
phasis will be placed on the. biographies 
of great men of the Old Testament times 
The heroes will pass across the stage of 
Sunday-school study, and attention wil 
be concentrated on them as connected 
with their times. After the harmony od 
our Saviour’ s life is completed, the studies 
will alternate between Old and New Te 
tament themes. 

In the study of the Apostolic Church 
the same emphasis will be given to biog- 
raphy as in the Old Testament. In all 
it is proposed to devote two and a lialf 
years to the Old Testament study, anf 


themes. 

It is possible that this plan may & 
slightly changed to suit our Englist 
friends, should they desire any sud 





change, but the general outline will & 
|doubtedly remain as above indicated 
| The.Committee feels confident that this 
change will be welcomed by the mult 
tudes of teachers the world over, 
‘it will bring into prominence, in a bette 
way than has yet ever been done, tit 


religious history of the world througt 
their lives, their deeds, and their words 


New York City. 
ro? 


Recent Research 
Archeological 


The work of scientific 
Research ploration is being res 
| ia the East = in the different portions @ 
Western Asia. The Austrian expeditia® 
at Ephesus, which yielded such extras 
_dinary results during its last campaige 


Notes on 





studies will pass to the Old Testament’ 


| three and a half years to New Testamett 


and thal’ 


mighty men of old who have shaped tht) 
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has opened fresh trenches for the com- 
plete excavation of the Agora. The Ger- 
mans have sent Dr. Wiegand of Berlin to 
continue the work at Priene. Monsieur 
de Morgan, the French director of the 
Egyptian Museum at Gizeh, has started 
for Persia, in order to select a promising 
min for a French expedition. If, as may 
well be expected, a systematic work of 
exploration and excavation is once under- 
taken in the mounds of ancient Elam, the 
hereditary enemy of ancient Babylonia, 
there is reason to expect very startling re- 
sults. For we know, from the early 
Babylonian cuneiform inscriptions of Nip- 
pur and Tello that there existed a com- 
paratively high civilization in Elam as early 
as the fourth pre-Christian millennium. 
Professor H. V. Hilprecht, of the editorial 
staff of The Sunday School Times, who 
represents the American expedition of the 
University of Pennsylvania, at present in 
Constantinople, has applied for a new 
frman for the resuming of the epoch- 
marking excavations at the temple of Bél 
in Nippur. As soon as the request is 
granted, the great Philadelphia expedition 
will be reorganized and sent out for an- 
other term of three years. Meanwhile 
Professor Hilprecht continues his work of 
writing the catalog for the Babylonian 
section of the Imperial Museum entrusted 
t6 him by the Ottoman government, and 
examines the contents of more than one 
hundred and sixty boxes of Babylonian an- 
tiquities, which form the result of John 
Henry Haynes's latest campaign. 


aA. 


Light from Cunei- Professor H. V. Hilprecht 

form Tablets writes to the ditor, from 
Constantinople, that he has found on two 
cuneiform tablets, dated in the reign of 
Artaxerxes I (464-424 B. C.), tne name of 
“the river Kebar in the land of the Chal- 
deans,’’ by which Ezekiel, whi.2 among 
the captives of his people at Tel-abib, 
saw the visions of the cherubims (Ezek. 1 : 
4353: 15). 





15; lo: Hitherto Assyri- 


ologists had searched for this river in vain | 


in cuneiform literature. «* Tue river 


Kebar,’’ Professor Hilprecht writes, ‘is | 


not the Chadiir, but a large navigable 
canal (Kaédarv), not far from Nippur"’ 
(where the expedition of the University of 
Pennsylvania has been excavating during 
the last ten years). The extraordinarily 
large number of Jewish names which 
Professor Hilprecht identified on many 
of the cuneiform tablets of the time of 
Artaxerxes and Darius, in addition to 
other reasons, are proof that Nebuchad- 
rezzar settled a considerable number of 
the Jewish exiles carried away by him 
after the destruction of Jerusalem, in 
Nippur and its neighborhood. Among 
the Jewish names mentioned on these 
Cuneiform tablets are Benjamin (A/inia- 
min), Gedaliah (Gadalkéma), \gdaliah 
(Igdaliama) Menahem (AM/inakhk-himmu), 
Nohah (NékAa), Nathanael (Natan-ili), 
Shimeon (Shamakhiinu), Samson (.Sham- 


shanu), Zimmah (Zimmd), and scores of 
others, 





JUST PUBLISHED 


Fabius the Roman 


— HOW THE CHURCH BECAME MILITANT 
¥ Re, 


doen, Dt. E. FitcH BURR. amo, cloth 
©corated, gilt top, $x 50. 
bow, Sitting story of the Roman Empire tells vividly 


Christians under Fabius’ leadership esca 
ePPression and cruelty of Maxentius, and obtained 


ol love seligious liberty under Constantine. A thread 


ME action of ¢ 


d the 


he story. 


At all Bookstores, or sent, postpaid, on receipt of the 


THE BAKER & TAYLOR CO., Publishers, 
5&7 East Sixteenth Street, New York 


| 


venture runs through the quick and excit- | 
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Beginning of New Volume 





ARPER’S 


MAGAZINE 


FOR DECEMBER 
Beautifully illustrated. Eight pages in color. 


The Wooing of Malkatoon 


A Narrative Poem by 
LEW. WALLACE 


An 
Act of Charity 
By 
Charles 
Dudley Warner 


William Curtis 
at Concord 


By 
George Willis Cooke 


The Queen’s Jubilee 
The most picturesque feature of English life during the present century. 
By RICHARD HARDING DAVIS 
Superbly illustrated by R. CATON WOODVILLE. 


A BIRD’S EGG. By ERNEST INGERSOLL. 


Iilustrated by facsimiles in color of the eggs of eighty-seven American birds, 
35 cents a copy. $4 00 a year. 


| 


| 











405 gems of the language in and, best authors, 
5 Spins of the language in prose aoe 1 CUYLER, DD. 
A Beautiful Home Book. 


Birthday, Holiday, Anniversary, 


460 quarto pages. 


Morocco in box, $5. 
Places and Things, with Key 


Religious Emblems, Allegories, 
Illustrations, 606 pages, $2. 


Chousht 


15 Patriotic 


Club Rates 
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Oxford Maps 
| By Prof. H. S. Osborn, LL:D. 
| _ For Bible classes and Sabbath-schools. The Map of 
Palestine is necessary for the coming course of lessons. 
| This, with our Maps of Egypt and Sinai, Western Asia 
| and St. Paul's travels, will cover all Biblical Geography. 
| These Maps are accepted authority among students. | 
For descriptions and commendations, address | 
Oxford Map Publishers, Oxford, Ohio. } 
Bible Lesson-Picture Roll (2/'ct;) FREE | 
We wish to give this beautiful colored lesson rol! for } Contain ooh tee 
1898 free to the Primary Department of every Sunday- S 45-6 
| school. Write to us now aboutit ; also for Xmas catalog. Beerye sh = ae 


| Leonard Publishing Co.. Albany. New York. | of 2: ccuss. UNIUN PUB. GO., Vers, Pa 


The Business End 
Of a Sunday-school 


1898 Edition, Revised, Enlarged, Mlastrated. 
mired by ters of thousands of Sund 
| Endorsed b j 


tions. Read it, an 
FREE to superintendents or secretaries. 


Theo. H. Hammond 


get some new ideas. 
] 


' 
} 
| a and usefal fact. 
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Unequalled as an embodiment of the ripest thought and utter- | 

| ances of the best and wisest minds upon the “‘ three dearest names to mortals given.” 

. A welcome guest in every home. An “en HOLIDAY BOOKS 
— . or Bridal | ~ 


IMustrated, | 
Cloth, $2.75; Gilt Edge in box, $3.50; Full 


Curiosities of the Bible... | 


$0,000 Pertaining to Scripture, Persons, 


Bible Studies and Readings, Prayer Meeting 
Talks, Concert Exercises, Blackboard Outlines, | 
Object Lessons, Chalk Talks, Seed Thoughts, | 
Maps and | 


FOR THE OCCASION 
and § 
1 


e-|Gondola Days 


ular Holidays, 578 pp., 6 ‘- 
Also 14 Anniversary and Religious 
Occasions, poetry and prose, 546 pp. 1.75 | 


The four books, $8.25 | 
in cloth for $5.00. | 


Either book postpaid on receipt cf price. 
Send for combination offer for any 3 books | hy 
w i | so 


Our 54-page Mlustrated Catalogue FREE. 
Agents Wanted. E. B. TREAT & CO., 241-243 W. 23d St., New York | 


Ad- 


ay-school workers 
Sunday-school journals and state conven- 


Goldsmith Building, Milwaukee, Wisconsin. 


Ready Reference of Important Facts 


d Nearly 
itself. Can be carried in pocket. 
y. Sent by mail on receipt 


‘A Christmas Book 


| Just published! Twenty new copyright editions of the 


| similar compass, of all that is magnificent in t 


| Life of. Mrs. Stowe 


795 


ANDRONIKE < 
THE 4 
Heroine of the Greek Revolution 
By ¢ .ephanos, Theodoros Xenos 
Translated from the original Greek by 
Epwin A. Grosvenor, Professor 
of European History in Amhérst 
College, and author of ‘‘Constanti- * 
nople.’’ 12mo, cloth, $1.50. 





























This book is a romance of love and adventure, with 
its scene laid in (ireece. The reader seems treading 
Greek soil, breathing Greek air, and living among the 
Greeks. Though Andronike, the heroine, Thrasboulos, 
her lover, and renegade Barthakas, are actors in the 
Greek revolution of r821, they might be reckoned charac- 
ters of to-day, That revolution, with its mingled hero- 
ism and shame, does not differ greatly from this last 
war, itself an episode in the ceaseless struggle between 
the Christian and the Mussulman, the Greek and the 
Turk. The story is a succession of instantaneous pho- 
tographs, reveal’:g, with pbotourarie accuracy, phases 
of life in the Baixan peninsula. No ther book in so 
realistic a manner describes the bitth throes of modern 
Greece. No other portrays more vividly the political 
and moral medley and chaos of the East. 


Send to the publishers for a copy, to be sent postpaid 
on receipt of price. 


ROBERTS BROTHERS 
Boston 


Genuine “Oxford” 
Teachers’ Bibles 
“Wiebe ee 









Greegt Glecovystes in Bible 
JUST PUBLISHED 


‘* Oxford ”’ 
Self-Pronouncing Bibles 
on an improved plan a 
PRACTICAL SCHOLARLY SIMPLE 


The best in all respects. New and 
specially prepared copyright helps and illus- 
trations are valuable features of these new 
editions. 

**In no volume on earth is there such a Capieg, in 


¢ pub- 


lisher’s art, and all that is valuable in scholarship. Sus- 


day SX hoot Magasine. 
At prices from $1.25 to $20.00 


For sale by all booksellers. Send for catalog. 
Oxford University Preaa, American Branch 


ot and 93 Fifth Ave., New York. 


HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO.’S 


— 


The Story of Jesus Christ 


An extremely interesting book by ELIZA- 
BETH STUART PHELPS, author of “A 
Singular Life.'’ With 24 fine illustrations. 
2.00, 


A biography of great attractiveness, by 
Mrs. JAMES T. FIELDS. Portrait. $2.00. 


Longfellow’s Evangeline 


With colored illustrations. A very hand- 
some gift. $2.50. 


A charming book on Venice and its attrac- 
tions, by F. HOPKINSON SMITH, author of 
“Tom Grogan.'" With illustrations by 
the author. §1.50. 


Sold by booksellers. Sent, postpaid, by 
| HOUGHTON, MIFFLIN, & CO., Boston. 


| -—— 


WHAT 1S THIS? 














pave Can you tell the shape of the State in 
} aps Of q which you live. As « means of introduc- 
urope ing our Pussie Bap of United 
Pales- will send any person who will tell 
wsef what state this fs the outline, 
& complete map cut in to 65 states 


16c. Each for only 15 cents. As educators for 
TABLET & boys avd girls our maps are superior 
CKET C8 to any apl®, for it terches 

87 Franklin Nt Chicago them size,shape @ position. 





AGENTS WANTED. “ 

Dp SAYS “The Spirit- 
. Filled Life,’’ by Joha 
MacNeil, is the best popu- 
L lar book on the Holy Spirit 
7 he has ever s@en. 15 cents. 
Send $1.00 for 10 Moody colportage books, suitable 

for young people. 125 pages each. Postage paid. 


A. P. FITT, Supt., Box S, 250 La Salle Ave., Chicago. 


SCRIPTURE TEXT CHAINS 


| 3 cents a set, per quarter. Comma it 
Number is, 6 cents a set of ten cards. 


WARD & DRUMMOND, New York City. > 








































































































Pooeoe ER Sta Rp es ay tt 


Young People’s 
ee Weekly «« 


GREAT IMPROVEMENTS. 
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4 
a 
oa 
z 
PrP ¥N homes, during the past year, 
z financial pressure has fnete eoonomy 4 
necessary as 3 luxuries, 
+ Youne Prorize's WEEKLY is consid- 4 
@ ened a nevessity. The stricture of the times 4 
~@ has but proved our strength. The coming 4 
. «i show the Yor ne PEOPLE'S 4 
ee KLY enhanced in beanty and worth, in 4 
> every way that can be devised. ? 
> EACH WEEK WILL HOLD A SURPRISE. 4¢ 
> We do not purpose announeing what these 4 
improvements are to be. Each week will tell. 4 
@ Keep your eyes open. Youna Peor.e’s 
@ WEEKLY belongs to the boys and girls. It 
> ia their interests we study, their pleasure, 
> their profit. 
+ 
+ 
> 
<7 
* 


4 
4 
4 
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SPECIAL WRITERS. > 

Louis Albert Banks, D. D., Pastor 4 

First M. EB. Chureh, Cleveland, Ohio. 4 

J. L, Atkinson, D. D., Kobe, Japan. ? 


Margaret K. Sangster, the best-loved 4 
> writer in the world. ° - 


B. F. Coyle, D. D., Pastor of the First 


4 
z Presbyterian Church of Oakland, Cal. } 
4 


WITH JANUARY BEGINS THE SERIAL, 4 


> THE YOUNC DITCH-RIDER 
A sory of the Plains, by 
Joun H. WuiTson. 





a 

a 

y STORIES OF SPECIAL 
INTEREST. 

7 


On the Ward Farm .. By Jessie WHIGHT 


q HITOCOMB. 
+ The Toad - Stool Professor. . BY.” 3.1%: 
P author of “How John and 1 Brought Up 
> the Boy.” 

y The Miner Boy's Promise. . 2” 70°" 2°* 
» the noted missionary to the Indians. 


FOR THE FIRESIDE. 
Finding how much the WEEKLY is prized 
> in the home-circle, we have taken great 
> pains to procure a delightful study series. 
> This series will be appreciated as much by 
> the older members of the familly as by the 
> younger ones. Among others will be— 


> EMINENT CiTiEs OF THE WoRLD. 
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> At the Golden Gate .. By EveLyn Howarp ¢ 
BROWNE. : 
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E 
> Washington, the Nation's Storehouse .. 
4 By ALICE LORKAINE GRiGGs. 


New York City... By G@. A. WARBURTON. 
Paris... Strasburg .. Munich.. Fp Korta, 


The series will be continued throughott 
the year, and will be beautifully illustrated. 





FAVORITE FEATURES. 
The past shows us that the distinctive 
departments heretofore made such a lead- 
ing feature in YOUNG PEOPLE'S WEEKLY 
have were captured the affections of the 
young people. Special workers for these 
departments are: HEZEKIAH BUTTER- 
WORTH, A . HARBOUR, HELENA H. 

THOMAS, REV. J.O. STAPLES, and others. 


7vTVTTT"TT'T'"*""'"""ryr. 


OUR COLOR NUMBERS 


>» have received the highest praise from com- 
, —— authorities during the t year. 
. y will receive higher praise during the 
ear coming. We are now ding to our 
acilities for color printing, and the color- 
supplements which ogous during 1898, will 
far exceed in worth t 
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e price of the paper. 





UNEQUALLED IN PRICE. 4 
It will be noticed that while the greatest ? 
effort has been made toward providing the 4 
Best Young People’s Paper, the un- 4 
precedentedly low subscription 
price stillremains ...... 5Oc. 
a year to schools, or clubs of three or more. 
Single subscription, 60 cents per year. 
sample copies free. 


Davip C. Cook PUBLISHING Co. 
36 Washington St., CHICAGO. 
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ELBRIDGE S. BROOKS has just issued a NEW 
BOOK to match his lives of Washington and Lincoln: 


A True 
Story of 


U: S. Grant 


tae As readable as a story of adventure, and all true. 
yet it for the Boys and Girls. 


Modern Fairyland) 


By ELCY BURNHAM, 


t.24, is very bright and altogether novel. Look at it 


fi: the little ones. 

Ask for these new Lothrop books at your bookseller’s ; 
His First Charge,-by Faye Huntington, $1.25; The 
Great Istand, by Willis Boyd Allen, 75 cents; Phron- 
sie Pepper. by Mar aret Sidney, $1.50; 7om Pickering 
of 'Scutney, by Sophie Swett, $1.25. 

Send for holiday list and latest catalog. 
LOTHROP PUBLISHING COMPANY, 
92 Pearl St., Boston. 


3 Nelson’s New Series of 
Teachers’ Bibles 


These Teachers’ Bibles contain new Bible helps writ- 
ten by leading scholars in America and Great Britain 


“More than 350 Illustrations 


accompany the text, and allof them are of value to the 
students of the Hible. They are net pictures so much 
as guides and expositors in the Holy Word.” — New 
Jerk Observer 

* Of all the aids for the popular study of the Bible, which 
belong in the genera! class of Teachers’ Bibles, tars ts 
EASILY POREMOST AND nest.’’— 7he /ndependent. 


At prices from $1.50 to $7.00. 


For sate by all booksellers. Send for 
mete illustrated descriptive list 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS, 33 E. 17th St.. N.Y. 
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andards of Excellence 


Select Notes. 


On the International Sunday-School Lessons for 1898. 
By F. N. PELOUBET, D. D., and M. A. PELOUBET. 


The great and constantly increasing popularity of the “Select Notes” 
proves conclusively that they a present, in an attractive and 
convincing form; the salient and teachable points of -the passage studied. 

The “ Select Notes.” are used by the leading teachers the world around, 
and their universal commendation of them, after over a quarter pean 
use, should convince every teacher that they can do better andmore help- 
ful work for their class by using “Select Nutes” in their study of the 
lessons, Cloth, price, $1.25. 


Graded Quarterlies (Peloubet Series.) 


Have won the first place for themselves among Sunday-school periodi- 
cals, because they easily outrank all other Quarterlies. We make them 
for the best, put only the best of everything into them, adopt every best 
idea, and they lead the world because they are the best. Our corps of 
editors, comprising Dr, F. N. Peloubet, D. D., Rev. A. F. Schauffler, D.D, 
Mrs. M. G. Kennedy, and Miss Lucy Wheelock, stand at the head of Sun- 
day-school writers, and their names guarantee their work, If your school 
does not use these helps, would it not be a good plan to look at them? 
Sample copies sent free of charge on application. 


The Dome Department. 


This branch of the Sunday school has grown far beyond the expecta- 
tions of its most sanguine supporters, and now demands literature espe- 
cially adapted to its needs. A year ago we brought out the first Home 
Department Quarterly, and it sprang at once into favor. We have im- 
proved this Quarterly, and heartily commend it to your attention. Our 
Home Department Requisites are prepared by Rev. E. P. St. John, one 
of the pioneers in this especial work, and are unequaled. 

Sample Quarterly and set of requisites mailed for 5 cts. 


New Books. 


We take great pride in the books we are publishing for young people, 
and spare no pains to make them of the highest possible merit in every 
respect. They are written by the best authors, illustrated by the most 
talented artists, and will be found to be of marked benefit in establishing 
those principles that promote the highest types of Christian manhood 
and womanhood. 


Our Illustrated Catalogue (sent free) will, we are sure, prove of interest 
to you. 


Sunday-School Pictures. 


We have prepared a series of sixteen pictures for each quarter. of 
1898. They are reproductions of paintings of famous artists, and views 
from nature. These will be found of the greatest assistance in teaching 
the lesson, and valuable as furnishing reproductions of the most noted 
pictures in the world. 


Printed on rate cards (7 x 9) in beautiful monotone colors, and cost only 
50c. a set in cloth portfolivs ; 35c. a set in heavy manilla portfolios. 


I. A. Gilde & Co., Boston 


*? and Chicago. 
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Webster’s International ° 


In its various attractive bindings it makes 
A Choice Gift 


The 





Best.”’ 


for Curistmas and other occasions. Dictionary 





obtained in an 
of the general public. 


S 6.2.08 2 ek ES 


tue United States Supreme Court, who voices the general sentime 


The International is a thorough revision of the Unabridged, 
the purpose of which has been not display nor the provision of material 
for boastful and showy advertisement, but the due, judicious, scholarly, 
thorough perfccting of a work which in all the stages of its growth has 
ual degree the favor and confidence of scholars and 


“It is The One Great Standard Authority 
.. the perfection of dictionaries;” so writes Hon. D. J. Brewer, Justice of 
mt. 













Containing over 150 
illustrations, a htho- 

graphic plate show- 
irg all the different kinds of 
Fancy Canaries in their natural 
colors, fnll information in re- 
gard to Song & Fancy Canaries 
and how te breed them for profit. 
Hints on their diseases and the 
remedies needed to cure them. 
All about Parrots and how to 
teach them to talk. Instruc- 
t-ons for building and stocking 
an aviary. 

The most comple te book of the 
kiud ever published. Mailed 
to any address on reccipt of Lic. 
bv Tar Brrp Foon Co., 400 North 3rd 
S.reer, Philadelphia, Pa. 


BEFORE ) 
DECIDING } 


What Sunday-School Lessons 


to use in 1898 you should not fail to exam- 
ine the new and exceedingly interesting 
Bible Stady Union (or Ilakeslee) Old Testa- 
ment Outline Biographical Series on the 


Creat Men of Israel 
from Abraham to Nehemiah. 


Children’s Course, in tu ree Grades, for the 
Primary an‘l Intermediate Departments. 
Mwy § Peo~le’s Course, in three Grades, 


—-_-_ -— — 
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for the Main School ' 4 v ur 
Bible Class Course, in one Grade, for t Own 
Adults. 


Alco a Teacher's Melper and a Manual 
affording ample aid ia scudying and teach- 


easy, 
iug the lessons. 


oney 83 
We belicve that no Superintendent can fail 
to be greatly intcrested in these courses of 
Bible Study, end will, therefore, send sam- 
ples of them FREE OF CHARGE. 


| 
Sunday School Regis xcels 
THE BIBLE STUDY PUBLISHING CO , Boston, Mass. | The Simplified Sins" = a 


ENTE SEE 


; four 





16th Street. Washineton, I 


"Specimen paces free. G. & ©. Merriam Co., Publishers, @pringficid, Mass. 





Circulars, or newspaper. 
liar Press. 


i.» Dir profits at 
printing for others. Stamp fora 
catalog, presses, type, to factory. 
KELSEY & CO. Meriden. Conn. 


ears, records in 


one book. Write—The A. B Chatfield Pub. Co., 3300 
Cc. 





“Take a Magnet ” 


[Magdalene Waugner, in The Primary Sabbath. 
School Teacher] 
OME time ago, in one of the largest 
hardware houses in New York, , 
little errand boy was sent to the top shelf for 
an odd size in nails. He was newly hireg 
and very nervous. In his eagerness jy 
obey promptly, the package was dropped, 
and its contents scattered. Poor little 
man! ‘Twas bad enough without the 
clerk's unkind ‘‘ Now you'll have the joh 
of picking them up!’’—and a job he 
found it— but to make his. mortificatiog 
complete, one of the members of the firm 
came upon him thus employed. The 
tall figure paused for an instant beside the 
little stooping one. He did not fail ty 
see the flushed face and quivering lip, nor 
how often the tiny wire nails eluded the 
trembling fingers.. With a cheery, ‘Take 
a magnet, Tommy ; pick'em all up ina 
minute,’’ and a kind pat on the littl 
head, the busy merchant passed on. 

But those words were destined to ds 
more than give momentary help in a little 
trouble. 

As truly as God guides the thistledows 
which is wafted aimlessly about by the 
breath of every wandering breeze, so truly 
does he send these ‘< fruitful seeds '' —ow 
words—to be his messengers. They may 
be but the chance words of a passer-by, a 
remark overheard in a street-car, a sen. 
tence in a sermon, a bit of Scripture, but 
swift is the flight and sure the lodgement 
Over and over again, with teasing per- 
sistency, they say themselves ; deeper 
strike the roots, until they have filled our 
minds to the exclusion of every other 
thought, and we could not rid ourselves 
of them if we would. 

Thus it was with these few words 
‘« Take a magnet, Tommy.'’ A customer 
had entered the store that Monday mom- 
ing with a heavy, discouraged heart. He 
left it filled with new hope and zeal, 
Those words had deen his inspiration 
He was superintendent of a Sunday-school 
in a neighboring town, president of the 


| local superintendents’ association, and a 


leader among them. Everything seemed 
prosperous, but the spiritual life was ap- 
parently dead. For a year he had strug- 
gled with the situations The same few 
teachers attended the weekly meeting for 
lesson-study ; the same well-dressed schol- 
ars came on pleasant Sundays, and stayed 
away on stormy ones ; no additions to the 
church, no one inquiring ‘‘ What must I 
do to be saved ?”' He had done what he 
could by personal effort among the schol- 
ars, and endeavoring to stir up some en- 
thusiasm among the slow-going teachers, 
but his work seemed of no avail. 

How he had pleaded only the week 
before! And never had they appeared 
cold, listless, and unresponsive as _yestet- 


lay. Nothing seemed left but to resig™ 


Earnestly had he prayed for help and 
guidance, and now came the answet, 


‘*Take a magnet, Tommy.’’ Like 4 
flash came the illumination, and the path 
out of the difficulty was made clear. ‘And 
I, if I be lifted up, . . . will draw all men 
unto me.’’ 

With these heaven-sent directions '- 


| corporated in his briefer text, he went 


work, confident now of success. 

An interview with the pastor re ulted in 
a pungent sermon to thie Sunday-s hool 
teachers, the organization of a comm 
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nicants’ class, and a monthly Sunday- 
school prayer-meeting. Slowly but surely 
a change was taking place. 

A number of timid, poorly dressed little 
children among the self-possessed mites 
of the primary class, proved that the in- 
fluence was felt there. In a class of girls 
from which new scholars had been ostra- 
cized in the past, appeared one Sunday 
several strange faces that seemed not un- 
welcome. The very atmosphere of the 
church changed. Gradually the poor 
of the neighborhood began to creep tim- 
idly into the gallery and back pews, and 
in the precious after-meetings many souls 
were born again. 

How did it all come about? ‘* Take a 
magnet, Tommy."’ ‘And I, if I be lifted 
up... Will draw all men unto me.’’ 
That was the secret. The divine magnet 
had touched a life which became charged 
with the potential influence, and thus had 
power to draw others. 

The lesson has come to me, at work 
with my two hundred little ones in a 
crowded district. 

We primary teachers are in danger of 
making too much of all the new and 
varied appEances and contrivances rec- 
ommended to make our work easier and 
more effective. May it not be possible 
that in our use of the blackboard, the 
sand-board with its multitude of objects, 
the so-called kindergarten material, etc., 
the results which we have been honestly 
and earnestly striving for have been lost 
in the effect produced? Indeed, | fear 
that is often the case, and because I have 


tried these things with apparent success, | 
and still have been caused to weep hot tears 


out of the depths of my discouragement, I 
am resolved to endeavor to wean my chil- 
dren from this bewildering complexity to a 
simple and yet attractive setting forth of the 
lesson, believing the truth of the text that, - 
if Christ be lifted up, he will draw all 


men—ay, even little children—unto him. | 


IN THE FRONT RANK. 


‘DAVID 6. COOK'S 


INTERFATIONA Geniee OF 


GRADED LESSON HELPS. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


ON 30 DAYS’ TRIAL! 


E ASSERT tively and without reserve that Tue American Epucartor is by far the best edi 

cally useful geneva cltvenee work ever published in any country or in any language. itis : 

particular, We ouppert pp by making i 
of six volumes, without veges payrren a single cent ; we wil! gi 

others, at the end of that time you can return the books if not entirely satisfactory and ps ae a 

price (about one-third regular rate), and settle the bill by easy monthly payments. WE MEAN JUST 


u you examine each volume and see for yourself that every statement we make is a utely true. 
value and on easy 


other reference wo: 


SIX LARGE 
QUARTO 
VOLS. 


it ts absot 


in this instance, because the 






is an extraordinary 
finished in October, 1897. It is 
Its editors, numbering 
several departments. 4 
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through lack of fairness and liberality on our . Furthermore, this prepeeition is really an 
of ccte of THE AMERICAN Enucaron are eatly to the hands of wide-awake buyers. Every AO 
mendations from purchasers who are apparently overwhelmed witb the 
le generally learn what a Our 
of this mecomparable new reference library in the homes of worth 
ambitious man, woman, and child actually needs. 


that ever 
absolutely certain. 


tness and beauty of the work. 


prize we are off > esent rem tion aims to spread this 


our benefit comes now, 


WHAT YOU MUST DO $20 2s yous en ee 


, etc., and state which 


you're 
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SIX IMMENSE 
QUARTO VOLUMES 
Nearly 4,000 Pages 


65,000 ENCYCLOPEDIC ARTICLES 
15,000 BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCHES 
75,000 GEOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES 
10,000 COLUMNS OF MEATY MATTER 
4,000 ORIGINAL ILLUSTRATIONS 
500 DESIGNS IN BRILLIANT COLORS 
200 SUPERB FULL-PAGE PORTRAITS 
MAGNIFICENT COLORED MAPS 


pay the transportation charges on receipt. 
consummate the purchase by sending us your first payment of $1.00. 
quent payments will be, on the cloth style, $2.00 a month for 
total payment of $13.00 (regular price, $35.00) ; on the 
month for 6 menths, making a total 
The cloth style is handsome and solidly bound, but we al 
any time within the 30 d ying the portation ch 
any time within ys, prepa t trans tion charges. 
tion will not remain @pen longer than December 4 
sooner. _ Onlya portion of the present edition is to be so distributed, and 
. gaily wil secure the introductory sets on these phe 
of sam 


nouncement will net appear again. 


(Dept. 39.) 
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ted, best illustrated, best m: 
ute 


Having done this, the book 


yments ; or you can return them if you so desire, This is a truly wonderful ition— t 
yeas: z° I. ye y ul proposition—one that could not 


gublicatice, pad, strictty new. 


showing disputed boundaries, recent surveys, the 


in its concise and accurate statement of existing fact. ‘1 


are right up to date. 


ke propos 
, where it will be a perpetual and most 


address, occupa- 
w " oe 6 oa & fe styie of binding 
ou prefer. e will prom lorward the entire set warto volumes, you to 
z hore At any time within 30 da 


months, making a 
half-Russia style, $2.50 a 
paymens of $16.00 (regular price, $45.00). 


half-Russia as more durable and worth the difference in present cost. 

for any reason to return the set, you are entirely free to do so at 
This proposi- 
1, and may be withdrawn much 


es mailed free on receipt of 2c. stamp to pay postage. 


SYNDICATE PUBLISHING CO. 
234-236 S. 8th Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Read carefully every word! This is 
the most astonishing and liberal 
educational offer ever made. 


» and most practi- 


ly the eaty one that ben to 


. tae ' in 
you the following plain business proposition, namely : We will send you, on a val, the complete 
of a si ys to fang ad Ge work and compare it all 
or you can keep them at our sp introductor: 
WHAT WE SAY. y 


You are to pay us no money 
3 are yours at one-third 
be wisely made on any 


American Educator 


Tt was begun in 1896, and 
and newsy from cover te cover. The 


contributions, illustrations, colored p.ates, maps, etc., cost over $250,000 in cash. 

more than 200, are world-acknowledged authorities in their 
t treats hundreds of new and very pervant subjects that 
s do not even mention—things that happened lately. As an En- 


A 
il ostrations number over 


S t exactly meets the wants of busy people who are imed to keep 
#h up to date. Asa Dictionary, it answers every requirement of business, stud , 
ees an ey. Asa Compendium of Biography it gives brief life-histories of notable 

ae persons of all ages. Asa teer, it isa ull generation later any other in 
JEDUCATI existence. Asan Atlas of the World, it gives an 1897 view of the entire globe, with 


every department it is 


including magnificemt chromatic plates showing some 500 designs in 17 


e portraits of the world’s 
li the maps have been speci 
We ma 


mingly 


t men, each a 
ly engraved since 
= 


Impossible Proposition 


without the least hesitation, knowing that we take no risk. No 
ec ap , olumes after becoming familiar 
utility and unrivalled excellence. We have supreme confidence in our work and in 
ment of our patrons, and are determined that no reader i 


y, 


will willi 
with their won ul 


of this 


One Great Educational Opportunity of a Lifetime 


ex simapt. Though onl 
the day of issue has es 4 
.. This proves that the 


two months old, thousands 
a host of enthusiastic com- 
emand will be unlimited when 
ledge far and wide—to place a few more sets 
effective daily pdvertisement of a work 
prompt; our reward will come later, and it's 


know 





READ THIS! 
No other reference book on earth 
b give you such information as 
this: 


§ you can 
we subse- 


Cuban Affairs, so recent as to 
include the recall of Weyler and 
the appointment of Blanco (Oct. 
1897). Engineering, so com- 
pletely up to date as to chronicle 
the record-breaking voyage of the 


Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse 
the earliest (Sept.-Oct., 1897), with a fine 
nomena! terms, drawing of her engines. Yukon 


This an- River Gold Pields—not a few 
new lines tacked on to an old 
“ Alaska”’ article, but four pages 
of original, new matter, maps, and 
iMustration by a government ex- 
pert.’ Population of 30,000 cities, 
towns, counties, etc., for 1897. 
Why Net Own the Best ? 
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POCKET EDITION OF THE INTER- 
NATIONAL LESSONS FOR 1898 





The David ©. Cook Publishing 
Company announce that important 
features have been added to their Quar- 
terly Lesson Helps. Already acknowl- 
edged by thousands of schools to be 
the Best and Cheapest, they are so 
improved as to place them unquestion- 
ably in the very front rank. 


THE GREAT 


COMPREHENSIVE QUARTERLIES 


FOR OCLOBAR CLASSES. 


The Comprehensive Scholar.— 
Largest aud Best Scholars’ help pub- 
lished. Five full pages on each lesson. 
Sixty-four pages in each issue. Each 
number will contain twenty-foer fine 
original half-tene engravings, 
twelve of them printed in colors; aiso 
& colored frontispiece, a full-page 
map and Opening and Closing Hymns. 

The Comprehensive Teacher. — 
This contains all the matter, Including 
engravings, contained in the Scholars’ 
edition, and in addition eight pages 
specially prepared for the information 
of Teachers. 


«+ THE... 


ILLUSTRATED STUDIES QUARTERLIES 


POR MAIN SCHOOL CLASSES. 


Both Scholars’ and Teachers’ editions 
of the Illustrated Studies Quarterties 
Will be printed on good book paper and 
handsomely illustrated with a large 
uumber of fine half-tone engravings. 
Great care is taken with the editorial 
work, to make the lessous plain, simple 
and connected. 
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sample copies, which will be sent free. 
Remember: “ Best and Cheapest.” 


David G, Coox PuBLisniné Co., 


36 WasHinuton ST.. CHICAGO. 
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‘THIS little book, issued from year to year, has grown so 
. popular that the edition for 1897 was exhausted before 





all orders were filled, and no second edition was printed. 

A thinner and finer paper than has hitherto been used | 
in the book makes the 1898 edition more convenient to carry 
in one’s pocket, and more attractive in appearance, perhaps, 
than any of the previous editions. 

It contains the text of all the lessons in the International 
Series for 1898, with lesson titles and Golden Texts, and with 
fifty-two blank pages for notes. 

It is an ideal present from teacher to class, and from 
superintendent to teacher. 





Bound in cloth, with side stamp in color and gold. 
pages, measuring, with covers, % inch in thickness. 
five or more, 20 cents. 


ist, 242 <4 inches. 224 
Single copy, by mail, 25 cents; 
Bound in fine leather, 50 cents; five or more, go cents each. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO. eA PR 


PHILADELPHIA, PA... . 

















Thompson’s Popular Anthems 


Beautiful and artistic, but not too difficult. 200 pages. The most popular book 
now in use. More sold than all others combined. Price, $1.00, but in order to test 
the merits of The Sunday School Times as an advertising medium, we will fill orders , 
until Jan. 1, at 50 cents cach, or $6.00 per dozen ; postage extra, 12 cents per copy. | 

W. L. THOMPSON & CO., Box 136, East Liverpool, 0. | 
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Colored Pictures for Children 


OTHING attracts children like colvured pictures, 
and one firm has struck a popular chord by issuing 

nine different Sabbath-school papers in color, suitable 
for all ages, and containing matter pure and helpful. 


The prices are very attractive also, You can have a 
sufficiemt number to give every scholar in your school 
one copy by cleply asking The Leonard blishing 
Co., Albany, N. Y., as they want all to sce them. 


Mammoth catalog S. S. supplies also /ree. 


SPECIAL TO SUNDAY-SCHOOL 


TEACHERS AND SUPERINTENDENTS 
TEN BIBLE BOYS is a new and original Bible 
zaine, especially intended for Christmas presents for the 
oys an firs. Nearly every Christian family with 
children will buy it. It retails for 25 cents, but until 
Christmas we will mail sample 


me for 15 cents and 
Special prices by the gress to Sunday- 
Money refunded if not satisfactory. Address 
J. L NICHOLS & CO., Naperville, Ills. 


schools, 


Educational 
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“Do not Stammer 

Officer }. H. Enright’ of the State Reform 
School at Jamesburg, New Jersey, was a stam- 
merer of the most severe type for forty years. 
He was cured in two months at the Philadelphia 
Institute, which is endorsed by Dr. Horatio C. 
Wood and Dr. Harrison Allen of the University 
of Penna.; and Hon. John Wanamaker, ex- 
Postmaster-Gencral United States. 

Can refer to John D, Wattles & Co., publishers 
ot The Sunday School Times. 

Send for 60 page book, “ Do not Stammer.”’ 
(mailed tree) to the Puitapecrnia Institue, 
1033 Spring Garden St.,Phila.,Pa. Edw. 5S. John- 
ston, Prine ipal and Founder. Established 1384. 


LO OLE EL EE EO EL LO FOLD 


PENNINGTON (N. J.) SEMINARY 
Convenient to New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, and 
Washington. Both sexes. s8th year. Healthful. heau- 
tiful. 16 teachers, 12 courses. $o60a year. For bean- 
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tifully illustrated catalog address 


THOMAS HANLON, D.D., President. 
| BOSTON ’ and Train 
posres Stammerers yg Ub arty 
ton. Rich and pour welcome 


AMERICAN 


Fire Insurance Company’. 
Nos. 308 and 310 Walnut Street, Philade!phia. 


In ordering goods, or in making tnguiry con- 
cerning anything advertised in this paper, you 
will oblige the publishers, as well as the adver- 
tiser, by stating that you saw the advertisement 


| 4a The Sunday School Times, 



























































































































































































































































Teachers 


AND e 


Scholars 
Want the Best 


When it is cheapest, 


and the Cheapest 


When it is best. 


Sunday School 

















If your Sunday-school is using 
the International Series of 
Graded Lesson Helps ‘and the 
Weekly Papers issued by the 
DAVIp C. COOK PUBLISHING Co., 
then you may rest assured that 
you have the best and cheapest 
in the world, 


Why Not Have the Best 


When it is also cheapest? 


















If your Sunday-school does not 
use the Dayip C, CooK publica- 
tions, you should write at once 
for sample copies, which will be 
sent free. You will be surprised 
and delighted at the great im- 
provements made during the 
year, A careful and unprejudiced 
comparison of these with all 
other publications will convince 
you of their superiority. 





















You should see the great Comprehensive 
Quarterly, containing five pages of explana 
tory notes on each lesson ((4 pages in all), 
numerous clegant half-tone engravings 
(many printed in colors), and other special 
features found in no other publication. 

You should see the whole line of Graded 
Lesson Helps, which have no equal in the 
world. 

You should see YOUNG PEOPLE'S 
WEEKLY, the largest and best Sunday- 
achool paper published; the WeEKLY 
MAGNET and Dew Drops (41) with beauti- 
ful colored pictures). and « ier papers for 
the little folks. Sample copies free. 






























No man living has done 80 
much to improve and cheapen 
Sunday-school literature as has 
DavVip C. CooK, His publica- 
tions lead, and will continue to 
do so. The ch! \dren prefer them, 
and s0 do teachers, wherever 
used, Write for samples. 


Davip C. Cook PUBLISHING Co. 


36 Washingto.a St., CHICAGO. 














The Wellspring 


For young people. Issued weekly. 
each 164% X11 inches. 
Now in its fifty-fourth year, but so enlarged 


and improved that those who were familiar 


Eight pages, 


with it in childhood will hardly recognize 
it in its present form, It 
the size of The Youth's Companion, hand- 
somely illustrated, has attractive serials 
and short stories, Y. P. S. C. E. Depart- 
ment, etc., and is just such a paper as 
young people enjoy, and from which they 
receive inspiration and help. 7§ cts. a 
year, §0 cts. to Sunday-schools. Three 
months on trial for 10 cts. to any address, 
Special terms to Sunday-schools using it 
for the first time. Why not try it in your 
school, class, or home? December cir- 
culation, 65,000 


The Pilgrim Press 


Boston 
Chicago 
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Christmas Snow Stars | 


A ceocmene little Christmas entertainment for the 
Primary partment. Price, 5 cents, 


CHRISTMAS SELECTIONS FOR 1897. 


A collection of new carols by the best writers. 
preceded by a Responsive Service. Price, 5 cents 

es Send for catal e of Cantatas, Solos. An 
thems, Services, etc., for Christmas. Sent free on 
application, 


THE JOHN CHURCH COMPANY. 
CINCINNATI. NEW YORK. CHICAGO 


FOR ‘CHE ISTMAS CONCERTS 

Even ate pee hem. By Marion West. With 
music. ng Ago ¢. Christmas Time he Ad- 
vent a th for Primary. The Brownies" Visit. 
A Christmas entertainment. Allscentseach. Christ- 
as Recitations. pages: 1s cents. A new motion 

cone. ** Lift U the Cross ross.’" 3 cents. 

Henry 4 & Co., Boston, Mass. 








” We will furnish leaflets containing four 
4 Beautiful Christmas Songs for 


$1.00 per 100, $1.10 by mail, 

or over prepaid. Get somone. 
Christmas Anthems 
Monarch Music Co., 


Orders of soo 
we octavo 
8c. ry them. 
323 pens: St., Chicago, Ill. 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


HRISTMAS GIFT OFFER 





Specially for The Sunday School Times Readers 





BAGSTER 





§ 3 TEACHERS’ BIBLE for 





Sent in a box, carefully packed. 


be rolled up. 


This is the famous genuine ae 
and now, for this Christmas Gift o 


clear and distinct type. 


The book will lie open perfectly flat. 


5 f 


If wanted by mail, add 20 cents for postage, 


Flexible, leather bound, handiest, and best made 





Can be folded right back. Can 


Without injury either to the back or sewing. 


er New Comprehensive Teachers’ Bible, former price, $3.00, 
is reduced to $1.00. 

Will you be one to secure this great chance? 
handiest and best up-to-date Teachers’ Bible, containing all the valuable helps, covering nearly 
2,000 subjects, with concordance on a new and improved plan, dictionary of pro) 
places, with pronunciation and meanings, and with all the maps and 
when opened, 8 11-inches, printed on paper of rich, mellow color, pleasant to the eye, and with 


If so, send your $1.00 at once, and get the 


proper names and 
Size of wens 


erences, 


New features not found in other editions, with 17 full-page illustra- 
tions and 12 new maps, make this the handiest and most 
complete .eachers’ Bible ever offered at the price. 


Don’t hesitate, or you may miss getting one of these wonderful $1.00 Bibles. 





Send your $1.00 now. 
ceived. 


We guarantee satisfaction, and will cheerfully refund your money if you are not satisfied. 
(If by mail, add 20 cents for postage.) Orders filled in order as re- 
lf the limited supply runs out, your money will be returned promptly. 


JAMES POTT & CO., Publishers 


285-287 Fourth Avenue, 
New York City. 

















of 


ABRAHAM: 
JACOB: 





HEZEKIAH ; 2 
JOS 


SIA 
JEREMIAH 
vy KIEL : 


NEHEMIAH: 


lives, acts, and words. 


and shall, therefore, publish them in Three 


“Great Men 


We are pleased to announce that for 1898 we shall 
issue a series of Biographical Sunday-School Lessons on 
the Deeds and Words of Israel’s 
in 52 lessons (including four reviews) as follows :— 


NIEL: The Captive 
ZERUBBABEL: The Leader “of the weer e 


The object of these lessons is to present a connected outline view 
cipal events in the lives of the men whose deeds and influence were most conspic- 
uous for good in the history of the Chosen People ; to notice the times in which 
they lived; to sketch the history of the Israelites as connected with them and their 
work ; and to enforce the more important practical truths suggested by their 


We believe these will prove to be the most po popuies series of Sunday-School Lessons ever issued, 
ourses and Seven Grades, each closely adapted to 
the age and needs of the scholar, and yet all relating to the Great Men of the Old Testament. 


We will gladly send full descriptive circulars and sample lessons free to any one. 


THE BIBLE STUDY PUB. CO., 21 Bromfield St., Boston. 
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Israel.”’ 


reat Men, arranged 


The Priend of God . + Zlessons. 
The Father of the Twelve ‘Tribes, . 
The Slave Boy Become Ruler 
Liberator and Lawgiver 
The Conqueror of Canaan . 
The He Judge e 
The Judge and Prophet : 
The King and Psalmist . . 
The Builder of the Temple . 
The Mighty Prophet of Israel 
Miracte- Worker in israel. 
The Pirst Reformer in Judah 
The Second rmer in Judah, 
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The Last Reformer in Judah . 
The Prophet ae Im we eae, 


The Ca 
vive bosses Ruler . 


The Faithful Scribe e 
The Bullder of the Wall. - 


of the prin- 





“Send 5 cents i in stamps for sample ‘copy ; of Our New! ] 
Christmas le Ni 


** Holy 


Libretto b i, N 
Lathbury Putman. 

ister. “ Holy —_ 
an ev ye nicel 


the 


t”” ceiictengs Star 
pen Music ty Mrs tn wucy 


copy Js ree to any Organist or Chor- 
is in the form of a play. It will fill 
, and as all ages, from the men who take 
erds, and the ladies who form the 
dolls, 
* Holy 
Price, 


down to the tiny tots with bi 
that sing a Pretty lullaby song, can take part in it, 
certainly will prove interesting to all. 
f° .0o per hundreds cen cents » Bit copy. "Kad dress, 
nard Pub. Co., Pro ble ouse, Albany, N. Y. 


1897—CHRISTMAS SERVICES—1897 

Message of Christmastide, by Hall end Mack. 

Dawn of Glory, by J; j.1 
King’s Messengers, b Kirkpatrick. 

Three of the most beautiful and Bin. services ever 
wricten. Samples of the three for ro cts. in — = 
$y. hundred. A Trip to Old Charte. cantata for 

ildren ; <2 aga soldiers, farmer boys, Chinese 
maidens, fairies, etc. mple, 25 cts. Other successful 
Xmas services, —Love’s re en and Jesusis Here. Both 
sent for 7 cts. in stamps. For sale by all dealers. 

_ Hat- Macx Co., Pubs,, 1020 Arch St. Philadelphia. 


“ SAVIOUR and KING” 





ure and Carols 








pent he Part 
1. Worship and Praise. 2. Prophecy al Promise. 3. The 
| Fulfillment. 4. The Guiding Star. Postpaid, U. ¢ and 


| Canada, sc. J. H. Kurzen nabe Co., arrisburg, Pa. 





MUSIC FOR CHRISTMAS 


THE KING IMMANUBL.—A .new service of Scrip- 
ture and Song. By the Rev. Rosert Lowry. g§ 
conts; $4 per 100 copies. 

Christmas Annual No. 28.—Seven beautiful carols. 
4 cents: $3 per 100 copies. 

Recitations for Christmas Time, No. 8.—Twenty- 
nine admirable selections for this celebration. 
4 cents. 

We recommend the Christmas Cantata. 

Walting for Santa Claus. By Dr. W. H. Doane. 
One of the best published. 30 cents. 


THE BIGLOW & MAIN CO. 


Lakeside Building, East Ninth Street, 
CHICAGO NEW YORK — 


Think Well Before Taking yyy, 


A wey otner Serrieetoe XMAS As 
tien is more than sustained in ovr ** 

tm the Night,"both new and complete for 1897. 
Singte copy. 50. Fe ~ bag ee Coan St geee. 
Sead 10 conte for cam 


108 wack beea hs Memeo 00, 1. 
ask your dealer for 
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(From Our Neighbors—Continued) 


Bringing Home the Cop. 
vention 


{The Rev. Wilbur F. Crafts, Ph.D., in The 


Gol 
Rule] “~ 


HE only way to make a good report 

of a helpful convention and Carry it 

to those who could not see and fee it 
themselves, is to write down the exag 
orm of important sentences and the ¢, 
act point of happy illustrations, both o 
which often turn on a particular word 
which memory cannot be trusted to repro. 


duce exactly unless memory has at leag | 


been exercised by writing it out. 

The writer owes much to his lifelong 

habit of carrying a note-book everyw here, 
and noting daily in it facts and Statistics 
sayings and illustrations, that have com 
to eye or ear or thought. 

The memory needs to be used as welf 
as the note-book. Parents should requir 
children to report from memory, as a fixed 
habit, the outlines of sermons they hay 
just heard, of lectures, of conversations 
of lessons, so training them to attend care. 
fully with a view to carrying away what 
they hear. Two of the three chief aids 
to memory, attention and exercise, are 
thus enlisted, and the third and greatest 
aid, interest, —that is, sympathy with the 
subject,—ought not to be lacking is 
any’ consecrated Endeavorer listening to 
the wonderful words of life. 

Managers of conventions, whose useful. 
ness largely depends on the suggestions 
being carried home and remembered 
when the froth of enthusiasm has disap. 
peared, should provide for this home. 
bringing by (1) making the conventions 
more largely institutes, with studies and 
drills as well as reports and hurrahs ; (2) 
by suggesting to speakers to make distinct 
‘*points’’ by which both memory and 
note-books can easily keep the trail of 
their thought ; (3) by providing free note- 
books and loaned pencils to make it as 
hard as possible to neglect this part of a 
delegate’s duty to himself and to his 
constituency. Advertisers cf such mate- 
rials as the convention wishes to encourage 
will be more than glad to provide, with- 
out charge, a supply of note-books for 
the privilege of advertising on the cover. 

The syllabus of the University Extension 
lecturer suggests that religious speakers 
should also use such outlines, whenever 
feasible, improved, perhaps, by leaving 
spaces for additional notes during or after 
the address. 

Those who have traveled abroad and 
depended on memory, know to their sor- 
row how inadequate are their negatives 
of scenes that thrilled them. On the other 
hand, those who held themselves to the 
sometimes trying task of putting each 
day’s experiences and scenes in a note- 
book, or in a letter to a friend, or in both, 
rejoice that they so ‘‘fixed’’ and ‘‘de- 
veloped"’ their snap-shots before the im- 
pressions had faded. We shall know more 
at the end of the year if we read less and 
write more. In some way we must give 
others what we learh in order to keep it 
for ourselves. We must report to remem- 
ber. ‘‘‘there is that scattereth and yet 
increaseth.”’ 

Convention institutes are to be a great 
element of popular education and moral 
force in the twentieth century, and the 
new generation needs to make special 
preparation for them by developing !ung® 
and memory and shorthand and the at 
of putting things. Those who so develop 
are to be in this age of vast conventions 
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dreamed, the ‘‘ masters of assemblies.’’ 
oro 
Having Definite Ideals 


| 
& 
| 
[D. M. Geeting in The Inland Educator] | 
HE life that lacks ideals lacks point.and | 
purpose, fer a great part of the tone 
and inspiration comes from ideals. We 
needs must have a goal toward which all 
our energies are directed. The main in- 
terest of life will center upon this, and it | 
will concentrate our efforts and organize 
our time and employments. No one is 
utterly without an ideal, and though the 
jdeal be poor, it adds interest to exist- 
ence, stimulates hope, and. increases ex- | 
ertion. It is a great power, a constant | 
force operating upon our conduct and our | 
character. Our characters can never rise 
above our ideals) We may fall short of 
our aims, but we can never exceed them. 
The chief value of our ideals lies in the 
fact that they lie far in advance of our 
present attainments. Their power is in 
their loftiness, and in this they furnish a 
true and worthy standard of life. They 
show us very plainly what we are; how 
meagre our present attainments, and, by 
so doing, prepare us for real progréss in 
living. No healthy progress is possible 
for us until we see and recognize our de- 
fects of deed and thought. 
of high ideal acts like a mirror to reveal | 
us to ourselves. Knowledge of self en- 
ables us to lay the standard of our attain- 
ments alongside of the truer measure. 
When we do this honestly, we see the | 
difference, and we see, also, where it is. | 
Not until then are we.in a position to | 
profit by the ideal. An ideal, to be of | 
great advantage, must be set before the | 
mind céarly. Often it is only a vague | 
dream, like some half-remembered vision | 
of the night. It must be intelligently 
formed, and the will must choose it, and 
determine to folléw it with all the energy 
of life ; and the feelings must be kindled 
to warm the whole being into the pursuit. 
When our ideals lack this sharpness of 





outline we lack strength of purpose in | 


pursuing them. All around us we see 
lives of excellent and noble qualities, but 
lacking in energy and purpose. Franklin 
speaks of them as ‘‘ harmless lives, but 
not helpful ones.’ 


The fundamental difference in men's ‘The Wellspring 


attractive serials, etc. 


ideals is not in their capacity to form 
them but in their distinctness of outline. 
To think the best things is often quite as 
difficult as to do the best things. So it is, 
if we could pry down beneath the ma- | 
chinery of action and motive, we should 
find the mainspring of every life in some 


ruling purpose, controlling hope, or 


longed-for attainment, which consciously | 


or unconsciously swayed each day's action, 
and inspired each day’s effort. 

The main practical question for the 
What should his ideal as 
teacher include ? It should comprehend 
his duty toward reaching the highest ends 
of human life. Our present ideals of life 


teacher is: 


are subject to constant improvement, and 


they can grow more definite only as life 


Matures and experience brings to it new | 


and higher meanings. 


Ideals formed in | 


the process of life’s study and experience 
grow more helpful when held in close re- | 


lations to our daily work. 

A right ideal unites at once the highest | 
“onceptions with the simplest duties. 
Such an ideal, clear, positive, and high, | 
is of untold power in every life, lifting the 
daily toil into dignity by disclosing a 
Nobleness in the character of the 
dividual worthy the nime of teacher. 


in- 


| 





Author of “ Practical Religion,’ 


readers. 


God-speed. 
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Edited by Rev. J. R. Miller, D.D. 
‘Week Day Religion,” 
**Personal Friendships of Jesus,"’ etc. 


A Paper for the School and for the 


Our Sunday-school gets FORWARD regularly, and 
I consider it the best paper for advanced Sunday- 
school scholars or young people I have ever read. 
It is not only good, but fine—superfine. 
see how it could well be. better. 
literature, story, uplifting and interesting information 
on modern practical subjects, and short and progres- 
sive discussions on religious and. devotional themes. 
Such happy variety. of matter 
any Sunday-school paper that has thus far come under 
my notice, and all s6 admirably arranged and presented 
as to compel the hearty.approval of all intelligent 
It is a family paper, which cannot but be a 
messenger of good to parents and children. 
May the Lord bless and help its editors 


in their splendid work ! 


Have you seen FORWARD? 
paper is its own best advertisement. 
matter every week, and in quantities the cost is LESS THAN ONE CENT 


AN ISSUE. 


Terms : 75 cents a year fora single subscription; in quantities, 50 cents. 
Sample copies for the entire school will be gladly sent on application. 


JOHN H. SCRIBNER, Business Supt., Presbyterian Board of 
Publication and Sabbath Schogl Work, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Rev. J. M. SMITH, 


If not, write for sample copies. 
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The Pilgrim Teacher : 
Senior, Intermediate, and Junior Quarterlies 


have spaces for writt®n answers, elegant map, and engraved frontispiece. 


sic. Abridged, without covers, 3c. 


IT INCLUDES 


4c. and §C. per quarter. 
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You 


OUR PAPERS 


in colors. 


PILGRIM SERIES 


A lesson help and primary paper combined. Fully illus- 
trated, and printed in colors. 5c. per quarter. 


Little Pilgrim Lesson Pictures 
Bible Lesson Pictures 


For young people. 
¥outh’s Companion, fully illustrated, Y. P. S. C. E. department, 
52% cts. per quarter. 


‘The Mayflower 


| SeperintenSents receive samples free. 
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One of the very best teachers’ helps. 
cts. per quarter. 


Successful — 


of Sunday-school helps 
and papers for home read- 
ing? Combined circula- 
tion, 650,000. 


‘Monthly, 12% 


These are on the 
inductive plan, 
Cle&r print, good mu- 
Lesson leaves, 2c. per quarter. 


A colored card with questions for each 
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Our Latest Chiistmas Entertainment ! 
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A large colored wall picture for each lesson, and a 
periodical for the superintendent. $1.00 per quarter. | 


Weekly. Eight pages about the size of The 


On trial 3 months, 10 cts. 


For youngest readers. Weekly. Profusely illustrated, and printed | 
6% cts. per quarter. 
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>, . ae Pilgrim Press 


Congregational House, Boston 
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A new Service by Sweney and Entwisle. 


H000'S CHRISTMAS AL NNUAL, 


Replete with choicest carols. 
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An easy Cantata by Hewitt and Geibel! 
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A a Service 
The Heralds of Peace 


Containing songs, recitations, and an appropriate exer- 
cise for the Su y-school. songs are bright and 
tuneful, onan sung, easily played ay YH arranged 
by ALonzo Stone, Mus, hat. Price, £4.00 per 100 
STONE & BECHTER, Publishers 
416 Arch Street, Philadelphia 
Send four cents for sample copy. All dealers. 


SERVICE, new. 
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Just the thing to please the Children 3 
You the Cacti Boxes and free 
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} | ASTLE Brices, in ev to 
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| up, 
Bay s nOnathe® bricks when ordering, as we make other 
kinds. Send Sinest Christmas C: 


| 1. & P. B. MYERS, inventors, 85 john. St., st, New York. 


NEW XMAS TREE LAMP 


Gives bright, star-like light, py a six hours. 
o dirt, no danger 


SEND 10 CENTS FOR SAMPLE LAMP 
Nuts, Fruits, Candies, 
NOVELTY CANDY BOXES 
Specialties for Sunday-school Festivals. 
Illustrated Xmas catalog free. 


JACOBY BROS. 
208 Nerth Second Street, St. Louis, Mo. 
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Two new Christmas exercises. 
sive readings, and recitations. 
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Issued quarterly, 
at 20 cts. per year. 
Good carols, respon- 
Our Saviour and 

he 





King. [Illustrated titlepage in two colors. 
Prince of Peace. Each 16 pages. 5 cts. per copy; 
$4.00 per 100, postpaid. Words only, 3 cts.; $2. a per 100. 
‘Two Christmas anthems, 8 cts, each. No. 1 "Gor 
te God in the t. &. C. Cooke. No. 2: Brea 
| forth inte Joy. C. Simper. Excellent; is very 
| 


difficult. Samples mailed on receipt of price. 
Ss. J. BROBST, 102 North 9th St., Allentown, Pa. 
SERVICES for the Sunday 8. 
ristmas New Carols, Recitations and oth- 
} er features not found in others 


Send 15 cts. for samples of our three latest. CANTATA 
Stent ples sing an cosy with ver by Rosse, melodies : 

iz easin w very interestin jot. 

Price t ako. 


as music FREE. 
ROmOn me ae a co. » 90 Madison st., 
i York, 4 &. 23rd st. Name this paper. 


ALLEMAN'S XMAS SERVICE, , THE BABE OF BETHLEHEN 


5c. $3 per 100. “ Songs of the Saviour’s Love.”” Best S.S. 
song k. 224 Be $25 . re Rie edition, g pp., 

133 selections ers r r 100; Ma » BOC. ; 
$6 per 100. “* Th Singing eH, * go0c.; $12.90 per 100. 
North- Western “Music Co., 318 Dearborn St., Chicago. 
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| publishers and the advertiser by stating that you saw 
| the advertisement in The Sanday School Times, 
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“MAKE HAY WHILE THE SUN 
SHINES.” 


Clean your house betimes, and do it with 


SAPOLIO. 


If you would use Sapolio every week in the year 
the dirt in a house would be kept down and when 
hous¢-cleaning time came it would be a pl t 
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‘*WASTE NOT; WANT NOT.” 


no waste or non-nutritive matter in Quaker Oats. 


you ask for Quaker Oats see that you get Quaker Oats. 
all grocers, 


Sold only in 2-lb. sealed packages. 
Every package bears Quaker name and Guaker figure. 
ACCEPT NO SUBSTITUTE. . 


There is absolutely 
In point of | 
| | economy it is ten times cheaper than meat; far healthier as an 
: |article of steady diet, and more palatable and appetizing—es- 

| pecially for breakfast and supper. 
foods in its wonderful delicacy of flavér and digestibility. When 
At 


It is totally unlike all other 
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The Effects of Prayer 
[By Richard Chenevix Trench, D.D.} 


ORD, what a change within us one shoy 
hour 
Spent in thy presence will prevail to make! 
What heavy burdens from our bosoms take, _ 
| What parchéd grounds revive, as with a shower! 
We kneel, and all around us seems to lower; — 
| We rise, and all, the distant and the near, 

Stands forth a sunny @utline brave and clear. 
We kneel, how wec}! We rise, how full of 
ower ! 































wrong, 

Or others, that we are not always strong ; 
That we are ever overborne with care ; 

That we should ever weak or heartless be, 
Anxious or troubled, when with us is prayer, 
And joy, and strength, and courage are with thee? 


o>. 
Waste of Life 


[Editorial in Good Words] 


AVE you ever thought of the number 
of lives which appear to be without 
any aim that is worth living for? 

Their horizon is narrowed to the petties 
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| 50 inches wide 


—almost a yard and.a half—is 
the. all-wool Ladies’ Cloth 
we're making a special offering 
of at 35c a yard. 

But the real merit, the qual- 
ity of the goods, is the great 
feature—plain or mixtures—in 
dark colors—money’s wort» 
more important than any pre- 
vious offering we've ever made 
in good useful low-priced goods. 

Two other lines it will pay 
specially to get samples of. 
Novelty Dress Goods at 5oc. 
24 inch Roman striped Taffeta 
silks, 85c. 

Large lines choice 
Silks, 50c to $1.50. 

Soon be time to do Christmas 
buying—our catalog will help 
you wonderfully—a copy sent 
free if you write for it—every- 
thing made easy for your select- 
ing—filling of orders made sure 
and prompt in our mail-order 
dept.—prices of advantage to 


Plaid 


your pocket-book every time you | 
buy here—let goods amd prices | 


prove it. 


BOGGS & BUHL 
Dept. S. T. Allegheny, P4. 
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Re EAR SHO CUFFS. 


ARE NOT TO BE WASHED. 
Made of fine cloth in all styles. 
When soiled, reverse, wear again, then discard. 
Ten collars or five pairs of cuffs for a5 cents, 
They look and fit better than any other kind. 
ASK THE DEALERS FOR THEM. 
If not found at the stores send six cents for 
sample collar and cuffs, naming style and size. 
A trial invariably results in continued use. 
Reversible Collar Oo.,81 Franklin St. NewYork 
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A BUTTON HOOK 
Por Link Cuff Buttons. 


3—Eart Curr Butroner. Puts 
¢ link buttons in cuffs. For men and 
; women, New and useful Christmas 

gift, All stores, or by mail. Nickel, 
i 10C.; sterling, 29° Rand Bros., 


Equitable Building, Boston, Mass. 











circle of interests ; things control them, 





FING SHOES 


WEARERS 


° *. HE-LARGEST FACTORY IN THE WORLD 
‘ ' AUS RS | PRODUCING pan 


; ENDORSED BY: > 
m 1000.000* 


instead of their controlling things ; they 
never seem to ask why they exist, or what 
they intend to make of it all; they lack 
the power of individual conviction. How 
enormous is the waste of power in 50. 
ciety! Almost limitless possibilities of 
noble living and noble doing are involved 
in every unit which goes to make up the 
crowd, and the crowd moves on composed 
of such people, who are swept on 
masse by force of circumstance, and as 





Mw DOUGLAS. 


S22 & 522 SHOES 


ARE WORTH MORE than they cost when, compared with other 
makes, because they look better, wear better, and.it costs less to keep 
them in repair. They are sold at our 52 exclusive stores in the large 
cities, and by 5,000 dealers throughout the U. S. Made in Calf, 
Zam, Patent Calf, French Enamel, Seal Goat, Box Calf, Black Vici Kid, 
x Russia Storm Calf, Cordovan, with Australian Kangaroo Tops and 
, fast color hooks and eyelets. 
155 STYLES AND WIDTHS FROM A TO EE 
If ordgred by mail, STA BE SIZE and WIDTH, and send 
25 cents extra for carriage to 


W. L. DOUGLAS, Brockton, Mass. 





Catalog Free. 


much without determined personal effort 
as leaves whirled along on the stream. 
There is no endeavor to strike off from 
the beaten path and to follow some worthy 
ideal. It is not by the vegetable world 
alone that the puzzling question is sug- 
gested why 


** Out of fifty seeds 
God often brings but ome to bear." 


It is far more fearfully true of the seeds 
of human life and character. Of fifty, 
nay, of a thousand livgs, how is it that 
scarcely one seems to bear any fruit that 
is fit to be called the purpose of its 
being? For the possibilities implied in 











humanity, however commonplace the sur- 





roundings, are almost measureless. We 








The Blood Covenant 


* A Primitive Rite, and its 
Bearings on Scripture 


* yy WH. Clay Trumbull 


The disclosures of this book throw light on the terminology of Scripture. 
They show what such words as “‘ blood,” “ life,”’ “* life-giving,” “* sacrifice,” 
**communion,”’ meant at the time of the writing of the Bible; and incidentally 
they show how mistaken have been the modern popular views of those terms. 


eo wo 


* A flood of light is poured on the Incarnation, the Atonement, the Lord’s 
Supper. Dr. Trumbull believes his thesis. He argues for it strongly, with wide 
and accurate learning, and with reverent faith. He has written a book that 
every Christian student ought to read—and to re-read.""—The Examiner. 


VY A book of 350 pages (6% X8% inches). For sale by 
booksellers, or mailed, postpaid, by the publishers. 


JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Brice, $2.00 
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cannot anticipate the power which any man 
} | Or woman may exercise for good, if there 
» | is but the heart to love and live in earnest 
} | Most persons assume that there is 
> | no use in their attempting to be what 
. | they term ‘different from other people,” 
» | and accept the conventional as if it werea 

| necessity. When young they had, per- 
; | haps, dreamed dreams of a worthier fu- 

ture. When their enthusiasm caught fire 
; | as they read the lives of the great and 
| good, they then hoped for some worthy 
; | task. The girl then pictured something 
‘ | better than years frittered away in the fulfil 
ment of those absorbing ‘‘ nothings” 
which are termed the duties of society. 
The young man imagined a higher careef 
than to be chained to the wheels 0 
Mammon, and had the ambition (0 
stamp some noble characteristics even on 
his common toil. But as time went 0M, 
and tyrant custom exercised its sway, all 
these ideals vanished—or, perhaps, only 
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partially vanished ; for evermore they 





High 


may rise in memory, and, like the ghost 





> 
2 











A good lamp-chimney deal- 
er keeps Macbeth and no 
other. 


Index tells what Number to 
get. 


BETTER have yours join the ranks. Our 

Children’s Shoes are just right for 
growing feet. Strongly built and sensibly 
shaped. Can be ordered by mail. Send for 
illustrated catalog. 


J. P. Twaddell« 


1210-1212 Market St. 
Philadelphia 





of Banquo, make what the world calls 
success appear a moral tragedy. 

If we could but examine deeply en ough, 
I believe we should be surprised at the 
amount of unhappiness which is the doom 
of those the world calls prosperous, buf 
whose lives, according to the best stand- 
ard, have been largely wasted lives. The 
pessimism which is the curse of ma) 
sections of society is the result of this los 
of faith in every ideal. And, without 
professing pessimism, there are thousands 
who, in the midst of luxury, pine 
something better than the monotony of 
comfort to which their lot in life )% 
assigned them. Their best aspiratiom 











~ In ordering goods, or in making inquiry concerning 
anything advertised in this paper; you will oblige the 
publishers and the advertiser by stating that you saw 
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Largest importers and dealers in 


the advertisement in The Sunday School Times. etc., in the United States. 


6th Avenue, 20th to Zist Ffreet. New York. 
y Goods, Millinery, 
Send for samples and prices 


are not satisfied.’ They feel that the! 
lives are being wasted, and they long 
some work which would afford worthy 
aims and deepen their human interes 
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At present they bitterly confess to them- 
selves that they are of no earthly use in 
the world. Even when they are busiest, 
there are men who painfully feel that 
their work has nothing noble in it ; it is 
i] for themselves ; and they know also 
that the drudgery of business is absorbing 
the kindlier dews of the heart. They are 
pecoming the slaves, instead of the mas- 
ters, of their increasing fortunes. 

Many excuse themselves-on the ground 
of circumstance. According to them, it is 
py the force of circumstances, or by some 
native greatness, that others have struck 
out a path that has led to nobler victories 
than material success ; but they say that 
their circumstances are so different that 
nothing personal can be expected from 
them. And yet it requires but slight 
knowledge of the facts of life to learn that 
some of the greatest triumphs in the war 
of goodness and lovg over sin and misery 
have been won by those whose circum- 
stances were all against their achieve- 
ment. We could give instances. from all 
classes, from the rank of the wage-earner 
to that of the busy merchant and the 
nobleman, and were we to place these 
fruitful lives side by side with those which 
we term wasted existences, we could see 
how inexcusable they are. The ‘idle 
and unprofitable seryant’’ cannot but 
stand speechless as he listens to what the 
faithful have been able to make of the 
great talent of life which God has en- 
trusted to all. It is too terrible to calcu- 
late the mass of useless, featureless lives 
which make up the bulk of so-called 
Christian society, and to consider the pos- 
sibilities that are lost. How beautiful 
would this world be made if all the power 
which is now wasted was turned to effec- 
tive enployment in the kingdom of God ! 


CAS 
Night © 
[From “ The Toilers of the Sea,” by Victor Hugo] 


EVERIE, which is thought in a nebu- 
lous state, borders closely upon the 
land of sleep, by which it is bounded 

as by a-natural frontier. 
of a new: world,.in the form of.an atmos- 
phere filled with transparent creatures, 
would be the beginning of a knowledge 
of the vast unknown. . But beyond opens 
out the illimitable domain of the possible, 
teeming with yet other beings, and char- 
acterized by other phenomena. All this 
would be nothing supernatural, but merely 
the occult continuation of the infinite va- 
riety of creation. . . 

Sleep has a close relation with the possi- 
ble, which we call also the improbable. The 
world of sleep has an existence of its own. 
Night, regarded as a separate sphere of crea- 
tion, is a universe in itself The material 
nature of man, upon which philosophers tell 
us that a column of air forty-five miles in 
height continually presses, is wearied out 
at night, sinks into lassitude, lies down, 
and finds repose. The eyes of the flesh 
are closed, but in that drooping head, 
less inactive than is supposed, other eyes 
are opened. The Unknown reveals 
itself. The shadowy existences of the 
invisible world become more akin to 
man ; whether it be that there is a real 
communication, or whether things far off 
in the unfathomable abyss are mysteri- 
ously brought nearer, it seems as if the 
impalpable inhabitants of space come 
then to contemplate our natures, curious 
fo comprehend the dwellers of earth. 
Some phantom creation ascends or de- 
scends to walk beside us in the dim twi- 
light ; some existence altogether different 
from our own, composed partly of’ human 
consciousmess, partly of something else, 
quits his fellows, and returns again after 
Presenting himself for a moment to our 
mward sight ; and the sleeper, not wholly 
slumbering, nor yet entirely conscious, 
beholds around -him singular manifesta- 
tions of life,—strange vegetations, livid 
forms, terrible or smiling, dismal phan- 
foms, uncouth masks, unknown faces, 
hydra-headed monsters, undefined shapes, 
reflections of moonlight where there is no 
moon, vague fragment; of monstrous 
forms. These fluttering things that come 


and go in the troubled atmosphere of 
» all these uncertain shapes, and that 
mystery itself to which we give the name 
dreaming, —these are but realities, the 
Geatures of Night’ s aquarium. 


much longer. 
say nothing of the saving of labor and time to the person 


who washes them. 


Bewar 


you an imitation, be honest—send it back. 


Sil vous plait, 
look into this matter of Pearline a little. 


_ There’s not a woman in the land to whom 
it isn't of large importance—not a man, 


either, You've got to have 


your clothes 


washed. You've got to have all sorts of 
things washed or cleaned. Have it 


done with Pearline and 
wear and tear that comes 


ou save the 
rom swans | 


them. They’ll certainly last, and last wel 
It’s a matter of saving needless expense—to 


Peddlers and some unscrupulous grocers will tell yoa, 

*‘this is as good as” or ‘‘the same as Pearline.” IT’S 

FALSE—Pearline is never pears; if your 
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t carefully, inside and out. 
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confidence. Ladies’ or gentlemen’s, size. rite 


Royal Manufacturing Co., 334 Dearborn St, Chicago. | 
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Principles and Practice 


A series of brief essays 


By WH. Clay-Crumbull 


1. Ourselves and Others 
2. Aspirations and Influences 


3. Seeing and Being 
4. Practical Paradoxes 


5. Character-Shaping and Character-Showing 


6. Duty-Knowing and Duty-Doing 


These essays, in the realm of character and of conduct, deal with funda- 
mental principles in their application to the affairs of every-day life. 
of the six volumes are clustered those essays which bear a logical relation to 
one another and to a truth common to them all. 

This set of six volumes, averaging 200 pages per book (6% ><4% inches), 
is tastefully bound in cloth, and enclosed in a box. 
cents a volume for less than a set. 
paid, by the publishers. 


Price, $2. 


John D. Wattles & Co. 


For sale by booksellers, or mailed, post- 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


Into each 


50 a set, or fifty 

















THE GENUINE 


§MW™ ROGERS’ 


Wallingford, Conn. 
Knives, Forks, Spoons, Etc. 


Lad B ” 

Have been im use for more than fifty years. 

For wearing qualities there are none better. 

Plated especially heavy for family use. 

If you ask for these goods, and cannot get them, 
if you will send us one dollar we will mail you 
six teaspoons of this brand, and if the wear is 
Rot satisfactory, we will, if returned to us any 
time in twelve months, refund the money. 


Send for illustrated price list, 
or address orders to 


Simpson, Hall, Miller, & Co. wM 
Wallingford, Conn 


A Poco for Xmas wil 
i. U. 


$20 Poco Cam 


Finest goods made, cycle or regular. All makes sold 
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DOUST, Mfr's Agent, Syracuse, N. Y. 
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Gloves and Hosiery 


We have made a special reser- 
vation for the benefit of our 
Mail Order: customers from a 
certain wonderfu lot of glovés 
advertised at retail last week.. 
The lot set apart for selling acréss 
the counter lasted only two days, 
and we do not think that this 
Mail Order reservation will remain 
very long. 

There are three gloves in the lot. One 
is a two-clasp pique street glove in 


all colors and black, a good dollar- 
and-a-half glove which we offer at 


$1.00 a Pair. 


The -second is a four-button, real kid 
glove, a light-weight dress glove in 
tan, reds, browns, modes, fawn, 
butter, pearl, white, green, navy and 
black. Paris point embroidery, of a 
little better quality and value than the 
above, but sold at the same price, 


$1.00 a Pair. 


The third is the ‘** Beatrice’’ glove; a 
light-weight dress glove in two-clasp 
and four-button in -brown, tans, 
modes, butter, fawn, navy and white. 
The lowest price we have ever known 
to be marked on this glove is one 
dollar a pair, it is often sold at $1.25. 


We offer it at 
7S5c a Pair. 
A Special Hosiery Item. 


Fast Black Cashmere Hose in both 
women’s and children’s sizes, ribbed 
or plain; a regular standard 35c 


quality. fur 
25¢ a Pair. 
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N EVERY refined cir- 
cle there are many 
gift occasions to be 

remembered. ‘With the 


Singer 


Sewing Machine 


mm 6a great variety of dainty 
Punteetme articles may be mace 
‘aie fae for home use— from a 

: simple apron to the em- 
a broidered doiley. 

A full set of attach- 
ments for ruffling, hem- 
ming, embroidering, etc., goes with 
each machine, and we also give free 
instruction in all kinds of fancy 


The fame of the Singer name 
has led to imitations of obsotet 
Singer machines.— This trade- 
mark guarantees perfect mech- 
anism. Our offices are in every 


city. 
THE SINGER 
L MANF'G COMPANY. 
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tone have made Tue NEw 
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BELLS widely known and 
universally appreciated. 
STYLES) The acme of excellence— 

| the ideal of perfection. 

Free Sowvenir “Booklet 
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The Sunday School Times 


Philadelphia, November 27, 1897. 


Entered at the Post-office at Philadelphia as 
** second-class matter.” 


e Terms of Subscription 


The, Sunday School Times is published weekly 
at the following rates, for either old or new subscribers. 
‘These rates include postage : 


$1.50 
5.00 


One Copy,one year... ... ner ae 
One copy, five years, full payment in advance 


To Ministers, Missionaries, and Theological Stu- 
dents, $1.00 a year, or $4.00 for five years, full payment 


in advance. 
SCHOOL CLUBS 


Any school or any set of teachers, or of scholars, will 
be supplied with as many copies as may be desired, at 
the following yearly club rates: : 

For any number of copies (more than one) mailed to 
individual addresses, $1.00 eac 

‘or five or more copies in a package to one address, 
so cents each. A package thus sent is addressed to one 
person only, and no names can be written or printed on 
the separate papers. 

The papers fora club may be ordered sent partly to 
individual addresses, at $1.00 each, and partly in a pack- 
age to one address, at fi 4 cents each, when so desired. 

The papers for a club should all go to one post-office, 
although in cases where a portion of the teachers of a 
school get their mail matter from one post-office, and 
others in the same school get theirs from another, the 
papers will be sent accordingly. This applies to package 
clubs at fifty cents per copy, to the extent that large 
packages may be divided into smaller packages of five 





or more copies each, if desired. . 

Free Copies. One free copy, additional, will be 
allowed for every ten copies paid for in a club of either 
character, The free copies for package clubs cannot 
well be sent osparasely, but will be included in the pack- 
age. 

Additions may be made at any time to a club—such 
additional subscriptions to expire at the same time with 
the club as originally ordered, and the rate to be the pro- 
portionate share of the yearly club rate. 

Schools that are open during only a portion of the 
year, may subscribe at club rates for such a length of 
time as the papers may be required. 

Change of Address. Subscribers to whom the 
paper is mailed, separately, at the rate of $1.50 or $1.00 
a year, can have the address changed at any time with- 
out charge. Members of package clubs donot have 
this privilege, but can have a copy transferred from a 
package to a separate address at the rate of one cent 


per week for the unexpired time of the subscription, | 


when it has over six months to run. When it has but 
six months or less to run, the cost to change is twenty- 
five cents to the eud of the subscription. Yi a package 
club subscriber intends to thange his or her address for 
u few weeks only, we will mail an extra copy, as long as 
desired, at the rate of three cents per week. 

Subscribers asking to have the direction of a paper 
changed should be careful to name, not only the post- 


office to which they wish it sent, but also the one to | 


which it has been sent. 
both county and state. 


fa club subscription is renewed by some other per- | 


son than the one who sent the previous subscription, 
such person will oblige the publishers by stating that the 
club he subscribes for takes the place of the one formed 
last year by -—. 

The paper will not be sent to any subscriber beyond 
the time pad for, unless by special request. The pa 
for a club will invariably be discontinued at the expira 
tion of the subscription, Renewals should therefore be 
made early. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the pa 
all the teachers of a school to examine it, wi 
upon application. 


r to enable 
be sent free, 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will be sent to any of the 
countries embraced in the Universal Postal Union at 
the following rates, which include postage : 

One copy, one year, 8 shillings 
‘l'wo or more copies, one year, 6 shillings each 
To ministers and missionaries, 

for one or more copies, ¢ 6 shillings each 

To secure the above rates for two or more copies 
the papers must be ordered at one time, and they will 
be sent either singly to the individual addresses, or in a 
package to one address, whichever may be preferred by 

. 


the subscribers. 


For Great Britain, Messrs. Hodder and Stoughton, | 
‘ will receive yearly | 


27 Paternoster Row, London, E. C. 
or half-yearly subscriptions at the above rates, the 
to be mailed direct from Philadelphia to the subscribers. 
JOHN D. WATTLES & CO., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
P. O. BOX 1550. 
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Enterprise 


MEAT CHOPPER 


g for making sausage and scrapple; for § 
preparing hash, mince-meat, Wimbers ‘ 
g steak, suet, tripe, cod-fish, clams, scrap § 
¢ meat for poultry, corn for fritters, etc. 
- improved for 1 years: now perfected. 
p Sold by all dealers in hardware. Small § 
" — size = . y¥ Onepe 1 ae ‘ 
Large family size No. i : 
Chops 2 Ibs. a minute. Ws 


THE ENTERPRISE MFG. CO. of PA., 
Philadelphia. 


Send 4 cents in stamps for the “ Ent risi , 
3 Housekeeper note a 
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THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


The germs of consump- 
tion are everywhere. 

There is no way but to 
fight them. 

If there is a history of 
weak lungs in the family, 
this fight must be constant 
and vigorous. ’ 

You must strike the dis- 
ease, or it will strike you. 

At the very first sign of 
failing health take Scott’s 
Emulsion of Cod-liver Oil 
with .Hypophosphites. 

It gives the body power to 
resist the germs of consump- 
tion. 


4 


« 
50c, and $1.00, all druggists. 
SCOTT & BOWNE, Chemists, New York. 
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Pears’ 
means cleanliness. 

Oh, to feel clean! 

Who would’nt use 
Pears’ Soap when 
it's sO economical, 
luxurious, healthful, 
cleansing. 

Delicate skins de- 
mand Pears’. Soap. 


Is your’s delicate? 

e . Wears to the thinness of 
a wafer. Avoid substitutes, 
Pears? ithe origins) Shaving Stick 

is unrivalled. 
Sold everywhere— Used everywhere, 
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Dissolving Vi 
solving Views, 

by which one Stereopticon view fades away into an- 
other, are shown witha single lantern by using our 


Non Such Carriers. 
U. 8. Pat. No. -——. 


It takes either Amterican or 
British size of slides, and produces 
as good effects as any device. 
: fs use means a wonderful, new 

scope for your magic lantern, 
The gradually changing scenes 
often give strangely utiful 
effects. Price $5. Itis peculiarly effective in shifting 
the soft landscapes of Bible pictures. It spares the 
Spectators the glare and jar of suddenly changed 
scenes. Catalogue, 20 cents. Hire lists free. 


RILEY BROTHERS, 
Bradford, Eng. 16 Beekman St., New York. 


The largest Stereopticon outfitters in the world. 
BRANCHES — Boston: 36 Bromfield St. Quacaeo : 60 
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scriptions and prices ic Lan- 
terns, Stereepticons, list of Views, 
all prices, for Public xhibitions. 
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A proftable business for a man with emall ¢ 
McA LLISTER, Mfg. Optici 49 


ASI. 


+ 4 
aisin Seeder, 50c. 
POSTPAID 
We are tired of selling dealers 
and waiting 90 days for our 
money, so we will sell house- 
keepers at jobbers’ prices. 
Send 50 cents, and we will 


mail you Jostfaid one of our 
rest 


00 R: 
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Guaranteed to seed 1 lb. of 


raisin in 5 minutes. Simple 


to operate and easy to clean. 
Agents Wanted 


m EASTON MFG. CO. % Peigeal street: | 


| aieectinhes ee “ 

| ALUMINUM. “"° SPECIALTIES 

and 

} Agents 

| of every description. Something new every month. 

| Write ILLUSTRATED CATALOGTE; sent free. 
aw made easy. We vil eee 


eek you_how. 
@ VINING, Mgr., 29 Randoly 


Street,., 


WATCH AND CHAIN FOR ON" DAY'S WORK. 








| Boys and Girls can get_a Nickel-Plated 
Watch, also a Chain ..nd C! arm for selling 
Lx . c:of Biuin at‘. cents each. 
Send your full -ddres~ b, roturn mail anu 
t we will forward the [‘!uine, post-paid, an 

| a large Premium List. No money required. 
| BLUINE Co., x 3, Concord Junction, Mass, 











Teaching and Teachers 


© pr. Trumbull’s book, “‘ Teaching and 
Teachers,” has already found its way into 
the hands of many thousand Sunday- 
school workers. It is to-day the popular 
handbook on Sunday-school teaching. 





** Every teacher in Sunday-school will fee’ 
his work widened in scope by reading this 
book. It is by far the best that has yet ap- 
peared, or is likely to appear, on this topic, 
and the thoroughness for which this calls 
would be an unspeakable blessing to every 
school in the land.”"—7he Ontlook. 


A book of 390 pages, bound in cloth., Size, 7% 
5% inches. Price, $x. Forsale by booksellers, 
or mailed, postpaid. by the publishers. 

JOHN D. WATTLES & CO. 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Ps. 











250-Page Catalog free, givirg de | 
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Washi St. Kansas Crry ): 515 East 
Somenabotss : 22 Washington Sas Be. 





KEEP UP 
THE INTEREST 


Vol. 39, No, 48 


(Worth Repeating—Continued) 


“If I Were Dead” 


{From “ The Unknown -Eros, and Othe 


Coventry Patmore.]} a by 
‘¢ YF I were dead, you'd sometimes say 
| child |" "Ys Pose 


The dear lips quivered as they spake 
And the tears brake 3 
From eyes which, not to grieve me, | 
smiled. 

Poor child, poor child ! 

I seem to hear your laugh, your talk, your son 
It.is not true that love will do no w rong. 
Poor child ! 


Tightly 


And did you think, when so you cried and smiled 
How I, in lonely nights, should lie awake, i 
And of those words your full avergers make? 
Poor child,. poor child ! 

And now, unless it be 

That sweet amends thrice told are come to thee 
O God, have thou no mercy upon me | ; 


Poor child ! 
Cre 


Knowledge for Knowledge’s 
, Sake 


{From an address by Professor Simon Newcom) 
LL.D., Chicago, October, 1897, published in Science] 


A LITTLE more thah two centuries ago 
Huyghens prefaced an account of 
his discoveries on the planet Satum 
with the remark that many, even among 
the learned, might think he had been de. 
voting to things too distant to interes 
mankind an amount of study which would 
better have been devoted to subjects of 
more immediate concern. It must be ad. 
mitted that this fear has not deterred suc. 
ceeding astronomers from pursuing their 
studies. The enthusiastic students whom 
we see around us are only a detachment 
from an army of investigators who, in 
many parts of the world, are seeking to 
explore the mysteries of creation. 

Why so great an expenditure of en. 
ergy? Certainly not to gain wealth, for 
astronomy is perhaps the one field of 
scientific work which, in our expressive 
modern phrase, ‘‘has no money in it” 
It is true that the great practical use of 
astronomical science to the country and 
the world in affording us the means of 
determining positions on land and at sea 
is frequently pointed out. It is said that 
an Astronomer Royal of England once 
calculated that every meridian observa 
tion of the moon made at Greenwich was 





In your society, school, 
and church, by providing 
suitable entertainment. 
Try a Magic 
We can send slides for a 
change of subjects. Write 
us for special prices and 
terms. 


McIntosn Battery & 
Orticat Co. 


1-531 Wabash Avenue, 
chicago. 
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Do You Want 


‘|| LIGHT ? 


I light churches, halls, and public build- 
ings with electric, oil, gas, and combina- 
tion. I make daylight reflectors: Book 
of Light and estimate free for the asking. 
| I. P. FRINK, 551 Pearl St., N. Y. 
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| worth a pound sterling, on account of the 
| help it would afford to the navigation of 
the ocean. An accurate map of the 
United States cannot be constructed with- 
out astronomical observations at numerous 
points scattered over the whole country, 
aided by data which great observatories 
have been accumulating for more than 4 
century, and must continue to accumulate 
in the future. 

But neither the measurement of the 
earth, the making of maps, nor the aid of 
the navigator, is the main object which 
the astronomers of to-day have in view. 
If they do not quite share the sentimen: 
of that eminent mathematician who } 
said to have thanked God that his science 
was one which could not be prostituted to 
any useful purpose, they still know well 
that to keep utilitarian objects in vier 
would only prove a handicap on theif 
efforts. Consequently, they never ask 1 
what way their science is going to benetl 
mankind. 
|. As the great captain of industry * 
moved by the love of wealth, and the poli 
tician by the love of power, so the astron® 
mer is moved by the love of knowledge 
| for its own sake, and not for the sake of 

its application. Yet he is proud to know 
that his science has been worth more ® 








MASON & HAMLIN 


PIANOS and ORGANS 


The Cabinet Organ was introduced Mason & 
Hamlin in 1861. These organs have always main- 
tained their supremacy as the Best in the World. 
The Mason & Hamlin Pianos illustrate the same 
highest degree of eacellence, and the new 
styles just introduced are eliciting the most enthusi- 
astic praise from pianists and musicians. 

Catalogues free. Address: 

MASON & HAMLIN OO., 
Boston, New York, 


PIANOS =" ORCANS «@. 
: OO and up. 
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mankind than it has cost. Hé does 
value its results merely as a means © 
crossing the ocean or mapping the coum 
| try, for he feels that man does not live %) 
| bread alone. If it is not more than bread 
| to know the place we occupy in the ul 
| verse it is certainly something which ve 
| should place not far behind the means © 
| subsistence. That we now look upo? 
comet as something very interesting, 

which the sight affords us a pleasure 
mixed with fear of war, pestilence, % 
other calamity, and of which we therefor 
wish the return, is a gain that we cannot 
measure by money. In all ages ® 
| tronomy has been an index to the civilits 
| tion of the people who cultivated it 

| has been crude or exact, enlightened 
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Try it on your Cycle Chain. 
J.L. PRESCOTT & CO., New York, ' 


SAVE % YOUR FUEL 


By using our (stove pipe) RADIATOR. 
With Hts 120 Cross Tubes, 
ONE stove or furnace does the work of 





TO INTRODUCE OUR RADIATOR, 
the first order from each neighborhood 
filled at WHOLESALE price, and secures 
anagency., Write at once, 
Liocuester RADIATOR COMPANY, 
# Furnace 8t,, ROCHESTER, WN. ¥. 





Mitraleuse Gas Burners. Invented 
Aug. 97 (on new principle—‘‘Man- 
tels” superceded), Indestructible. 
ic, hand , 01.60. I sell | 
consumers express prepaid, till 


AG. Money LaGrange, tL 











mingled with superstition, according to 
the current. mode of thought. When 
once mem understand the relation of the 
planet on which they dwell to the uni- 
verse. at large superstition is doomed -to 
speedy extinction... This alone is an ob- 
ject worth more than money. 

Astronomy may fairly claim to be that 
science which transcends all others in its 
demands upon the practical application 
of our reasoning powers. Look at the 
stars that stud the heavens on a clear 
evening. What more hopeless problem 
to one confined to .earth than that of de- 
termining. their varying distances, their 
motions, and their physical constitution ? 
Everything on earth we can handle and 
investigate. But how investigate that 
which is ever beyond our reach, on which 
we can never make an experiment? On 
certain occasions we see the moon pass in 
front of the sun and hide it from our eyes. 
To an observer a few miles away the sun 
was not entirely hidden, for the shadow | 
of the moon in a total eclipse is rarely | 
100 miles wide. On another continent | 
no eclipse at all may have been visible. 
Who shall take a map of the world and 
mark upon it the line on which the 
moon's shadow will travel during some 
tclipse a hundred years hence? Who 
shall map out the orbits of the heavenly 
bodies as they are going to appear in a 
hundred thousand years? How shall we 
tver know of what chemical elements the 
sun and the stars are made? All this has 
been done, but not by the intellect of any 
oe man. The road to the stars has been 
opened only by the efforts of many gen- 
trations of mathematicians and observers, 
tach of whom began where his predeces- 
sor had left off. 

We have reached a certain stage where 
we know much about the heavenly bodies. 

‘Ye have mapped out our solar system 
with great precision. But how with that 
feat universe of millions of stars in 
vhich our solar system is only a speck of 
‘tar dust, a speck which a traveler through 
the wilds of space might pass a hundred 
limes without notice? We have learned 
much about this universe, though our | 
knowledge of it is still dim. We see it as | 
‘traveler on a mountain-top sees a dis- | 
fant city in a cloud of mist, by a few | 


Specks of glimmering light fromi steeples | 
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or roofs. "We want to know more about 
it, its origin, and its destiny ; its limits in 
time and space, if it has @hy ; what func- 
tion it serves in the universal economy. 
The journey is long, yet we want, in 
knowledge, at least, to reach the stars. 
Hence we build observatories, and train 
observers and investigators, Slow, in- 
deed, is progress in the solution of the 
greatest of problems when measured by 
what we want to know. Some questions 
may require centuries, others thousands 
of years, for fheir answer. And yet never 
was progress more rapid than during our 
time. In some directions our astrono- 
mers of to-day are out of sight of those of 
fifty years ago; we are even gaining 
heights which twenty years ago looked 
hopeless. _ Never before had the. astrono- 
mer so much work—good, hard, yet hope- 
ful work, before him as to-day. He who 
is leaving the stage feels that he has only 
begun, ‘and must leave his successors 
with more to do than his predecessors left 
him."... . 

The public is very apt to feel that when 
some munificent patron of science has 
mounted a great telescope under a suit: 
able dome, and supplied all the apparatus 
which the astronomer wants to uSe, suc- 
cess is assured. But such is not the case. 
The most important requisite, one more 
difficult to commaffd than telescopes or 
observatories, may still be wanting. A 
gréat telescope is of no use without a man 
at the end of it, and what the telescope 
may do depends more upon this appen- 
dage than upon the instrument itself. 
The place which telescopes and observa- 
tories have taken in astronomical history 
are by no means proportional to their di- 
mensions. Many a great instrument has 
been a mere toy in the hands of its 
owner. Many a small one has become 
famous. Twenty years ago there was 
here in your own city a modest little in- 
strument which, *judged by its size, could 
not hold up its head with the great ones 
even of that day. It was the private 
property of a young man holding no sci- 
entific position, and scarcely known to 
the public. And yet that little telescope 
is to-day among the famous ones of the 
world, having made memorable advances 
in the astronomy of double’ stars, and 
shown its owner to be a worthy successor 
of the Herschels and the Struves in that 
line of work. . . . 

When we see what a factor science has 
been in our present civilization, how it 
has transformed the world and increased 
the means of human enjoyment by en- 
abling men to apply the powers of nature 
to their own uses, it is not wonderful that 
it should claim the place in education 
hitherto held by classical studies. In the 
contest which has thus arisen I take no 
part but that of a peacemaker, holding 
that it is as important to us to keep in 
touch with the traditions of our race .and 
to cherish the thoughts which have come 
down to us through the centuries as it is 
to enjoy and utilize what the present has 
to offer us. Speaking from this point of 
view, I would point out the error of mak- 
ing the utilitarian applications of knowl- 
edge the main object in its pursuit. 


It is a historig fact that abstract science, 
science pursued without any utilitarian 
end, has been af the basis of our progress 
in the application of knowledge. If in 
the last century such men as Galvani and 
Volta had been moved by any other mo- 





tive than love of penetrating the secrets 
of nature, they would never have pursued | 
the seemingly useless experiments they 
did, and the foundations of electrical sci- 
ence would not have been laid. Our 
present applications of electricity did not 
become possible until Ohm's mathemati- 
cal laws of the electric current, which 
when first made known seemed little 
more than mathematical curiosities, had 
become the common property of in- 
ventors. Professional pride on the part 
of our own Henry led him, after making 
the discoveries which rendered the tele- 
graph possible, to go no farther in their 
application of his discoveries, and to live 


millions which the country, has 
through his agency. 

In the ‘spirit of Scientific progress thus 
shown we have patriotism in its highest 


won 


benefit the country at the experfise of. the 
world, but to benefit the world by means 
of one’s ‘country. Science has its compe- 
tition, as keen as that which is the life of 
commerce. but its rivalries are over the 
question who shall contribute the most 
and the best to the sum-total of knowl- 
edge—who shall give the most, not who 
shall take the most. Its animating spirit 
is love of truth. Its pride is to do the 
greatest good to the greatest number. It 
embfaces not only the whole human race, 
but. all nature, in its scope. 


Nature Provides 


A man feels like he was in deep water and a 
long ways from shore when he finally arrives at 
the conclusion that no medicine on earth can 
cure his particular disease. He has probably 
tried one after another with hope each time that 
the new one will do its work, but dismai failures 
succeed one another regularly, and, finally, rea- 
son forces one to abandon hope from medicines. 

Right at that juncture is the time to remember 
that Nature has provided food for the sustenance 
of all of her creatures, and if we will but use na- 
ture’s food and drink properly she will come 
powerfully to the aid of the sick one. 

All educated doctors agree that their duty is 
to assist nature, and that nature alone can do the 
healing. 

Try leaving off coffee for 10 days and use the 
concentrated food elements in Postum Cereal 
Food Coffee, mark well the effect. 

When boiled full 15 minutes after boiling com- 
mences, it tastes like the better grades of Java. 

A cleaning up of the foul tongue and breath, 
brightening of the eyes, natural hunger, meals 
digested, and that peculiar feeling of vigor and 
Strength which makes the man or woman go 
about the daily work with a feeling of pleasure 
and power to accomplish which makes life worth 
the living and the possessor a blessing to him or 
herself and the community at large. 

Concoctions sold as ‘‘ Cereal Coffee’ contain 
injurious ingredients. Genuine packages of 
Postum have red seals, and the words ‘* 1t makés 
red blood "’ thereon. 





and die without receiving a dollar of the | 


form,—a sentiment which does not seek to | 
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